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FOURTH INTERVIEW WITH JAMES EARL RAY, AT THE BRUSNEY

MOUNTAIN STATE PENITENTIARY, APRIL 29, 1977.

MR. LEHNER: The time now is 10:38, and we are now
here assembled in the conference room at Brushey Mountain;
and we will all identify ourselves for the record.

I'm Robert Lehner, Deputy Chief Counsel for the House
Committee on Assassinations.

MR. EVANS: EJd Evans, Chief Investigator, Select
Committee on Assassinations.

MR. GANNON: Tom Gannon, Staff Counsel, Select Committee

on Assassinations.

MR. KERSHAW: Jack Kershaw, attorney for James Earl
Ray.
MR. RAY: James Ray.
MR. REVEL: Gary Revel, Investigator for Mr. Jack Kershaw.

(Louis 4, Hindle, Stenographer, Select Committee on
Assassinations) .

MR. LEHNER: We have had some preliminary talks not on
the record, byt I understand that Gary has been taping this
portion for your use, so why don't you, James, state what you
wanted to state on the record.

MR. RAY: I think you raised an issue, you mentioned
a former Tennessee correction - Mr. Harry Avery last week.
You said something about if I have any more information --
Well, what I was concerned about now, Mr. Avery, he has made

various statements about the conspiracy and he was sort of
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a go-between, between Governor Ellington and Governor Ellington'
Exec Asst, an attorney named William Berrv. Berrv later wvent to i
Attorney General's Office. Now, also, Mr. Avery had some letter'
from Governor Ellington or something about how to handle me and
possibly about the case. The reason I bring this up, one time
Mr. Avery tried to introduce this letter to Judge William B Miller"® -
court, Federal Court, and Judge Miller read it and he wouldn't
put it in, Of course, Judge Miller is, he's one of the most,
in my opinion, one of the most independent judges in Tennessee.
So, if he wouldn't put it in there, I thought there was some
relevance to the case.

Now, Mr. Avery is about 75 years old now and we was going
to subpoena him for the habeas corpus hearing to testify, but
the prosecutor Henry Hale, told the judge that Avery was too
old or something, of course, I don't really believe that.
But anyway, that, what I'm getting at, is if anyone is going
to talk to him I think they should talk to him before too much
longer. Now, the reason I mention that, I have had about,
in the last eight or nine years, I've had about 12 or 15 people
look into various aspects of the case in one thing or another.
Now, of all these people four of them have expired. One of
them is a labor leader from St. Louis named Lawrence Callahan.
Now, I'm not positive he's died, but I'm almost positive because
I found out he was sick several years ago.

Another one was an attorney named Osborn from Nashville.
You know his first name, I forget and --

MR. KERSHAW: I know him very well, but it surprises me
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Ican't recall it right now.
MR. RAY: And another one =--
MR. KERSHAW: C. T. Osborn.
MR. RAY: C. T. Osborn. Another was James Hoffa, Sr.

I think Bernard Ferstawald discussed him in the case
sometime.

And the other individual that has died, he looked
into his, I, I went to him one time when he was trying to send
De to Springfield, Missouri and also on a libel case. And
his hame is Clyde Watts. He's an attorney from Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma.

Now, the individuals, other individuals are getting
elderly who have investigated some aspect of the case at one
time or another is, one of them is Judge Ralston Schoolfield
fom Chatttanooga. I think he's the -- -

MR. LEHNER: May I have that again?

MR. RAY: Schoolfield, he's a judge from Chattanooga,
Tennessee.

MR, KERSHAW: Was.

MR. RAY: He's a General Sessions judge now and he's, he helped
me certain ways and looked into certain things.

Of course, I mentioned Avery and --

MR. LEHNER: What are your interest in Avery? Could you
tell us about that one.

MR. RAY: Well, he seemed to be Governor Ellington
he made several kinds of -- Well, they wasn't really clear

statements, but he said, he made one statement one time and



I got the clipping out of the paper, that if everything came
out about the King shooting why there would be a lot more
trouble in the United States, so, it's better -- I sent the
clipping to Fensterwald and =---

MR. LEHNER: Who made that statement that was reported?

MR. RAY: Governor Ellington made the statement. I
sent the clipping to Fensterwald and he wrote to Governor Ellington
and Ellington declined to answer. But Ellington, his closest
associate was William Berry, Executive Assistant, and Berry was
very close to Harry Avery. So, what I'm more or less concerned
about is the correspondence they exchanged. They had some
written agreements and guidelines about how they would handle
the case and everything, and Avery has the letters and I think
the City tried to turn them over to the newspaper, but they
Wouldn't publish them.

MR. LEHNER: Now, these letters that Avery has are from
whom?

MX. RAY: From, well, I don't know whether they are from Ellington
or whether they are from Berry, but they are from one or the
other because I take it that Mr. Berry was a middle man between
Avery and Governor Ellington.

MR. LEHNER: What else does Avery has, do you know?

MR. RAY: Well, he -- I think he took all my materials
when I came in, some of these phone numbers, I don't know if
he kept them or not, he gave them all back to me the
next day. But I just don't know what he had, but apparently

he has got gquite a bit because the Attorney General made a
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strong arguement. Well, I heard some of it. They had a

bench conference, Mr. Hailey, the Attorney General and Judge
McGray, and this was a bench conference and I was on the witness
stand and Hailey was very opposed to calling Avery up there.

He said he was an old fellow and all that. But, of course,
Avery is kind of old but he is still somewhat vigorous, and

I don't --

MR. LEHNER: Let me ask you this, whatever materials
Avery has pertaining to the case at all, from whatever source
he got it, no matter what method he got it, do you give us
permission to get it from him?

MR. RAY: From Avery?

MR. LEHNER: Yes.

MR. RAY: Yes. You can get anything you - as far as I'm
concerned, whatever I told him or he told me. There's various
clippings I got one here, but you can't, you couldn't xerox it,
it's you could read it but it's xeroxed out. I was going to
give it to --

MR. LEHNER: Whatever you told him or he told you, or
anything else that he got in anyway that is relevant to the
case, in whatever way he got it?

MR. RAY: Yes, well =--

MR. LEHNER: You would give us permission to get that
and look at it? )

MR. RAY: Anything he told you I told him or whatever, it
doesn't make any difference.

MR. LEHNER: Anything, no matter where he got it from?

MR. RAY: Yes. Anything.

MR. KERSHAW: I, I'd agreed to that too.



MR. LEHNER: Okay.
Can you =-- You mentioned Lawrence Callahan, what
does he have, what did he have? You said he was deceased? What -

MR. RAY: Well, he had sameone investigate, he said he had
Osborn, but I don't want to go into depth on that. The only
reason I mentioned that, I'm trying to emphasize that
four people have died here from old age or something, and
there's three or four others, Avery, Percy Foreman and
Judge Schoolfield, and it is my opinion that if they are not
interviewed or something that they are -- That if they expire,
whatever I say that they told me, well, they will say I just
fabricated that or something.

MR. LEHNER: So you are suggesting that we speak to
Judge Schoolfield what would he be able to tell us?

MR. RAY: Well, I'm just telling you that these people
are getting elderly now.

MR. LEHNER: Well, could you tell us what knowledge he
would have of the case.

MR. RAY: Well, I think he made some contact with the
late Hoffa, Sr. They was some type of friends and at one time
they were going to help me investigate the case, but there was
some type of realignment of the labor leaders, there was some
fellow named Hardin and all that and then they decided not to
help me but possibly Fensterwald would know more about that
because he talked to Edward Bennett Williams, who was Mr.
Hoffa's lawyer.

MR. LEHNER: What did Hoffa, Sr. do or was going to do?



MR. RAY: Well, these phone numbers, one of them, I've been
told had some type of association, this Baton Rouge number, vith
the Teamsters Union. So, I decided at that time to perhaps
contact, this was 1971 when I was down here, to contact --
Either contact Hoffa, Sr., but I didn't want to do that until -
It might mess up his probe or something, so I think we instead,
we contacted Hoffa, Jr., James, Jr., and then we found out
later that Judge Schoolfield was some type of an associate of
these people. So, I think Schoolfield -- When Hoffa got out
of the penitentiary whenever that was. I think Schodfield contacted
him and they showed some interest in assisting me, and
Schoolfield said something about there was a realignment of
forces, whatever that means, and they decided not to.

But, there is another side incident on that, when I first
came down here, well not when I first came down here, but when
1 was here about a year, there was a inmate in here named Junior
Broom or something, and he told me that he was in the penitentiary
with Hoffa and Hoffa use to save all the clippings and all this,
to try and find out about the King case. And so I don't know
if there is anything in that or not. This inmate he's paroled
ncw. I don't know where he's at.

MR. LEHNER: Junior Broom?

MR. RAY: I don't know =-- I know they call him Junior,
and he lives in East Tennessee, but something like Broom,

I'm not just -- They have records of it.
MR. KERSHAW: Schoolfieldwill know about him.

MR. RAY: I know I don't know if Schoolfield will know



about Broom, he knowsabout Hoffa.

MR. LEHNER: And this fellow Broom was an inmate
with Hoffa?

MR RAY: No -- Yes, and he later came down here.

MR. LEHNER: And what did he say that Hoffa had done?

MR. RAY: He said Hoffa showed a strong interest in my
case and was always keeping clippings and everything. And
I think he was asking other prisoners if they saw anything
about it.

MR. LEHNER: And what about Clyde Watts, what was his
connection with the case?

MR. RAY: Clyde Watts, well, he's a, he's a, we originally
contacted him, something about a libel suit against Gerald
Franks and he contacted Mr. Ryan, the Memphis attorney,
Richard Ryan, but anyway he never did -- He never did get in-
t0 the case, the libel case because it more or less petered
out or something. The judge dismissed certain parts of it. Just,
finally it just faded out. But later on when they tried to
send me to the Springfield Mental Institution I had my brother
Jerry Ray call up Watts and ask him about this =-- This facility
up there they, he called it a butcher shop. So, I was making, I was
going, was thinking about trying to get him to recoooend sometaly to
you know, to fight the extradition and he did, he did recommend
someone. I think the name was, White, a Memphis lawyer named
White, but then they shortly after that the State dropped the
interest to send me up there. I think another, one of the,
the only other dealing we had with Watts, I think Jerry called

him and tried to get him to check on a name and a guy named



Rosen or something. I think Watts checked on him and found

out his name was Rosenson or something like that. Fe checked

some federal records in New Orleans, but his -- Then later

on I think Jerry called him again and tried to get him to

ask him some questions about some labor man or something,

and I think his wife told Jerry that he had been killed in

a plane crash or something. But most of this, all these

letters and everything that Watts had were in the files, whatever
correspondence 1 had with him.

MR. LEHNER: Okay.

I understand that the Canadian Broadcasting
Company has been here and interviewed you, is that correct?

MR. RAY: That's correct.

MR. LEHNER: Okay, and I understand that you and Mr.
Kershaw are consenting to send us a transcript of that inter-
view?

MR. RAY: Well, if you want to send it, it's all right
with me.

MR. LEHNER: 1Is that true Mr. Kershaw?

MR. KERSHAW: Yes.

MR. LEHNER: Okay. I also have the last waiver of
attorneys that Mr. Ray had signed and I'd like, if you would,
to consider adding to that, so that we can expedite that, Is
there anything else that you want to put onthe record before we
start our questioning of you?

MR. RAY: Well, let me read through here. Well, I have

a couple of clippings here I may give you but we can xerox

them.
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MR. LEHNER: Okay. I just wanted also for the record
to state that we are waiting at your pleasure, as far as
recommending to us a ballistics expert and we will be in
contact with you Mr. Kershaw and consequentiy --

MR. KERSHAW: 1I'll locate one directly, is that all
right?

MR. LEHNER: Fine. Okay.

Last time we were hem we had gone into the the
beginning of the, your stay in Los Angeles, maybe for contin-
uity sake you could back up at this time and tell us about when
you arrived in Los Angeles from Mexico?

A. I believe it was in late November of 1967.

Q. How did you get from Mexico to Los Angeles?

A. Mustang probably.

Q. Was there any difficulty in getting across the border,
did you have anything in your possession at that time that
gave you any problems?

A. No. I was questioned what I had in the car and then --
I'd shook it down -- and I told them nothing.

Q. They did shake it down or did not?

A. No. I had shook it down myself before I crossed
and I told them nothing.

Q. Did you have that camera equipment with you at
that time?

A. That's correct.

Q. Was there any questioning of you as to the camera

equipment?
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A. No. I think what he questioned me, what he asked
me, the customs, was I bringing anything over that I had
purchased in Mexico and I hadn't.

Q. And you came back by yourself?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And about how much money dd you have with you
at that time?

A. Well, it is hard to recall. I would guess, well,
in the excess of $2000, I'd say.

MR. GANNON: Did you have the .38 at that time?

A. Yes.

Q. All right, had you hidden it in the car?

A. Yes.

Q. Where was that?

A. Where did I hide that? Well, I hid it, I possibly
put in way up in the upholstery. I did this once or twice,

I can't recall right now, but I know I had it. I can't recall
two or three places I could have put it.

Q. And where did you cross the border from Mexico into
the United States?

A. Tijuana.

MR. EVANS: Did you choose Tiiuana, or was it ijust that
it was in the direction that was closest to Los Anaeles?

A. Yes, it was closest to Los Anageles.

MR. KERSHAW: Mav I ask, was that Mustang stick or power?

A. Power.

Q. The reason I ask, did sometime or an other, somebody had said
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that you had some clutch trouble with it? Is this just an error
on their part? Clutches are in, are in stick automobiles not in
power automobiles, right, it was definitely a power automobile,
automatic transmission?

A. I never had any problems with it except a couple
of flat tires and a new battery and that was it.

MR. LEHNER: Why were you intent on going to Los Angeles?

A. Well, I intended to go to Los Angeles or San Francisco
possibly to get a ship out of the country.

Q. In Mexico had you seen anyone with Raoul?

A. There was this driver. I didn't see anyone else.

Q. Where was that that you saw that driver?

A. First time?

Q. Yes.

A. Well, that would of been in Nuevo Laredo. The :
second time would have been the next day at the customs, border
crossing, not the border crossing but the customs, they had customs
shacks about 40 miles inside the border and that was the
next, the last time I saw him.

Q. Was that the same person with him on both occasions?

A. I'm almost certain it was.

Q. What did he introduce him as, what name?

A. He didn't introduce him.

Q. Did you ever talk to the man?

A. No. I never did. I saw him from the car and I think
the profile, and that would have been about it.

Q. Did you hear him talking with Raoul?
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A. No.
you
Q. How would/describe him, the man with Raoul?

A. He had a Latin appearance, and the features were more

coarse, but that's -- I most likely could identify him if I
saw him, but I couldn't describe him, anyone s8itting in the
car with any great detail.

Q. Did you ever see him standing?

A. I don't, no I don't believe I did. I think he stayed in

the car all the time.
Q. Could you give us an estimate of his age?
A. No.

Q. Or his build?

A. No. In his 30's maybe early 40's. I couldn't give

you any details on that because that was, we crossed the border ad

he was parking the car one time and I know we was parked on

the wrong side of the street once. And I seen him from a more or

less a profile angle. He was parked on kind of a --
MR. KERSHAW: Well, Jim was he a little man?
A. I couldn't see him. He was in the car.
Q. skinnv neck or fat neck?
A.  Well, I don't look at all the details. The first

time it was dark anyway, it was street lights on. There was

NOo == 1 may be able -- I could probably recognize the profile,

in fact, a little more than a profile, but I couldn't give

YOu any details about him.

MR. LEHNER: You could tell he was Latin just looking
at him?

Q-1 0 -79 -2
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A, Well, I assumed he was, he had dark complexion.

Q. What about Raoul could you tell that he was Latin
too, just by looking at him?

A. Well, that word is kind of a broad term, Latin,
could be an Italian, Spanish, but from my associations it, I
would think so ---- But I think certain Latins have different
racial mix, make up, in Mexico there's more Indians and
Spainish. And I assumed in my opinion this was, would conform
more to Puerto Ricans.

Q. Raoul?

A. But I'm not familiar now with Cubans or anything
of that nature.

Q. When you refer to Raoul as Latin are you referring
to him as a Latin American as opposed to an Italian or someone
from the Mediterranean area?

A. Well, I'd have to yive you my definition of a Latin.
That would be someone from southern Italy or Sicily or Spain
or South America, but, of course, everybody that lives there
is not Latin, I understand that. But there is certain, you
get certain things in your mind what you - a Latin is.

Q. But what I'm asking is, when you are talking about
Raoul, are you talking about somone who has Spanish background
or are you talking about someone who has Italian background?

A. Well, I'd say Spanish from the accent.

Q. From his accent, he had a Spanish Accent, Raoul?

A. It's my opinion based on my association with Mexicans,
Mexico and the Federal penitentiary.

Q. So Raoul had a Spanish accent?
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A. That's correct.

Q. Did he also look Spanish, as opposed to looking
Italian?

A, Well, that's very hard, I'm not an ethnologist
or anything like that. 1It's difficult for me to say. I think
I would say -- I would say, T would just say from his accent,
I'm not familiar with accents, I'm not familiar with Italian
accents or there’s various accents that are different, I think
the Italian, and Portugal, I think they even have a different
language from the Spanish, so =--

Q. So you are familiar with accents from meeting
people with Spanish backgrounds in prisons, right?

A. Not only prison, but in the Mexico I use to have
considerable association with them. I played handball with
them, with Mexicans in Leavenworth.

Q. When he was in Mexico did he speak Spanish to the
people, for instance, in the motel?

A. I can't ever recall him every speaking to anyone
except maybe ordering a beer or something like that.

Q. And when he ordered a beer this was in the bar?

A. This was in Canada, that was in Montreal, yes.

Q. What about in Nuevo Laredo did he order any
drinks there in the bar?

A. We never did go in any bars or anything. He never did -
He didn't go to the customs with me, the only thing that I
assumed he speaks Spanish, he did come to the motel in Nuevo

Laredo so 1 assumed he was, but,of course, most of these people
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speak English, these clerks, but I assumed you might - Being
as he's familiary with them why they might let him in whereas
they wouldn't let an English speaking person in there.

Q. Well, did you ever hear him speak a foreigh language,
Raoul, for instance speaking Spanish in Mexico?

A. No. I think the two or three times I would have
had an opportunity he was in another car so - But I'm - that
wouldn't be necessary because I'm converse enough in the Spanist
language to differentiate between Spanish and some other languac

MR. GANNON: Did he ever speak French in Montreal?

A. I don't think so. He usually just ordered beer. He's
not, but, it's my impression that when you go into these places
and you are with someone they usually speak the language you
speak unless they talk, unless they get into some kind of side
conversation or something. But I never heard any side conversa-
tions with any party.

MR. LEHNER: When did you first realize that he was a
person of Spanish background?

A. I think when I first talked to him.

Q. And has that changed since that first time, your
impression that he was a person of Spanish background?

A. No. That has never changed.

MR. EVANS: Did you ever ask him, James, did you ever
ask him what his background was?

A. No. I was never, he never indicated what his back-
ground was. He mentioned one time, I think I have testified

last week something about Cuba, but that was kind of a garbled
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reference that I could go there and get a passport. It was
never any indication of how I was going to get there or under
what conditions.

Q. How many hours in total had you spoken to Raoul?

A. I don't think, in actual conversation I don't think
it would be too much. I think it would be better how much
time I actually was in his presence.

Q. Well, why don't we answer that one if you can?

A. I think, but I don't say too much, but usually
I don't think it would been over, except when we was right in
the car or something, I don't think it would be over three
or four hours in all total. Except maybe driving from one
spot to another.

Q. Well, how many different occasions did you see him
in Montreal?

A. Six or seven I would guess.

Q. And you were with him in Birmingham and Atlanta as
well, right?

A, That's correct.

Q. In fact, you roomed with him in Atlanta, is that
right?

A. Well, no, he knew where I was rooning at and we
made some kind of arrangements where he could get in through
the back door, but there was never any, I know no one was
rooming there except me and some other individual up stairs.

Q. During the times when you spoke with him, when you

were not talking about illicit activities, planning, planning
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smuggling operations, what did he talk about?

A. Well, I don't recall any indepth conversation about
anything. It might be a comment about the weather or some-
thing like that or --

Q. Did he ever tell you whether he was marded , had
any children, had a, had a girl friend, where he spent his
time, whether he had relatives, brothers, did you get any kind
of that conversation from him?

A. Well, I never had any personal conversation. In
fact, I have known people for years, the criminal associates
and I don't know any more about them now then when I first
met them.

Q. Did he ever tell you any of his opinions about
anything, politics?

A. No, I never discussed political things with anyone
while I was out there except, perhaps this Stein woman and --

MR. EVANS: What kind of dress, what kind of clothing
did he wear, what kind of clothing did he favor, did he have
the same thingson every time you saw him or --

A. Usually dark suits and shirt with no neck tie. I
don't think he ever wore a white shirt, it was just a regular,
something to offset the suit he was wearing. I never --

Q. Well, were these sports shirts or were they dress
shirts that, with just the tie absent, just the collar open?

A. I don't recall ever seeing him wearing a ties. He
always wore a coat and Fensterwald had a, Bernard Fensterwald

had an idea that he might have been on narcotics, but, of course,
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Pensterwald has his access to more information than
I do. So, it's --

Q. Was he given to wearing sport clothing other
than business suits or?

A. No, this was usually a business suit.

Q. Business suit?

A. Something.

Q. Did you formulate any ideas as to what his front
was. I mean, when I say "front" I mean perhaps when he was
not with you that he was engaged in some other sort of business?

A. I assumed he had something to do with the sea, some
type --

Q. With the sea? What gave you that impression about
his dress, gave you the impression?

A. That he was involved in --

Q. That he was involved with maritime, maritime or seamen
or something of that sort?

A. Well, from his conversation about, well, the
travel documents all our meetings were usually on some
type of seaport or river, in Memphis, Mobile, New Orleans
and Montreal. And I've -- I've had some association with
Merchant Seamen while I was in the Army and they, I guess
that was in the back of my mind. He impressed me as being
involved someway in, maybe not a Merchant Seaman, I don't
know too much about that trade, I know that business agencies
and recruiters and that stuff, I know that you have to

have schooling. Once when I was in New Orleans, I was trying
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to get some papers down there. They told me you had to go
to Merchant Seamen's School or something. I'm just not
familiar with all the details of the Merchant Seamens.

MR. GANNON: When he talked to you about travel document
did he talk about why it was essential or important for him
to get them?

A. Well, to begin with I knew there was no really
big problem to get these things, but I think they cost a thous
dollars a piece, but from the criminal sources as far as
passports, but he mentioned travel documents. I assumed that
was either a passport or a Merchant Seaman's papers. But
I didn't go into any detail with him, I didn't want to argue
about it, I was just interested in getting the papers and --

Q. Did he give you assurances that he could get them?

A. Yes. He gave me, well, I helievead the assurance
once or twice and then I, after that it was - there was
assurances, but, later on I was more concerned about the money
I was ---

Q. This is to go back just a little bit but, when Mr.
Lehner asked you whether you ever talked politics, toward
the end like March, April of 68 he was talking about running
guns then wasn't he?

A. Yes.

Q. Did he ever tell you what those guns were to be used
for?

A. Well, I understood that they were to be transferred

into Mexico. Just three or four days ago I read where, I
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didn't know at the time, but I read where, I think I took

the clipping out of the paper two or three days ago where there
was Army surplus rifles and things in Mexico where I think

they are worth seven or eight hundred dollars. So, I don't
know if this was the same thing seven years ago, but probably

if it had of I'd have been in my own trade.

MR. GANNON: Did he ever tell you anything about, like
the guns were to be used for political purposes to overthrow
a government or something like that?

A. Well he mentioned, he asked me one time to look at
military rifles in the sporting goods store in Birmingham,
which, I don't know if you have ever been there, but it's a
huge place, it looks like a warehouse. And they do have various
miliary rifles there and I did handle four or five of them and
1 asked the owner there how much they sold there for and all that.
So, I don't know, I think that was the extent of our conversation
on the --

Q. He didn't say anything about revolutionaries using
the guns when they eventually gct to Mexico?

A. There was never any details on that.

MR. KERSHAW: But they were Army rifles and not
hunting tools?

A. Well, I was under the impression that I was suppose
to get two different kinds, scopes plus the regular. I think
they were Mauserrifles the ones in Birmingham, if I'm not
mistaken or Ml's

MR. LEHNER: When you got to Los Angeles where did you go?
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A. I went to a, I rented an apartment on Serrano
Street.

Q. How did you come upon that place?

A. Well, I just parked the car in a residential area,
which, what I thought would be the most safest for police
surveilance and started looking around that area before I
found a suitable place.

0. And how did you know they had rooms there?

A. I think they had a sign on the door I believe it was.

Q. What happened when you went there, what did you say?

A. Well, I believe I told - I don't believe - I believe
I rented off a lady, I don't believe she asked me too many
questions. I just don't recall what I did tell her.

Q. What name did you use?

A. I made, I probably told her I was from Mexico and
I was in some business in Mexico. The name I gave was Eric
Galt.

Q. And did you sign the register? Was there a register?

A. I don't think there was a register. I can't recall.
I, I didn't have too much conversation with the woman and I
believe she was married or something. I couldn't recognize
her now if I saw her.

Q. And you say you had in excess of $2000 at the time?

A. I'm pretty sure I did because I think I spent -

I didn't spend too much in Mexico because I stayed in these
more or less frugal establishments. I think I probably had
about $2500.

Q. In what, what country's money, United States currency?
Yy
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A. Well, probably most of it. See, you can spend
United States currency in Mexico. I-would say most of it,
I may have had a small amount of pesos or whatever.

MR. GANNON: Did you have any Canadian money with you at
this time?

A. Yes, I had Canadian.

Q. Did you , well I guess my question is, with that much
money did you rent a safe deposit box in Los Angeles the
same way you did in Birmingham?

A. No. I didn't rent any safety deposit box in
California.

Q. Where did you keep the money, that much?

A. I usually had, that was kind of divided up.

I think I had some of it locked in the car. I had a different
kind of an apartment in Los Angeles than I had in Birmingham.
In Birmingham they had the maid and things and people going

in and out of your room all the time and cleaning it up.

Were in Los Angeles no one ever came in your apartment, you

had your own keysand everything.

MR. LEHNER: It was a furnished apartment?

A. Yes. Well, see in Birmingham had you had meals ard
everything there. It was called economy grill. It was a home
or something. Whereas in Los Angeles it was a considerable
betterplace and no one came in your room or anything like
that. It wouldn't be no problem.

Q. In Los Angeles it was a furnished room, however,

wvas it not?
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A. You --

Q. You didn't have to buy furniture for the place?

A. Yes, it was furnished, that is correct.

Q. And, but you did not have any maid service, you did, you
cleaned your own room and made your own bed?

A. Yes. I'm pretty sure that's how it worked.

Q. What did you do after arriving in Los Angeles and
taking a room?

A. I'l1l never be able to get all this in sequence until
probably I get these papers I gave William Bradford Huie, but =--
Q. Which papers are you referring to that you gave to

Huie?

A. Well, now, not even some of these are not correct
because I made corrections on them, but these are the papers that
I wrote out for Huie that he based, that he wrcte his book on.

Q. wWhat's called the 20,000 Words you mean?

A. Well, something, somewhat differert than 20,000,
somewhat less but that's the one that I think Mr. Kershaw
will be able to get them within a couple of weeks, see Hanes
or someone else -- Well, let me get to your question. You
want to know all the details I went on in California?

Q. Yes. As best you recollect.

A. I think it would be better -- I can't get them in
sequence. I think it would be better just to take one section
at a time for instance where did I work at, what action did I
take to get jobs, what action did I take to get passports. But

I think the first night, the first thing I did, I didn't get,
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naturally I didn't try to go find a job but later on I did.
But I think in that area I think I called a Big Bear Lake
one time. I think they had an ad in the paper. I think =--
I think I put an ad in the Los Angeles Times one time as a
culinary assistant. But then I think I answered several
ads but something always cﬁe up, social security card number
for the Galt name, which I didn't have, but I -- Now, these, this,
attempt to get jobs came back when I was getting more short
on money. Because things are a little more expensive in
los Angeles than they are in Mexico. Anyway, nothing ever
come of that. Now, these various things which you call
wasteful money, I think I went to bartending school. I don't
consider that too wasteful. I think I spent a couple of
hundred dollars there. And 1 went to dancing school. 1I think
1 spent about three hundred some dollars there. And I went to this
doctor, that practiced - I had hypnosis, I think I spent, there's two
of them. I think I spent about in excess of a hundred dollars
there.

Q. Why did you go to the hypnosis sessions.

A. Well, that was just -- That was just something like
the locksmith sessions, it was something I got interested in
in the penitentiary and there was a lot of advertisments in
California about hypnosis and I wrote to some - I called some
individual that I had read a book about in the penitentiary.
I can't recall his name now, but again I gave that to Huie,
and that's all in the papers, and he recommended these indi-

viduals, you know, you go to. I thought it was kind of a -
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something to pass the time with or something. But anyway,
that never come out to too much of anything. I was just, like
I say time passing.
Let's see, the bartending school, hypnosis, the
dance school, I can't think of anything else in that area.
I looked into employment. Maybe you want to ask some questions?

MR. GANNON: What about the -- You were talking before

about the passports, seamen's papers, things like that.
What did you do?

A, The efforts I made to try to get them?

Q. That's right.

A. Well, I think I == I think I checked on a country
called Columbia. I know there was an article in the paper when
I got out there saying that Columbia waived, in order to get
more tourist, they waived the requirement that you have a passport.
In other words, you can get into Columbia, South America and
Bogota with just a visa. As I mentioned the last time, I
seen the article in U.S. News and World Report about Rhodesia
and you could get -- They wanted immigrants. And when I got
to Los Angeles I followed that up. I think I wrote to some
organization called the South African Regional Conference
or something and asked them about immigrating to English
speaking countries in Africa. 1I don't recall ever getting
an answer from them. I did call the Coast Guard several
times, two or three times, asking about information to get
in the Merchant Seamens and I don't know if I ever, these

would probably be in the -- I rented a telephone. 1 forgot
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to mention, as soon as I got into the Serrano apartment
to make these various phone calls with. I don't know if I ==
I don't know if the Coast Guard, what information they gave me.
MR. LEHNER: What was the number of the Serrano apart-
ment do you remember the address?
A. I don’'t recall.
Q. And what name did you take the phone out under?
A. Galt.

Q. Did you make any long distance calls from that

A, Well, I think I called the Bear -- There was an ad
in the paper one time. They wanted employees at a place called
Bear Lodge, and I believe it was in, was close to the Nevada
border. I think Charles Stein once, this is the individual
that I took to New Orleans, he didn't have no money, I believe
he called his sister or something and said he was coming
down to pick up the children or something.

MR. GANNON: He used your phone in the apartment?

A. That's correct.

Q. I see.

MR. LEHNER: And where did he make that call to?

A. To New Orleans I assumed.

Q. But that was to a relative of his in New Orleans?

A. Now, I -- There's phone records somewhere. I
don't have them, but, of course, you will probably find that
out anyways.

Q. Have you seen those phone records?
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A. I never saw them. I haven't got a scrap of
evidence from the government since --

Q. Well, do one of your investigators have them.

For instance, Mr. Lesar, Mr. Lesar was your attorney, but
Mr. Weisberg --

A. Well, Weisberg filed a Freedom of Information Act
and I signed a waiver. Do you want those waivers by the way?

Q. Yes.

A. From the CIA and the FBI, he claims he's got about 1
pages in there dragging them out. He claims he's got, he wrote
a letter and inferred that hes got all the phone numbers and I
think Gerald Franks has got them, and George McMillian's got
them, everyone has them but me, so --

Q. The phone numbers of the toll calls you are
talking about?

A. Of everybody I called from the Serrano Street
apartment. I have a vague idea of the places I called,
but I can't remember them all.

Q. Now, what efforts did you make to get out of the
country from Los Angeles?

A. Well, other than -- Well, other than contacting the
Coast Guard several times and, of course I had, I wasn't really .
just hooked up on this one getting out of the country from
Los Angeles. Later on I thought maybe I could do something
from New Orleans. Now, as I mentioned I did call the Coast
Guard. I think I checked on Columbia. I don't know if I wrote
there. I don't know if they have a consulate there in Los

Angeles or not. I may have called them, but, of course,
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you would have to see the phone number. I wrote to this

South African Regional Council and -- I probably made other
efforts, but I just can't recall until I see, until I see these
other papers.

MR. GANNON: What did you do for recreation while you
vere there in L.A.?

A. Well, I didn't go out too much. I had a -- I did
have the auto, I was -- I didn't like to drive it too much
unless it was necessary on the freeway or something. I had a
TV in the room 1I think I bought a TV off some party in Los
Angeles. I had a set of dumbbells. I use to work out with weights.

Q. You bought the TV in Los Angeles?

A. That$ correct.

Q. Did you go to any taverns or bars?

A. That's correct.

Q. Do you remember their names?

A. Well, I just seen one last night. A prisoner here
that was in there, one of them was the, was underneath thie hotel.
I moved to a hotel after I was out there about a month and
a half. It was, I done forgot it, I seen the name yesterday.
It was -- Well, I can answer any questions about it, but I
just can't recall the name of it right now.

Q. You don't know the name of the bar?

A. The Burning Lounge, maybe, no, I think that was
one in New Orleans, I just don't recall. I could get it.

MR. LEHNER: You saw it on television yesterday, you say?

A. No, a prisoner here he's just come in here from Cali-

42-076 O -79 -3
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fornia and he had a bunch of addresses and he asked me if
I recognized any of them. And I saw this bar and I said yes =~

Q. Was this in the newspapers? Did you mention
something about the president was --

A. A prisoner.

Q. A prisoner, all right. A prisoner showed you some -

A. He recently had been extradicted from California
here to Brushey Mountain and he asked me if I knew any of
these addresses and I said yes, I recognize that one tavern.
It was the one I use to frequent occasionally. It was
underneath the hotel I stayed in.

Q. Which hotel was that?

A. I can't recall that name. It was on Hollywood
Boulevard.

Q. Well, how many different places did you stay in Los
Angeles, the Serrano and what else?

A. The Serrano and the hotel on Hollywood Boulevard.

Q. Is that the St. Francis?

A. The St. Francis, that's correct.

Q. And the bar is underneath the St. Francis?

A. I would recognize it if I heamd the name, but I
can't think --

Q. When did you move to the St. Francis?

A. I believe after about two months.

Q. What month would that be in?

A. Well, that would be in January.

Q. What was the reason for moving from the Serrano

to the St. Francis?
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A. Well, there was no particular reason. I believe
the rent was cheaper and I usually just, it's probably a good
idea to move around a little bit, not to stay too long.

MR. GANNON: And you said you bought the TV from some
party out there. Did you buy it from a regular appliance
store or was it like a street purchase?

A. No. It was just a private party. I think I got the
name out of the New York - I mean the Los Angeles Times. It was
a console. I know I had to drive quite a way to get it and -

Q. And this was just advertised in the papers that some-
tody had a television set they would like to sell?

A. Later on I traded it to another party in the St.
Francis hotel for a smaller one.

Q. Who was that, the other party?

A. Well, see, some female barmaid that I -- Gretta Stein
I believe her name was. Merita Stein I think it wes.

MR. EVANS: James, you said you ran an ad in the Los
Angeles papers for jobs?

A. That's right.

Q. How long did you take that out, one day, a week,

a month how long?

A. I think it was two or three days.

Q. Two or three days. Did you make that when you
orginally went to the papers or did you call the papers and
run the ad, or how did you go about placing the ad?

A. No, I went to the newspaper office.

Q. Yes.
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A. And I asked, I inquired about it, and they told me
how much they, because they charged so much a word, or line or
something.

Q. Yes.

A. And they asked me to write out I think what, what I
wanted to say, and I paid him and that was it.

Q. Right. And you asked - what did they offer you, a
week, what was the - what I'm trying to get out --

A. I don't know if there's a limit on it or not.

Q. Was there a limit on the days, did you have to take
it for a week, did you have to take it for a day, and then,
just what?

A. I don't recall. I think you had your, I think you
had your choise on it. I think, I took it for two or three
days but, I don't think, there was no certain amount of days
you had to take it out.

Q. Is there any particular reason why you chose not
to use another alias?

A. In Los Angeles?

Q. Yes, in Los Angeles, I mean, was it a situation where
you had parking privileges at that particular place?

A. On Serrano Street I had parking privileges, and
I think the St. Francis Hotel there is also parking privileges,
but, well, it would been ridiculous you know to use another
alias to use an alias when all my identification is in Galt.
Usually the only time I use an alias is when I might be traveling
throught the country and I might stop at a hotel or something,

and I might use an alias, but --



33
MR. LEHNER: Why would it not be ridiculous to use

an alias when you are at a motel, but you would use an alias
while you are at a hotel? Couldn't a hotel, a person at a hotel
ask you to, for some identification when you checked in?

A. I never had anyone in the United States ask me.
In Europe they ask you for your passport, but I never had
anyone in the United States ask for identification when you
check into the hotel. I guess you usually check in,or if,
as long as you pay in advance they are more or less interested
in getting your money than they are - But, of course, if you
come in broke, I mean, you come in with no luggage and you
wanted a room for a few days later, why they might --

Q. wWhy would you not use Galt at a hotel?

A. Why would I not use it? There was no, really a reason
for it, I would just rather not use my correct name at a in a
hotel that I'm staying in over night. I can't-- force of
habit maybe.

Q. Now, at the St. Francis, did you also have a phone
in your room?

Al No, I don't believe there was. I think they had
one down in the lobby.

Q. Where would you make your phone calls from?

A. Most likely in the lobby or out in the street, or
in this phone calls there's phone booths all around. I
think I would probably have made most of them from the street.
Because 1 know in Los Angeles there was several phones around in,
in the area. I know I had a lot of trouble with, with calling

out there because you put your money in and something would
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happen and I know several times the operator would say, well
give me your name and we'll send you your dime back. So, I
know from that, I remember making several phone calls.

MR. EVANS: Did you ever have a dime sent back to you?

A. I'd just tell them to keep it.

MR. LEHNER: Which phone booth did you use?

A. You'd pay 13 cents to get it.

Q. Which street booth did you use?

A. It would have been the immediate area of the St.
Francis Hotel, or the Serrano Street. N

Q. Well, why would you use a phone both in front of
Serrano Street, if you had a phone in there?

A. Well, if I was to make some phone, something that
might be illegal I probably would use - I know - I don't recall
but I know I wouldn't use my own phone if I was calling a
thief or something.

Q. What illegal things did you deal in, for instance,
that you had to make phone calls from in front of the
Serrano rather than from your own phone?

A. Well, I think twice I called New Orleans. I know I would
never have used that phone number, that particular phone. Also,
I know one time I was getting these addresses of various
hippy type organizations and I think I did use the phone to
a certain extent on that, but I was using a different address
than the one I was dealing with?

MR. GANNON: Did you call New Orleans from the pay phone

while you were in Los Angeles?
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A. Yes. I'm almost positive I did.

MR. LEHNER: Was that in front of the Serrano or from
the st. Francis?

A, It would probably be in that area between the Sir
Serrano - The St. Francis is not too far from the Serrano
Street, the apartment, I wohld say it was about three blocks
at the most.

MR. GANNON: Did you call this number that Raoul had
given you?

A. Yes, I called.

MR. LEHNER: Did you call collector did you pay for it
yourself?

A. No, I paid for it when I called it.

MR. KERSHAW: This new prisoner in there -

A. I never made a collect call while I was on the
street.

Q. This new prisoner in here from California, what's
his name?

A. wWell, I don't want to go into anybodys name. I
just mentioned that I recognized that --

Q. Okay, that's all right.

MR. LEHNER: Which calls did you make from the St.
Prancis lobby phone and which calls did you make from the
pay booth phone in front of the St. Francis?

A. Well, if I, if I, I think if I made some calls, if I called
New Orleans it wouldn't be in the St Francis. I think I made

most calls, anything I consider criminal, would have been outside on
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a pay booth, plus some of these socalled - I don't know
if hippy is the right word, I probably called some of them
from outside the, from outside of the regular pay phone.

Q. Which was the calls that yaimade, say in the St.
Francis lobby, from that phone?

A. I think probably I may have called that dance
studio. I really don't know. I think the FBI got that
phone. Somebody said they took it off a wall, but I don't
know. I didn't make considerable phone calls while I was
in Los Angeles, but I can't recall where I made them all
at -- I think there was a phone in the lobby =--- I
probably called some harmless phore calls from there, but --

MR. EVANS: Did you ever do any writing on the walls?

Why would the FBI have those numbers?

A. Did I ever write on the walls?

Q. Yes.

A. I never wrote nothing on no walls.

Q. I think you just said something about the FBI,
they have those numbers?

A. They took the phone off the wall.

MR. LEHNER: The phone itself?

MR. EVANS: They took the phone?

A. I understand they took the - They took the phone and
the surrounding areas. They took all the records and in some
places they just took the whole . phone.

I don't know why anybody would want the whole phone.

MR. LEHNER: You say you heard about them taking the
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720es.  From what source did you hear that they took
e chone?
A. It was in some publication, I think William
fradford Huie or somebody. He was privy to the FBI and
% sav a copy down there, at that time at the FBI or something.
Q. Dpid you ever write on the areas outside of these
2 booths in the street or the one in the St. Francis or
ay cther, for instance, telephone numbers?
L X, I'm almost positive, I never write any or make
L¥ otes on, on a phone booth, or anything like that.
'®. FIRSHAW: If you did the FBI has the whole phone
20th,
X. GANNON: Why were you calling these hippy organizations?
A Well, Iwas, I had really two reasons for them, one
831 vas kind of irrational. I was thinking about, I did send
& saze pictures, they was all exactly a like. They were
tirctile, I seen the pictures and I may have them here.
¥ ldon't neither. It was all in the exact profile. I
6 Jetting kind of leary, I guess, you would call it
N5 the end. I had been going through Mexico and Canada
%2l these various aliases. I thought maybe the police
vid make g better effort to look me up, especially if
“ 3t Merchant Seamen's papers or something so I wanted
*19 alter oy apperance, especially if I got the Merchant
aer'y Ppers and I did mail these various pictures out at one
2. The other reason I used these addresses in several

“2ents, 1 think when 1 was stopped in Montreal -- In
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Toronto after I got, went, had gotten in Canada the second time. I
gave this - I was stopped for jaywalking. That's a serious charge
in Toronto, It's more serious than it is up here. They

take your name and address and everything and I gave them the
address of this loney hearts hippy female or whatever you

called it.

Q. What name did you give them on that jaywalking charge?

A. I gave themthe Galt name and that was before the -
they started looking for me and the FBI hadn't released the
Galt name.

I give them because I had identification under that.
I didn't know if the police were going to ask me for my identi-
fication or not. I gave them this woman's address and I went
back to the apartment and destroyed all the Galt identification
and I decided I wouldn't do any more jaywalking. And shortly
after that I got the Bridgeman passport.

MR. GANNON: How did you fimdout about these hippy -

MR. LEHNER: Sorry. You say you got the Bridgeman
passport?

A. Not the passport, the birth certificate.

MR. GANNON: How did you find out about these hippy
organizations?

A. I read about them in a pub- publication. I read up on
them a little bit. One time, I thought it might be a good idea
to get one of these colonies because they said the police never
come there because the police don't like to fool around in that

type large groups. I got the addresses of most of them out of a
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publication called the -- It's published in Los Angeles, it's
called the L.A. Free, Free Press, I think is what it's called.

Q. Were these organizations running ads in that paper?

A. Yes.

Q. And what was the pitch of the ads?

A. Well, I didn't understand the terminology. It
was all - They got code names or something, I know I used one
of the ads to get the names and I just copied more or less out
what was written.

Q. Did they ask you to send a picture to them?

A. I think some of them does, but I don't recall.
These ads, some of them are kind of farout. It is difficult
if you are not in that culture to understand what they are
talking about.

MR. LEHNER: What were your motives in doing this?

A. Well, I had two motives. One, I was going to
send these pictures out later on, that was the bright idea
of mine, if I did get some type of a false identification,
false United States identification - Now, as I mentioned
I was going to use, I did use their addresses several times.

Q. You say if you did get a false U.S. identificatio?

A. If I did get a false -

Q. If you did?

A. Well, if I got one I thought at one time I had a
pretty good chance of getting it before I got, went back to
New Orleans, but I thought possibly the way you have to

understand this is that I wasn't just working on one effort
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to get out of the United States. I had to - It was also
the Merchant Seamen, possibility of going to Columbia if I
had enough money and all these other, this New Orleans
connections and all those, I don't think you can look at it in
just one context just tring to get a Merchant Seamen's papers.
' Q. You said if you did get a false U.S. identification

then what was your motive as far as this was concerned?

A, I thought possibly that if I got a Merchant Seaman's
papers, it might be a good idea to circulate them
pictures, but I also thought that the possibility if I, if the
police made a greater effort into looking for me, possibly some
informant that said I was doing something illegal on the
borders - but I think I thought that they might assist some
way in that way by my appearance, because a lot of people -
when you get a lot of heat on youy, especially the FBI start
circulating your pictures, you can get identified through your
pictures and I was attempting to alter my appearance and give
people a false impression of what I looked like.

See, the only pictures I ever had in my life time was
mug shots in penitentiaries and they are, for some reason,
they are verny poor identification. I don't know why, but it
don't take too much altering to, in other words, you just have
to make slight alterations and there's no comparison between
two pictures. In other words, a commercial picture that you
take on the outside versus the mug shot that you get in a
penitentiary. But you usually - I don't like to get a picture

in a penitentiary, I attempt to alter my expression some

I
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way, anyway, to make it more difficult to identify me.

MR. EVANS: Would you do me a favor, would you go into
the whole thing about how you happened to select the
doctor or the surgeon to alter your appearance?

A. What?

Q. First of all, you, I'd like for you to give me an idea
as to why - I think you just went through why -

A. Yes.

Q. All right, now how did you go about, what were the
processes you used to make your choice?

A. Well, I knew at the time that it was best to call
a medical association if you wanted a competent doctor. I called -

Q. How did you know that? Did you ask someone?

A. Well, that's some knowledge I've picked up and I
think that's -- usually you call an organization well, if you want
a doctor you call a medical association. If you want a good
lawyer you usually call a bar association, but, of course,
in my positon that would be an error there, to call the bar
association for a recommendation. But anyway I did call the
medical association. I think it was the Los Angeles Medical
Association. They said they didn't recommend specific doctors
but they would give you a list of three competent ones and you
Could take your chioce. And, they give me this list, now, that
was on the phone. I called them on the phone. I don't think, I think
that was on the pay phone on the street. They gave me a list
of three doctors.

MR. LEHNER: They mailed it to you or gave it to you
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over the phone?

A. I think they give it to me on the phone and I
wrote it down. I can't remember all the details, but I know
I did call the Los Angeles Medical Association, I believe
they call it. So the gave me the numbers, so, I think I
decided on the doctor, well, the one that was closest to the
St. Francis Hotel where I was staying. So, I went and seen
the doctor and I told --

MR. EVANS: Did you call any -- You made one call or two
calls? Did you talk to any of the other two before you spoke
to Hadley.

A. I don't believe I did. I think I choosel him because
he was --

Q. Closest?

A. Closest.

Q. And then you called him. Okay, go on.

A. I don't know if I called him. I may have went to
his office. I think I finally went to his office. 1It's kind
of a casual operation because that's something like hypnosis out
there, everyone is you know into it more or less. And I think I
told the receptionist that I wanted to see the doctor about
some type of plastic surgery and she didn't appear to be --
she just asked me where I was, the name and address or some-
thing. I think she asked me, I think I volunteered some
other information about my brother in St. Louis or somewhere. But
I'm not sure about that, but anyway, now I talked to him and hLe

seemed to be kind of a professor type he didr't seem too interested
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in my business affairs, and I told him I was thinking about
being a commercial announcer and he -- I aked him about the
details of it and he looked at me and examined me and he said,
made an appointment, and I think he told me what the price
was and to bring the money when I came and something like

a lawyer. So -~

Q. What was the price that he quoted you?

A. $200.

Q. Had you expected it to be that, that price, had you
expected that price, had anyone given you an idea as to what
the price range might be?

A. Well, I didn't know. I think I asked, I made inquiries
about that. I may have, I don't know if I asked the receptionist
or not. But I wasn't going to spend a considerable amount
of money which I didn't have to spend, but I possibly could
have seen an advertisment in the newspaper, but I knew some-
thing, I did have enough knowledge to know something relatively
minor wouldn't been, you know, real expensive, some of those
operations would cost you a thousand dollars.

Q. Well, the price, the price he quoted, you thought
that was reasonable?

A. Yes, that was reasonable.

Q. Was it expensive?

A. Yes, it - )

Q. Were you surprised at all that it would be, that it
would be that inexpensive?

A. Well, I was prepared to go another $100 or
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but I might have been surprised in the mid west or something,
because that stuff it's not, it's an exception there, but out
there it's advertised and it's not considered no big operation.
It's really a casual deal. They just act like it's a simple
operation, the fact is, they performed the operation right in
the office. And they just take a picture of you and then they -

Q. Okay, do you want to go through the whole procedures
as to what happened now after you agreed on the price? What
did he do?

A. Well, he set a date for the operation and then the,
of course, I came, I went through with it and came back up there
and before he performed the operation I gave him $200 and he
seemed very confident other than being the professor type,
as I mentioned, and did the, then he give me some local anest-
hetic. They con't give you, you don't go under ether or any-
thing and then after, after the operation which doesn't take
very long, 40, 40-45 minutes they mold your features and put
the tape on and he did all that and told me to come back
and check for infection I think a couple of weeks. I owed
him, he -- Well, they put this grayish tape on it to just
keep it like they want. Well, I took the tape loose and tried
to mash my nose down further because my nose originally was
kind of a sharp pointed, more or less normal. Then I went
back ip about, whenever it was, I think it was two weeks
and he said I was coming along good, there was no infection
he told me to come back. I think it was nother three

or four weeks and he was going to have my picture taken for
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his journal or something. I don't know if I signed a paper
waiving that right or not but I never did return for the
ricture taking session.

Q. Were there any stitches in your nose?

A. I think it's possible. I believe it must have
been, I think it's possible he took those out onthe two week
examination. Maybe I took some of them out, I can't recall.
I think, I know there was stitches in there, there's no doubt
because there was considerable cutting.

Q. Were these tye type of stitches that dissolve into
your system or were they they type that had to come out?

A. I just don't recall. I assumed they were, they
make stitches but I can't recall. I know he examined me and
he said the operation was a, there was no infection, that's
what they are concerned about.

MR. EVANS: What did you do for the three weeks or two
weeks that your nose was bandaged? Did you carry on normal
activities or --

A. Yes, I ddidn't - Actually the soarness went out
in a couple of days. He had me - My eyes were a little,
slightly dark, but I didn't - that didn't really, the only
thing you had to be concerned about is getting punched or
something, but there was no curtailment of your activities.
You could go, go ahead about our business.

MR. LEHNER: What was your business during this time?

A. Not too much of anything at that time, except what

I have already testified to here.

AP0 M e T9 =« &
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Q. Where were you going, and what, what particular
hangouts were you spending your time?

A. Well, there were two of them. There was one between -
Now, I didn't spend too much time there, I never did get what
you call drunk or anything of that nature. I think three or
four drinks would probably be the maximum which would be
whiskey or something of that nature. One was a bar right
underneath the St. Francis Hotel, and another one was a club
which I thought was, to my mistake was a quiet place a couple
of blocks to the east of there, but I don't -

Q. What was the name of that place.

A. I can't recall, it set on the corner of Hollywood
and some other street. Hollywood Boulevard and some other
street.

Q. How did you get to meet Marie Martin?

A. Marie Martin. She was a barmaid in the St. Francis
Hotel, and I was just talking to her more or less.

MR. GANNON: Was this the lounge underneath the hotel?

A. That's correct.

MR. LEHNER: That's the one that you say the prisoner
had the address of, or had the name of?

A. Yes. I recognized the name of the bar.

Q. Can you tell us what your activities with Mary
Martin, how you came to meet her, and what you did with her?

A. Well, let's see, I think, well, the first time I
met her would probably be in the, probably before I went to

the St. Francis, before I moved up there, because I went in
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those bars, as I mentioned a while ago they are close, Close
to Serrano Street. I think she was from New Orleans origi-
nally. I think her accent was an -- She was, as I mentioned
a barmaid in the St. Francis in this lounge and after I
talked to her may be two or three times she started telling
me something about her family, her social relationship or
soamething. She said she had a boyfriend doing five years in San
wienten for possession of marijuanna I believe it was.

MR. GANNON: Did she sit down and drink with you while
you were in the lounge?

A. Well, she didn't come around from behind the bar,
no. She more or less - The conversation - She found out I
vas from Birmingham being she was from the south, I think she

thought there was some type of a -

Q. Connection?

A. - connection, yes.

Q. Did youever take her out to some other
place?

A. No, I didn't.

LEHNER: And tell us about the conversations with her?

A. Well, the conversation more or less was like a man
and woman conversation. She mentioned once that she -- one
of the highlights that stuck out in the conversation was
that she was concerned about her boyfriend in the penitentiary
and all that, and she wanted to know about all - how to get
him out and things like that. But, of course, I didn't tell

her that I was in jail and had some =--
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MR. EVANS: You didn't give her any escape tips?

A. Hints -- No, and she did mention one time that she would
like to get in politics and see lawyers and all that stuff. So -~

MR. LEHNER: See lawyers?

A. Get a lawyer with influence who could possibly help
her. A lot of, a lot of lawyers go before parole boards and
things like that. So one thing led to another and I think we
had some conversation about getting involved in politics, and I
took - I've been down to a place in north Hollywood and there
was some kind of a registration place down there and I don't
know just how all the details of the conversation come up, but
anyway I told her I'd take her down there and she should get in
politics or something and, of course, all the time I thought this
was kind of foolish, but you don't want to argue with a woman
about things that may be foolish. So, she registered and I
understand she registred for Wallace, George Wallace out there.

I don't know, if, I'm not positive because I think you can reg-
ister for anyone. So, she mentioned two or three times later,
she started talking about this, her boyfriend she needed to do
something for him. She had a letter from him and all that I
guess. So, I mentioned to her another time that if she was
really serious about it that she sould try to get someone who

has political influence or something and I suggested that she
register Republican out there, because I think they were in
charge of the government or something, the State government. So,
she went back down there and registered. I didn't take her down

this time, she went down on her own. The time I took her down
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there I went next door and purchased two tires for my --

they had a used tire shop right next door. But, anyway, the
second time I didn't take her she went down there herself and then
she come back and told me that she had some registration

paper. She told me she registered for Republicans or something
and I think that's the last conversation I had with her, on her
boyfriend. I think the other conversation had something to

do with - I told her I had to go to New Orleans one time or
something, and she asked me if I, if I could pick up - she had
two nieces down there or something and 1 said I probably could,
and she said something about she had some cousin or something
that would help me drive or something. His name was Charles
Stein or Martin or something. So I made some kind of arrangements
vith her that if he possibly helped me drive or something why
I'd go ahead and haul these two children back. So, the next
day when we got ready to leave I saw Stein and he was broke

and he wanted to call his sister or something, and he was sort

of a hippy type, he had beads and sandles and all that, a beard
and all that stuff. Anyway, I decided to go on down there

with him and so I think he called and let them know he was
coming down ahead of time and he told me if he, that if he

paid our - that he'd pay the trip back if, that he

there and pick them up, he'd have the expense money back.

so, we drove on down there and he - he was I mentioned he was
kind of odd. He started seeing flying saucers and all that.
And, when we got down there and I took care of the business

I had to take careof and I was in a hurry to get back, and we
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drove straight on down there and we didn't stop anywhere.
Well, he wanted to stay down there a couple of days and he
had something he wanted to take care of, so I think we stayed
there two days and then we came on back, straight through
back.

Q. Let me ask you this, you say you took Marie down
to the place where she registered, what place was this?

A. It was North Hollywood. I used to go down there
occasionally. I went down there one time to - I seen an ad
in the paper, they had recapped tires on sale or something.
It was right next to this registration office and I subsequently
purchased two tires there or something.

Q. Was this a Board of Elections place or was this a
place where one of the candidates had his headquarters?

A. I think it was a registration place. I have
never registered to vote. I don't - I'm not familiar with
that. But I assumed that you go in the place to register.
Anyone can register for anyone you want to.

MR. GANNON: Had you been in this place before you had
took her there?

A. No. I had never been in there. I did go in there
that time though, because I went next door to purchase,
purchase these tires and I can't, they were busy at that time
and she told me to come back the next day or something and
I went and looked for them, I went and asked them if they were
ready and they said -

Q. You hadn't been in the place you had been next door
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looking for tires, is that the idea?

A. I had never been in that registration place, no.
That was the first time I had ever been in there. There's
a sign on the - There's a large sign on the front, registration,
something of this nature.

MR. LEHNER: Well, had you been to a Wallace campaign
place in Los Angeles?

A. No. That was the extent of my - I think that was
the place there that's been, at least where I read in the book,
that was the extent of my going in any political headquarters
there. I had Hanes, you can ask me more on this later. I
had Banes check up on this other deal and he said something
about some senator in California, I can't think of his name, but
anyway, he got beat a couple of years later. But that was the
one that the Stein woman was trying to make some contact with
or something. He was a Republican and he was, he had a law office
in Los Angeles, but getting back to your question.

Q. In Los Angeles, did you go to a Wallace Campaign
Headquarters or was this a story?

A. No. When I first came there, that was my only
contact with any Wallace - When I first came there 1 was looking
for a - some type of cover - some type of front for me to stay
in Los Angeles for however long I stayed there, particularly
if it was four or five months. And I think I called this
Wallace Headquarters once and asked them something about how
long they were going to be there or something. And what I

wvas going to do, I had all Alabama identification. If I was
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stopped by the police, well, I would just say I was associated
with this Wallace group out here in some manner, but I found

out that they probably wouldn't be there very long, so whenever
I'd apply for a job or dance school or anything, or bartending
school, I'd just tell them I was some sort of a entrepreneur out
of old Mexico, and I was trying to go into business in Los
Angeles somewheres in some manner.

Q. I'm not quite clear with what you say, you had some
contact with the Wallace Headquarters or not?

A. When I first,when I first came there I was, I thought
maybe that would be a good cover because there was something in the
newspaper about it or something, and being I had Alabama identi-
fication I didn't, I think I called this organization and asked -
1 was trying to find out how long they were going to be there
or something, to the best of my recollection it was not too
long.

Q. You called them, did you actually visit them?

A. No. I never did visit them. I just called them
on the phone.

Q. So your only contact with Wallace, the Wallace
campaign was a call on the phone?

A. That's it, a call on the phone.

Q. Did you ever sign any petition for Wallace?

A, No.

Q. To your knowledge, did Marie Martin, or Charles Stein
or the other Stein sign any petition for Wallace?

A. I don't know. If it was a petition I think it was
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a registration. I think Stein did.

Q. Stein did or didn't?

A. T believe he did. That's the reason I went in
the place in the first place. I met, I went to the tire shop, I
came back and they wasn't there. I think it was him,
Stein and her, and when I got - When I went to this polling
place, this registration place Stein was arguing with them
about coffee or something, they didn't have cream or sugar

in their coffee. He'q been arguing with them for five or ten

and they said yes, and I don't know if I went to the car

with them or if I went back later on.

Q- This registration place was this a place that was

a Wallace place or was it for all candidates?

A, Well, I didn't make no assumption, but I assumed

fron the km"ledqe now, that you can register for anyone,

anj of these particylar places.

Q. Was thisaplace that Wallace had setup, a place that

bad Wallaces Picture or Wallace name on it, or something like
that?

AT think they had the name. I think Wallace was the

hame on jt, g think they was some registration on it or something

T renenber the name, the registration is about the only thing I
recal] Specifically about it.
Q

Wallace?

Had yoy encouraged Stein or Martin to register for

A No. I gidn't encourage them. I didn't care one

( minutes about that and I asked them if they were ready to go
[
f
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way or another. As far as my personal opinion, now

not at that time, I'd just assumed he couldn't be any
sorrier than the rest of them, but I wouldn't have spent
any effort or money or anything like that, to, to promote one
of them versus the others.

Q. That is your opinion now, what was your opinion then?

A, Well, I didn't give it much thought. If I'd have
give it much thought it would be the same as it is now.

MR. GANNON: Did you drive Charles Stein along with the
woman down there?

A. No. I think there is another - I don't know.

Yes. There was another woman too. Now, I don't know who she,
I think she was Stein's sister, but -

Q. Did you take all three of them to this registration
place when you were going to the tire place?

A. No. I just drove by there. I didn't take them
there. I parked on the street and they went around to the
registration place and I went to - I think I parked in a real
small street, I went to the registration I went to the, what it
was, I think it was a JNR or Firestone place. And they went
around there, but I didn't go around with them or anything
like that.

Q. So you let the three of them out of the car and they
went to the registration place and you went to the place where
you can get some tires?

A. Yes. These places are all real close together.

I don't think they is a half a block separating where I parked
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from the registration place form the used tire -

Q. Were the other two going down for the same reason
that Marie Martin was going down there, that is tc register
in order to get some, so that they could go to a politician
sometime and say, here's this woman's boyfriend who is a good guy,
can you do anything to help him get out? 1Is that the reason?

A. This took me completely by surprise when Stein and
this other lady came along. I thought it was just Marie
Martin. I didn't know, the fact is, I think this was the
first time I ever seen Stein.

Q. But you didn't know the reason why Stein and his
sister were going along with Marie Martin?

A. No, I didn't. I knew Martin, I never --
Well, as I mentioned I never had any conversation with the woman
before that Stein -- I don't think, I may have seen him one
time in the bar but I didn't, he was -- I know I always
strike up a conversation with him without somebody, you know,
running in on me.

Q. How long was this before you agreed to make this
trip to New Orleans?

A. Well, I had already decided that it was necessary
to make a trip to New Orleans before I took them down there.
This came up in a general way. I think I mentioned this to the
Martin woman, that I was going there and she asked me something
about would I pick up a certain party.

MR. LEHNER: Why don't we cut here for a little break

for our stenographer and take a couple minutes to stretch.
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MR. LEHNER: Okay, it is now 12 minutes after 12 and
we are on the 30th of March today.

MR. GANNON: I believe today's the 29th.

MR. LEHNER: Okay, I'm corrected, it's the 29th of
April. I missed a day and a month, 29th of April, 1977.

We have the year right and we are continuing our interview
with James Earl Ray.

On the trip to New Orleans with Stein, did he make
any phone calls?

A. No. He didn't have any money.

0. Did you make any phone calls?

A. As I recall, two.

Q. And what were those phone calls?

A. What were the two? To Jerry Ray.

Q. And do you recall where you were when you made those
two calls?

A. Well, a long ways from Los Angeles. I would guess
in New Mexico or Arizona.

Q. what were the purpose of those calls?

A. I just called him -- I think I called him once pro-
bably and he wasn't there, and I just wanted to tell him I
was all right and, of course, I didn't want to call him from
California. There was no significance in the calls. They
veren't of no importance, just saying that I was -

Q. Why did you not want to call him from California?

A. Well, there's the possibility of tracing the call

or something of that nature. The police finding out the

|
|
|
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general area I was living in.

Q. What did you do in New Orleans, on that occasion? N

A. The first, the first thina I did was cherk into a mntel. -..

Stein found it for me. It was about 9 blocks from the French
Quarter.

Q. What name did you use?

A. Galt, it was a motel.

Q. And, of course, that was the name that Stein and
Martin knew you as, Eric S. Galt?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. Or Eric Galt? )

A. Yes. A

Q. And do you know the name of that motel that you :
checked in, in the French Ouarters vou sav?

A. No. I can't recall it now. *

Q. Why did you stop there for any particular reason?

A, For that motel, well, Stein - I asked Stein if T

et N

I could?a motel somewhere in - or a hotel somewhere in the -
business district of New Orleans, or right on the edge of :

it, and he said he was familiar with the town and he recommerded
that motel, and he showed me where it was at and all.

Q. The time you told Marie Stein that you were going
to go to New Orleans what was your reason for going to New

Orleans that prompted you to tell Stein about it. I'm sorry,

Martin, Marie Martin.

A. What prompted me to go to New Orleans?

Q. wWhat prompted you to go to New Orleans?
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A. Well, I'd had some contacts with this telephore number
of Raoul, not Raoul but another party. There was some suggestion
that I should, I could come down there and discuss something with

them at that itme I was, I decided I would because I didn't want

to preclude anything of getting a passport, not only a passport

but at that time I was interested in the money too.

Q. Well, what number was this that you called?

A. The New Orleans - That was the new number, I was
jiven that in Mexico. It was a different number.

Q. Which number was this?

A. Well, the last number, well, the number was 7557 or
57, the only thing I recall was the last four numbers.

Q. Which were?

A. Well, I got them wrote down, but I don't know what
they are. I think I gave them to Mr. Evans here the last time.

Q. Do you recall them now, those last four digits?

A. I recall them, probably the same reason I recalled them
sefore. I don't, I recall there's two 7's in them, but I don't
recall, or there's two 7's and a five, but I don't recall
the other numbers.

Q. There's two 7's and a 5?

A. I'm pretty sure there is.

Q. 2And when you went to New Orleans where were you
Suppose to meet Raoul?

A. No particular place, I just, after I rented to room in
the motel I called this number up, this one here, and they asked

%¢ vhere I was located at and I told them and they gave me
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directions to come to a bar there on Canal Street which was
not too far from the motel, and I think, I think it was tte Love
Bunny Lounge, I believe that's the name of it.

Q. What's the name of the lounge?

A. The Love Bunny or the Bunny Lounge.

Q. When you say they gave you instructions, who is

A. Well, he, he, this one individual.

Q. Who was this individual?

A. I don't, I have no idea.

Q. Did he have an accent?

A. No.

Q. Was he the same person that you spoke to each time
you called New Orleans?

A. I believe so, I'm not positive.

Q. Was he the same person you spoke to when you had
the first New Orleans number?

A. Yes.

Q. How do you know it was the same person?

A. Well, I'm not positive, but it sounded like it.
If I had to say yes or ro I'd sav ves. but I couldn't be certain
of it.

Q. How would he refer to Raoul, would he call him by
a name?

A. Yes. He wouldn't refer to him, I would just say
I was calling him and give him my name and ask if, make inquiries

about Raoul and that type of conversation and he would give
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me a message or something of that nature.

Q. Okay. Did you go to this Bunny Lounge on Canal
Street?

A. That's correct.

Q. What happened then?

A. Well, I don't remember all the details of the con-
versation. I think I went in there. I got there first and
he came in there later and - You want all the details of what
conversation we had?

Q. Yes, please.

A. Well, there was conversation about the - I know my
complaint was I'm short of money and things like that, which
I was to a certain extent. And I talked him about - That
was the first time the guns come up, going into Mexico and
that type of business.

Q. What did he say about that?

A. ' Well, he suggested that we do it and this would be
the last time and it would be considerable amount of money
for me, 12 or $13,000, and it was mentioned about Cuba, possibly
I could go over there and get a passport and that - there
was no extended conversation there and I just mentioned I wasn't
interested in that. I would be, I would probably be interested in
the money and going into Mexico again and I mentioned that -
complained about the money again and I did get $500, and
shortly after that I went and looked up Stein again and that
was the extent of the conversation.

Q. He gave you $500 ?

A. That's correct.

#) nma My wa e
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Q. And what did he say you were going to be doing to

earn that $500?

A. Well, I assumed that would been a down payment cr
something.

Q. What did he say your next job was going to be?

A. Well, the impression I got, nothing was ever specific,
but it would be taking some type of military equipment, rifles
or something into Mexico.

Q. When were you suppose to do that?

A. There was no date set at that time.

Q. And when did he say to next contact lLim?

A. I think he just told me to keep in contact with
him on the phone or something, and something would be worked
out later on.

Q. Did you tell him you were at the St. Francis?

A. Well, no, not at that time. Well, I wasn't at the
St. Francis at that time.

Q. Where were you at that time?

A. I was at the Serrano Street and he still had that
address. I think I mentioned that I might move and that if
I did I would leave a change of address and subsequently I -

Q. Did he tell you where again you were going to
next meet him?

A. No, other than that phone number in New Orleans,
there was never -

Q. Was there any mention of Birmingham, Atlanta,
Memphis or any other city during that conversation in New

Orleans?
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A. No. I think later by phone or, it must have been
by phone, there might have been'some mention of Atlanta, I'm
not positive of it, but at that time there was no other than
¥ew Orleans, there was no mention of any other city.

Q. He was just trusting you with the $500?

A. wWell, I assumed it was a down payment for something
illegal. I don't think it was --

Q. Did you discuss leaving the country with him?

A, Well, he discussed, he brought that subject up more
or less, about, the passport and things, but I assumed that
was a con job.

Q. What did he say about the passport and things?

A. Well, there was some, it was mentioned about the
money, I think it was 12 or 13000, plus a pass —-- agoing to
Cuba somewhere, of course, he didn't press, press that, I mentioned
I'd rather have the passport and go, I don't know if I men-
tioned it, but I mentioned something. I don't remember mentioning
the details, but I think I probably told him that I would
decide where I would go or something of that nature.

Q. You had not decided?

A. I say I would decide.

Q. Did you tell him you were trying to get out of the
country from California?

A. No. I never told him.

Q. But he realized that you were trying to get out of the
country, is that right?

A. Well, I think he was, I think he was, thought I was
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relying on him, of course, I wasn't relving on anyone.

o. So he thought the $500 was monev well spent because
vou - he didn't realize that vouwere trving to get out of the
countrv from California, and that he realized that you, and
he thought that you were depending upon him for passage out
of the country?

A. I would assume that, I don't know. I would assume
if I was dealing with someone eight or nine months and he
still couldn't come up with any results to leave the country
that he wouldn't have too much of a chance to make arrange-
ments for a passport independently, the person I was dealing
with.

Q. How much money did you have apart from the $500 that
he gave you?

A. At that time?

Q. Yes.

A. I would say about $1500 probably.

Q. Were you making any efforts in California to get
out of the country?

A. Other than the ones I mentioned to you, I don't
know, there may be ohters, but I can't recall them Other than
the pass - other than the Coast Guard, Columbia, possibily
Brazil; I read something about some character that went to
Brazil, a fellow named Barroe, Barell; but, Rhodesia and --

Q. But what effort did you make to get to Columbia
where you did not need a passport as you relayed it?

A. Well, there was a money problem there, and that's
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one of the reasons I wanted money because if I went to South
America I would have to have more than a thousand, two thou-
sand dollars because, whereas if I went to Australia or
Rhodesia or England, somewhere, why it is a lot easier

to get a job in an nglish speaking country.

Q.  How much, well, did you make any inquiries as to

how you could get to Columbia from California?

A.  Well, I read this in the paper out there, I'm

almost, I probably, I don't think I went into any depth any-

¥heres. I just knew I could get there on a visa. But I think

there was a money problem at that particular point and I'm,
I'm almost certain that I wouldn't go to a country that I wasn't
faniliar with the language short of money. For instance, I

vould have stayed in Portugal if I would have had sufficient
funds, but if you are not converse in a language you feel more

or less lost, especially where you are looking for a job and
things of that nature.

Q- How long did you stay in New Orleans on this stay
this particular stay when you were there with Stein?

A Well, 1 was ready to leave within four or five

hours. I tpiny we stayed two days.

Q- The day that you saw Raoul was the same day that

YOu arrived, or you arrived in the nighttime and saw him the
next day?

A Well, I think it was, I think it was, it may have been
that day or the pext day, I'm not positive now. See, Stein,

he took me to the, we went to the motel, I'd probably have to
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look up them papers, but I think -

Q. What papers?

A. I think the ones I gave you. I think it was the same
day. I have a clear recollection that I was ready to leave
shortly after I got down there.

MR. EVANS: You met him at the Le Bunny or the Bunny
Club?

A. That's correct.

Q. Do you want to go into that, how did that come about?

You went to the motel first and then you went to the
club or you went straight to the club?

A. Well, did I go straight to the Club?

Q. Yes, in other words did you check into the hotel
or did you go to the club first?

A. No. I checked in the motel. I know that, but
what time and all it was I'm not - I'm not too familiar with
because I hadn't slept for about thirty-three hours. But I think
I'm almost positive it was the same day, but I have no idea what
the time it - what time of day it was.

Q. Time of day?

A. Except I think it was in the afternoon, but I can't,
I can't e positive of that.
Q. Well, after you got to the club did you call,
I mean, after you got to the motel and you checked in, did
you call the club to let him know that you were in town, that
you would be there and what particular time you would be there?

A. I called the phone number, but I called it after
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I checked into the motel there but I didn't call from the motel
they had a phone in the motel but I didn't, I'm not sure where
I called from. It was probably a phone booth, it would have
been a phone booth but I have no idea where it was at.

MR. EVANS: All right. And what were the - what - how
did the conversation go, what did you say, what were your
replies?

A. Well, I give -

Q. What were their replies?

A. I give them a name of Eric Galt, I just, I mentioned,
I said this was Eric Galt and asked if Raoul was there, and
he said if I could contact him - and there was some conversa-
tion about well, yes, at a certain - They asked me where I
vas staying at and I run down the address and give them the
address of that, I don't know if I gave them the address,
but I gave them the location of it or something and then he
asked me to meet him at this Le Bunny Lounge, I think it
was, and then I went down there and that was it.

Q. Was the phone 1mmrber that you called, was that the
Love Bunny Lounge?

A. No, I dor't think so, but I think later on I had
sa.. poeple check the Ie Bunny Lounge and various pawn shops
in that area and everything, and rone of them corresponded
to that number there.

Q. Okay, all right. Now, you told them to expect you
or they instructed you when to be at the Le Bunny Lounge?

A. That's correct.

Q. What time did they say for you to be there, do you
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recall?

A. Well, it was not too long after I called them,
but I don't know, I can't recall the exact time, I think
it was some time in the afternoon.

0. Was this before vou had gqone to sleep, vou
had just driven from L.A. straight through, right?

A. That's correct.

Q. Without stopping?

A. That's correct.

Q. And you checked into the motel, right?

A. That's correct.

Q. Did you want to take a nap or did you want to clean
up or did you want to rest, or you just went right over?

A. Well, I had to get the motel because I asked Stein
where the motel was, I guess I could have found one on my
own, but I wanted to get one in that general area downtown. And,
I don't know if you ride in a car 33 hours, I think you kind
of cat nap but its not really rest. We didn't stop at no -
We didn't stop to make any rest, we stopped at a restroom or
something, but there was no sleep or anything except maybe
an hour or so in the car and this was a small car.

Q. Did you drive the entire distance or did Stein spell
you?

A. We drove about half and half.

MR. EVANS: Half and half, okay, so it would be reasonable
to say that when you did get to the motel that you were sort of

fatigued?
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A, No doubt about it.

Q. So what was said that would make you go over there
rather than to rest?

A. Well, just to get the business taken carof, you
might say is the only thing - What I'm - What is sort of
queer is that, well, the queer part was that Stein,I know
Stein he recommended the motel and I checked in and I'm almost
positive that the first thing I did was make the phone call
after I checked in there, I didn't, I didn't - And then I
think the next day I think is when I was ready to leave.

I think I seen Stein the next day, but now Stein he's testified
to this too, but I'm just trying to - I'm kind of hazy.

Q. But as you recall you went right over after you
got there?

A. Yes. When I first got there.

Q. Had you been to the Le Bunny Lounge before?

A. No.

Q. How did you go about locating it?

A. Well, he gave me directions and I think it was or, he
said it wasn't too far from where I was located, at, and I went
to - down the main street, Canal Street, ‘and I found the
address and it's easy to find and I think I was - Well, it
wasn't isolated, but it's not downtown New Orleans, I think
it was close to the river front.

Q. Okay. Can you give me some idea as to what the
interior looked like when you got inside?

A. Well, see going towards the river front I think it

would be on the left side, the lefthand side of the street,
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but when you go in the bar is on the left and I think it
has, it was kind of dark, especially in the back, and they
had booths or something on the, on the right and I know there was,
part of the bar protrudes and I think there was a round
shape protrution in front of it, but that is about all I can
remember other than that I think they had a female bartender.
Q. All right, was the place crowded, was it empty,
who was there?
A. No, there was very few people in there. I wasn't
in there too long, but I got the impression that that's
anotner seamen's hangout or something.
Q. Well, when you asked the bartender for Raoul,
what did he do, did he direct you to the back or to the
front?
A. I didn't ask the bartender.
Q. Oh, what happened?
A. I sat in there for, I don't know how long, 20 or
30 minutes and he came in. I didn't --
Q. Raoul came in?
A. Yes, there was no, I didn't ask the bartender -~ the
barmaid or anything, anything about him, any names or anything.
Q. Was this a, did they have a bandstand, a restaurant/bar?
A. I don't believe it was any restaurant. The only
thing I remewber about the - I think the front of the bar had
a protrusion and I can't recall if there was any, I think it
was just the average bar, nothing -

Q. You sat at that bar, the booth, or table?
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A. I sat at the bar.

Q. At the bar -

MR. GANNON: About what time of day was this?

A. I really don't have any idea, but I think it was
in the afternoon. I can't recall what time we got there.

MR. LEHNER: Did anything else happen in New Orleans?
Did you contact anyone else, did anybody else see you there
that you know of?

A. That I know 0of? No, I didn't contact anyone.

Q. Did anyone see you and Raoul together?

A. well, ;he barmaid in New Orleans. The barmaid
in this tavern did, but he came and left, but I was still
in there so -

MR. GANNON: Did she appear to know Raoul as though
he were there regqularly?

A. Not to my knowledge, no I never, I don't recall
too much about her, she - Barmaids were all alike because they -

MR. LEHNER: What can you tell us about her?

A. Nothing, I wouldn't recognize her if I saw her
but I would recognize the interior.

MR. EVANS: Wasshe attractive, unattractive?

A. Well, Usually barmaids are not attractive
or unattractive. I think they are inclined to be, I guess
if you seen one you have seen them all, I think that's -

MR. EVANS: Seen them all.

A. Yes.

Q. How long were you in the bar before Raoul came in again?
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A. I think aobut 15 minutes.

Q. Fifteen minutes, what did you have to drink?

A. What did I have to drink?

Q. Yes. What did you order?

A. Well, it was most likely whiskey.

Q. Whiskey.

MR. GANNON: You said before that you had some people go
down there and check things out this phone number and you
mentioned bars and you also mentioned pawn shop places, was
there any special reason why you thought maybe a pawn shop
might be associated with this thing?

A. Well, that's one reason why I found, I thought I
found the first three numbers of the, of the phone number,
usually a pawn shops, pool halls, and bars are criminal elements
hangouts, so, I did send a - I don't know if I still got all
these pawn shops and everything phone numbers, but I originally
got the numbers from the directory of various pawn shops in
that inmediate area, and got all these numbers in the immediate
area, but none of them corresponded to the number I, the last
four numbers I had.

Q. Did Raoul ever say anything to you which suggested
to you that he was associated with a pawn shop?

A. No, but I know from personal experiences that pawn
shops, pool halls, and bars are - while they might not be
criminal they are somewhat suspected habitats.

Q. They might handle some things that people don't have
rightful title to, is that possible?

A. Yes.
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MR. LEHNER: Well, could you tell us of anybody that
saw you together other than this barmaid?

A. In New Orleans? I think it was just two or three people
in there. They were sitting in front, I recall they were sittirg in
front, we were sitting about the middle of the bar, and I believe
after they left there I heard, overheard, some of their con-
versation or something.

Q. Do you recall?

A, No. It was something about the - Something about
they were involved in the Merchant Seamen somebody said something
about he'd been somewhere or something. I didn't join in the
conversation I just, it was close to the river I think.

Q. what did you tell Stein as to your reason to go
to New Orleans?

A. I don't know what I did tell Stein, I think I told
him I had some type of a business, but it really wouldn't
be important because I could have told him anything I think.

I think - Are you talking about Charlie or the woman?

Q. Well, the woman is Marie Martin.

A, Is that Martin - Yes, her name is - Well, I'm
not adverse in all these names.

Q. Well, let's go to Marie Martin, what did you tell
her?

A. I think I told her I had some business there or
something, and Stein I don't know what I told him, probably
nothing.

Q. But you told Stein you were ready to go and he
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asked to remain, is that correct?

A. Yes. I think I sleptovernight and I asked him the
next morning for, but of course I had done paid the motel
bill. I wasn't going to leave after paying the bill, and
I think = I think I told him the next mornina I went and
looked him up and he wanted to stay two days or
something, but I'm kind of vauge on this.

MR. GANNON: Had you already checked out of the motel
when you went to see him?

A. No.

MR. LEHNER: Did you get your car serviced in New
Orleans?

A. I don't believe I did.

Q. Did you get it serviced in Los Angeles before the
trip?

A. Yes.

Q. When do you recall getting your car serviced in
Los Angeles?

A. Before I left?

Q. Any time during the Los Angeles stay?

A. Well, I went one time in Los Angeles, I got the
car serviced. One other time I had trouble with the battery.
I had some other minor trouble, but I can't recall what that
was. I think it was a -- all of these are insignificant.

MR. GANNON: How was that Mustang on gas?

A. I would guess about 20 miles to a gallon.

Q. On the way back did you make any phone calls to

New Orleans or to L.A.?
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A. No I don't believe so.

MR. EVANS: Did you use the same service station, did
you have a particular station you went to with troubles or
to gas up?

A. No. I didn't have no - I never went to the same
place twice. I didn't like to make a habit of getting seen
and recognized and all that. I usuallygo to another place.
And particularly in Los Angeles it's scattered out quite
a bit and some of these places you go to, for instance, where
I bought the tires was on one side of town and the dance
school was the other, and the hypnosis place on the other side
of town. So I never made any practice of giving business to
one place. I had some recollection now of getting some
stamps somewhere several times, but I don't know if I did that
I must have been going to a certain station that put out these
stamps, S&H Green Stamps, whatever you call them.

MR. GANNON: Did you ever cash them in like in a department
store or something like that?

A. Well, I just to have a vague recollection of that
now, but I can't, I can't pursue it any more but I think I
did at one time. If I was probably short of money or some*hing
I might.

MR. LEHNER: Now, your purpose in going to New Orleans
was to get the $500, is that correct?

A. Well, that was my purpose, but after I got down
there I made a strong pitch to get the $500. I didn't ask

for no specific amount, but that's what I got.
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Q. Well, what was your purpose for going down there?

A, Well, whatever is available I suppose.

Q. In the way of money?

A. Yes.

Q. Well, why didn't you ask for a particular amount?

A. Well, I don't know, I mean, that's - I don't believe
that is something you can do if you were asking somebody for
money just based on your past possible criminal association,
you wouldn't ask for a certain amount, you got what you could
get and you might ask for a little more,but, which I didn't
do, but I can't, I can't explain that.

Q. wWhen you came back, how long did you stay at
Serrano until you went to the St. Francis?

A. Well, I went there in December probably for
three more weeks I suppose.

Q. When was yow next contact with Raoul or the
phone number in New Orelans?

A. After I came back?

Q. Yes.

A. I think the next contact, he contacted me by letter.

Q. What did he say in the letter?

A, It was a short note, something about calling him
and I know that the letter was forwarded from Serrano
Street and I left a forwarding address with the mailman.

Q. What happened to that letter?

A. I have no idea, I guess it was burned up or something.

Q. When did you burn it?
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A. I have no idea of that either. Probably a short
time after I received it?

0. wWhat did the letter sav. 1iust to contact him?

A. I think there was some mention of the date or some-
thing, but I can't remember all the details on that. Although,
I have them written down somewhere.

Q. Where were you living at the time where you had
the incident where you had the fight in front of the bar?

A. Serrano.

Q. what did you loose in that fight?

A. You want me to go into detail?

Q. Go ahead.

A. Well, I use to stop in this particular bar, usually
before I went to the dance studio, I would come in to rest
or something. 1I'd take no more than two or three drinks
ard I'd leave. Now, this particular night there seemed to
be more of a diverse clientele in there than there usually
are, for instance, I think it was later, I think it was 10
or 11 o'clock. I usually go to the place, usually go in there
6or 7 or 8, it was 6 or 7 o'clock and I parked the Mustang.
Now, this establishment sets right on Hollywood Boulevard,
which is one of the main streets, plus it runs into side
streets. It sits right on a corner, well, I parked the Mustang
directly across the street from it on a corner and I went
in there and I usually didn't have too much conversation, and
there was a lot of arguments in there that night, and
some, there was some, I guess people seen my car out

there in the street too, because as I mentioned it had Alabama

42-076 0-79 - 6
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license on it in bright red and all that stuff, and I don't know
whether they seen that or they might have inferred it from my
accent which was, while not southern it wasn't Los Angeles anyway.
But, anyway, there was some mention about Alabama and the racial
problem down there and all that, and so I, I didn't want to argue
about it and there was some other fellow, and, this was a woman
that that this conversation took place, and there was some other
individual there, he was talking about something, something wrong
with the government and he talked to me about - Well, he talked -
Well, I didn't talk to him he talked to me about all the problems
with the government and it wasn't exactly a hippy joint where you
would consider - where you would look for this type of conversa-
tion, but I guess it wasn't what you call a square place either,
so anyway, I tried to avoid these arguments, so I started to
leave. I know I left and I got right outside the door and I
started to round the corner and I was going to cross the street,
so they must have grabbed me pretty close out of the door. One
of them grabbed me from behind the, the tall one and the short
one started hitting me. Well, the short one was the more or

less the aggressor and they had my, they had me from behind and
he had ahold of my coat someway and I slipped out of my coat and
got away from him, but I ran across the street. I was going to
get in the car. I had my .38 in it and at that time I was going
to get an equalizer, but anyway, but apparently when I got

out of the car I dropped my car keys in my pocket and the car
keys, they probably, they got the car keys evidently and they -

I think they pulled my watch off. I know I had to buy another

watch the next day, a cheap one, and after this thing --
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After I couldn't get in the car I run across the street.
Irun up to a church yard and stayed there a few minutes and
then I went to -- The police didn't come around so, so, then
I went up the street and cut back across the street and come
back down on the same side of the street that the tavern was,
and there was a house right beside the tavern and I stayed
teside this house in the dark and stayed there until daylight,
and at that time I was kind of dirty because I was - I got
dirty somewhere back behind this house. So, anyway, the police
neverdid come to pick up this car and the next day I went to
a locksmith on Hollywood Boulevard. I'd say it was about 49
hundred block and asked him if he could - I told him I had
lost my car keys and if he could fix them, and he said, he
zentioned something about he was originally from Tennessee.
50, he took me up there in his truck. I think it cost me $10
0 get a set of keys made andit took 15 or 20 minutes, and then
Iwent to another place and bought a cheap watch and that's it.

Q. Did you loose your wallet during this episode?

A. No. The only thing I lost, I didn't even lose my -
I had my wallet and my money and the keys to the rooming
house, of the Sexrano Street address in my pocket. I
didn't lose any of the keys to the rooming house or wallet
or the money.

Q. Did you have a driver's license with you under the
name of Galt?

A. At that time?

Q.  Yes.

A. Yes.
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Q. Did you have a registration for the car?

A. I had a - Well, in Alabama you have some type,
it's not a title, but yes I had it.

Q. Now did you lose either of those?

A. No.

Q. Have you heard of anything to do with the fact
that a duplicate driver's license was issued for you?

A. I read something in the paper about it was issued
to me, but I don't recall. I got these vague ideas that
I may have ordered two of them or something, but that wouldn't
made much sense, but if I'd lost the driver's license I'd have
most likely lost the registration, but I just can't recollect
losing it at that time. The only thing I clearly recollect
is the watch and the keys which I replaced the next day.

Q. How many sets of keys did you get from the man you
bought the car from in Birmingham?

A. I got two from him.

Q. Where was the other set of keys?

A. I gave them to the individual called Raoul.

Q. Did you think of calling New Orleans to get the
other set of keys rather than to go to the expense of getting
a locksmith to come to the car?

A. Well, you can't leave the car sitting on the street
all that time. I didn't know how long it would took to get
another set of keys assuming I did get them, but I think it
would have been a lot easier to have someone make you a new

set.
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MR. EVANS: Why did you think the police were going to
pick the car up ?

A.  Well, ve were fighting in the middle of the
street. Usually the police come around and they see these
Alabama tags they very well could have pulled it in. But,
of course, I don't know what the rules were, parking in the
Street at that time. So, I just watched it until daylight.

Q.  Well, what sort of fight was it that you thought

the police would respond and pick up your car since you were

perhaps the victim?

Ao Well, 1 got rolled on the main street. The cars

vere 9oing by and the people were -

Q- Yes, but what does that have to do with your car
being parkedp

A Well, I imagine the police investigated, they would

#robably  cone in the tavern or something and ask about the
car and the person in the fight and everything.

2 Well, how many people in there knew that the car
vas yours?

A Well, this young lady she mentioned, she was kind

of abrasiye about politics. I don't know if they assumed the
Car was mine or they saw the tags on it and they assumed that I
*2s from a southern state. Well, they did know it because
Tactually started arqguing about it. I, I admitted

that T vas from Birmingham and it was enough circumstantial
evidence that 1 didn't want to take any chances on that.

Q. Well, during this whole encounter had you done any-
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thing that the police would have arrested you for or would
have wanted to seize your car for?

A. Just from fighting?

Q. Yes.

A. Well, they would have finger printed me, I was
concerned about being finger printed not anything else. I don't
know what the police practice is in Los Angeles. I think it
varies from city to city, but a lot of times you can get
finger printed just on a traffic violation.

Q. Well, I mean if you are a victim you are obviously
a victim of a crime, why would they want to finger print you?

A. Well, I imagine they usually question a victim of
a crime.

Q. Right.

A. I think the fact is I read in a paper where a
lot of victims after a crime windup in jail.

Q. Well, the point I'm saying, this is the point
I'm making, if it occurred as you said it occured, well, then
I don't see how they could have possibly wanted to arrest
you if two guys came out and pulled your coat down over your
arms and began to assult you and robbed you of whatever items
you had in your coat pocket. I don't know why they would
have wanted to arrest you?

A. Well, I don't know either, but they very well miaht rave
told them that I was trying to rob them or something, you
know how feelings get in a situation like that.

Q. Oh, this was just a felling but there was nothing
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that occurred that you might have done or might have said that
#0.1d have made them think that you should have been arrested

itd finger printed, in other words was there anything said in

the bar?

A. No.

Q. Were there any people in the bar that might have
‘elt or might have put you in a bad light so if the LA police,

1f they arrived might have wanted to arrest you or taken you
2 for identification?

A.  No, other than me being out of State and having

s%e problem explaining my business out there. Except that
lwas in business in Mexico, it would have been, well, I
Jist really would rather play it safe on anything like that.
0 Okay, 1 see.
MR. LEWNER: When did you next decide to leave Los Angeles?
A ¥When did I decide? Well, I decided to leave some
U in - Igot a - I think this was a result of a phone call of
*T3KiNg to New Orleans I decided.
e asa result of the letter sent to you?
A Yes, fThis was, this was a result of a phone call.
Q- And you called them?
A Yes, I was more or less the instigator of Los Angeles.
0. Well, this was a result of a letter that was sent
5 Raoul to you?
A, That's correct.
0. You then called him and what was that conversation

Wer the phone?
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A. Well, there was some, I know there was mention
of me to go to New Orleans make contact there. I don't
know if there was any - I have some recollection, but, of course,
then again I'd have to see the paperson this. I have some
recollection of a little more detail in the phone call than
I usually got, but I don't know other than going to New
Orleans, I don't know if there was any mention of possibly
going somewhere else or not. There was mention of Atlanta
but I don't know when that was first raised. I don't know
if it was Los Angeles or where. I know it was raised in Bir-
mingham. I'm not certain on that.

MR. GANNON: How did you mean a little more detail than
the usual phone call?

A. I don't remember all the conversation but I just
have a recollection it was more detailed about what I should
do and when I should do it, an I think there might have been
more than one city mentioned. There might have been mentioned
more than Atlanta. I know I know I wasn't, it wasn't definite
enough where I would pull up roots altogether so to speak.
While I don't file a change of address, I knew it wasn't
anything that strong but I think there might have been some
mention of going into another town from New Orleans or some-
thing like that, some extended trip.

Q. Well, you certainly got travel instructions. Did you
get any other kind of instructions?

A. Well, other than making contact with New Orleans,
no. There was a certain date I was suppose to be there, I

was late.
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MR. LEHNER: What date were you suppose to be there?

A. Whatever, I don't recall now. Whatever it was,
it vas no, we agreed on it. I believe it wasn't no really =
%ell, it wasn't something that had to be done, but it was some-
thing that was preferable. I know I was late. I think
Ivas a day late or something.

MR. GANNON: What month was it?

A. This was in March.

Q. Was it toward the end or the begining of the month
or where exactly in the month?

A. Toward the middle I believe it was.

MR. LEHNER: Did you take all your possessions with
you?

A. I think I did except the television set and the
veights. I think I left them with this Marie Martin, yes.

Q. Did you ever get them back?

A, No. I think I traded the TV and told
I she could have it if she wanted it or she could trade
it back later, I don't know if - I know I left the weights down
there and I don't know if I left anything else or not.

Q. The weights you left with Marie --

A.  Yes.
Q. - vou haven't aotten those back?
A.  No. I never did go back after them.
Q. But as far as the TV you traded that TV

for what?

A. Por another one.
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Q. And you took that TV the small one or the other
one with you?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. Well, this was a different trip than the first
trip to New Orleans, when in the first trip you left all your
possessions there, is that correct?

A. Yes, I didn't know if I was coming back on the
first trip, but, of course, if I had gotten a passport and -
Well, naturally I wouldn't have come back, but it wasn't,

I was almost certain I would come back the first time because well,
these kids, these children I'd promised to bring them back.

Q. Well, did he tell you in this phone call on the
second trip that you were definitely going to a particular
place?

A. I have some recollection that he mentioned another
town and it could have been Atlanta or something, but
there's more detailed instructions than there was in other
times, the other time it was just an exploratory talk, the
first time.

Q. Okay, why don't we take our lunch break now.

(The time was 12:59, p.m.)

MR. LEHNER: Allright, we have started our recording
machine,.it's the afternoon of April 29th, 1977 and we are
continuing our conversation with James Earl Ray.

Before lunch we were talking about the trip you were
taking to New Orelans which whould be the second trip, and at

this time you were taking all of your goods except your barbells,
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fou had already exchanged the TV sets, what were the reasons
for exchanging the TV sets?

R. Well, the other one was a console.

Q. So you exchanged it for a, for a portable?
A. Yes.

Q. And this time you were intent on going to New Orleans

£r a particular purpose?

A, Yes.

Q. What was that purpose?

A. Well, I - It was a certain assumption based on the

Past, on the other conversation in December and I assumed it
¥as for the, this weapons deal

A.  Did he say on the phone, the man you spoke to that

it vas a weaporsdeal or anything?
A.  No.
ghone.,

There was nothing mentioned like that on the

Q. Did yoyu speak to Raoul or the other fellow?

A.  The other fellow.

Q. What did he say?

A, Well basically it was where, when to be there and things

of that nature, the meeting place.

Q  Where did he say the meeting place would be?

A.  New Orleans.

Q. Where in New Orleans?

A, There was no specific place. I think I was supposed
to call whep 1 got there.

0. And did you go by yourself?
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A. Well, I took some padages for another party, but
I went by myself, yes.

Q. Who was the person that you took the packages for?

A. I think I told Marie Stein, Mary Martin a few days
before that that I was going to New Orleans. She asked me
to drop something off at an address which I did.

Q. What address was it that you dropped it off?

A. I don't recall.

Q. Did you deliver it to a particular person?

A. Yes.

Q. Who was the person?

A. It was some woman, I don't know her name.

Q. What part of New Orleans was it that you dropped
it by?

A. I think - I don't know, I had the address, but I
don't know, I just don't recall it was out, it wasn't downtown
or anything, it was on tre edge of town.

Q. wWhat type of items did you drop off?

A. I didn't even go through them. I think it was
clothing mostly.

Q. And what was the purpose of her transporting that, those
items to the lady in New Orleans?

A. Well, I had no idea. I just told her that I was
going down there. I told her that I'd be back, of course, I
thought the possibilities were slimof that. I don't know if
I told anyone else or not. That came up in the casual con-
versation in the bar I believe it was.

Q. Did you ever have any romantic relation with
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Aiss Martin?

A. No. I never had any.
MR. EVANS: Inclinations?
A. Inclination,

Q. Didyou ever want to?
R. T think she had a boy frieml. I seen her with the
®oter party two or three times and I think the fact is one

time she borrowed 10 dollars off me or something to get his

Presents or something,

Q.

She didn't make too much money.

Well, were you going out of your way for her?

A. No. I don't think I went out of the way. I

wuldn't have made a trip down there just to deliver some
clothing down there, but I just happened to mention casually

Hhat I was going in that direction. I don't know if she had

uy interest in me or not. But, I wasn't, I always considered
xself in transit, anyway, I wasn't interested in getting involved
¥ith anyone, except in a casual manner.

0. Did you make the trip in one day from LA to New Orleans?

A. At that time, no, it took longer than that because

I stopped at motel g along the way. I didn't drive straight
through. I think it took, I know I was late getting there. I
think ittook three or four days probably.

Q. How long did the first trip take from LA to New

Orleans?

A. I read somewhere where it took 33 hours. That was

straight driving.

Q. That was no - you did not stop for sleep?
A, No.
0,

¥here did vou ston on this trin?
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A. I don't know this motel is on the way between Los
Angeles and New Orleans. I can't recall motels. I know it
took two or three days.

Q. What names did you use when you stopped?

A. Apparently I used Galt.

Q. Because you had the car with you?

A. That correct.

Q. Where did you go when you arrived in New Orleans?

A, I made the phone call to this party and there was
some mention that this Raoul, he went on to Birmingham and
there was a suggestion I meet him at the same place, the Star-
light Club.

Q. Where did you make this call from where you learned
this?

A. I don't know just where it was at. I didn't check
into any motel, it had been along this phone booth, a street phone
or something and I know - I do know it was getting late in the
day and then I delivered this stuff to the Stein woman and
that was it.

Q. Well, were you in New Orleans when you made that
call that you found out that =~

A. Yes.

Q. - that Raoul was not there?

A. That's correct.

Q. In route, @id you call the number to tell them
that you were bheing delayed?

A. No. I think I called - Well, I wasn't delayed, it
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"Est took me longer . I didn't think it would take that long
3 get there or something.

i re
Q. But you waited until you were in New Orleans befo

:tu called the number?
d
A.  Icalled once right before I left Los Angeles an
- ¢ldn"t nake any more calls until I got to New Orleans.

' here
Q- Well, was any reason given as to why he wasn't t

aiting for you?

A.  No. WMo, there was no reason.

Q- What did the man say when you called?

A, He said he had gre on to Birmingham and for me to

et him at a certain, I think it was the next day at the
Sarlight Clup in Birmingham.

0. So you delivered the packages and did you stay

the night in Ney Orleans?

A No. I pag trouble finding the address of when,

“Ere to deliver ype Packages to. I delivered those, I believe
“t¥as dark, I qope, know what time it was and after delivering
t'e packages 1 Stayed in a motel on the outside of New

‘Tleans, between Ye¥ Orleans and Biloxi, Mississippi.

Q- And whay did you do after staying that night, do
04 know what Place You stayed at?

A. o,

Q- What giq You do the next day?

A- The nexy day I went towards Birmingham, towards
Sirminghan,

—

and T thing possibly I got off on the main road
re
. although 1'p poy Certain of that because Alabama roads a

fOt in the gape Condition as some of the more industrial

)
|

=
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states. After driving all day I don't know what time I
left the motel after driving, however far I drove, I got -
I think I checked into - later I found out it was a motel
in Selma, Alabama.

Q. And what day did you, what day did you arrive in
New Orleans?

A. Well, I couldrt i would be impossible to answer that.
could give you approximately the month, it would be in the
let's see, sometime in the latter part of February.

Q. And then you stayed in the motel between New
Orleans and Biloxi?

A. That's right.

Q. And what's the next night after that?

A. Mol -- Selra.

Q. Why did you go to Selma?

A. It was getting dark and I checked into the motel
called the Flamingo.

Q. Well, was Selma in route between New Orleans and
Birmingham?

A. Yes.

Q. Had you ever been to Selma before?

A. No, that was the first time I had ever been there.

Q. And the reason you went to Selma was not because
you took the wrong road, but -

A. I'm not certain I got on the wrong road. The road
was not, it was a oneway road, in other words, it wasn't what
we refer to as a super highway. And I mentioned to Bradford

Huie that I may have gotten off on the wrong road and it may
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have taken me longer to get there but you'd have to look at
the road map to determine whether there was myi;horter

way betveen New Orleans and Birmingham, Alabama/there actually
vas,

Q. I mean, what you are telling us - What you were just
telling me is that Selma is in route between New Orleans and
Birmingham and that you did not, you intended to go to Selma
to spend the night?

A No. I didn't actually intend, it just so happened
that 1 stopped there after it was dark. But, I'm not certain the
route is, these are the type of roads that they keep twisting
around and a 1ot of hills and things, so I'm not certain that
that vould have been the shortes distance between New Orleans
and Bimmingham jp fact the next day I got, I was late again when
T went through Montgomery, Alabama. I'm still not cettain‘whether
Tvas on the shortest route or not. I can't say at this time.

MR. EVANS: You went to Montgmomery, what was the purpose?

A Well, 1 gotten -- Well, I was going towards

wa
Birminghan and 1'gq thought there was probably a shorter Y

through Hontgomery.

MR. LEHNER, Did you have maps of that area?

M T evidently aia, yes. -
0 pig YOU mark any of those maps?
A,

I night
T don't recayy marking any, on any road maps, g

on @ city map, but I can't recall.

i to what
O ¥hen You say a city map you are referring
city?

l-ﬂlo,“_7 -
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A. Well, Los Angeles or Atlanta or a city like that.

Q. Any others that you can recall marking?

A. I don't recall marking any except possibly a
Los Angeles and the Atlanta map, of course, I haven't -
the Atlanta map it's been mentioned sometimes in my recon-
struction, recollected that.

Q. Well, what about the Los Angeles map, what happened
to that map?

A. Well, I think those papers I gave you the last
time you were - Now, apparently the FBI has them and eight

or ten other maps.

Q. Was that map still in the car when you parked it
at Capitol Homes?

A. I don't know where they got that map. They either
got it out of the case I was carrying when I was arrested

or they got it out of possibly the Atlanta establishment.

Q. Did you have some maps also in the car when you
left it or did you take the maps out of the car when you
left?

A. I'm almost certain I threw everything out of
that car I could throw out except that it was dark when I i
threw it out so I could have missed some smaller items because
I didn't look in the car after, after I arrived, after I arrived
in Atlanta there wasn't, I didn't, and got in that parking lot,

I didn't shake it dowr or nothing like that.
Q. And had you ever fixed that tire that you told us

before that you tried to get fixed or you attempted to get
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fixed in Memphis? Did you fix it after Memphis?

A. I never fixed it, no.

Q. So it had a slow leak in it, is that right?

A. That's correct.

Q. So when you parked the car at Capitol Homes it
still had that leak in it?

A, It most likely - I don't know if it went bad when it
vas, now that it didn't have any weight on it, but it was, now,
let me get this tire straight now. I want to, yes, I changed
the tire and I imagine, well, I was trying to get straight
just whether I took it off or had it refilled the day before
that on April 3rd, but I took it off and excanged it, so, now
vhether it went down any more after, after I put it in the car I
don't know. But it was about I would say 3/5 down when I took it
off.

Q. You took it off when?

A. On April 3rd.

Q. But that was in the trunk of the car when you, when
you went to that Memphis gas station to get it fixed?

A. That's correct.

Q. And you never had it fixed since then?

A. I never did have it fixed.

Q. So when you parked the car in Atlanta it still had
that slow leak to it?

A. That's correct.

Q. Now, was Dr. King in Selma when you were there?

A. I have no idea. William Bradford Huie says he was in

that area, but I don't have any independent knowledge of that.
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Q. Well, was he in Los Angeles when you were in Los
Angeles?

A. Well, I don't know. I read in these books, they
said he was there at some point in time whileI was there,
but I don't know when he was there or if he was there as
far as that goes.

Q. Now, what did you do in Selma other than stay at the
Flamingo?

A. It was dark when I arrived there, I think I wvent
right on to sleep, there was nothing -

Q. what name did you give at the Flamingo?

A. Galt.

Q. About how much money did you have on you at that time?

A. It is difficult to say. I'd say I'd guess probably
$1500 or something.

MR. GANNON: You didn't oick uo.any monev in New Orleans
at this time?

A. No, I didn't.

Q. You didn't speak to anyone face to face
about a way of going either, did you?

A. Face to face in New Orleans?

Q. I'm thinking of, you know, when you got to New Orleans
you tried to contact Raoul -

A. No, I didn't. I was just in there amd out that was it.

Q. And your only contact was with him over
the phone?

A. At that time, yes.
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MR. LEHNER: What time did you leave Selma that day?
A. The next morning.

Q. What day was that about?

A. Well, it must have been socmetime in Pebruary.

Idon't remember the day, I1'd say, towards the end of February.

Q. And after you left Selma what route did you take?

A. I. don't know, but I got into Momgomery, that's
the only town I can recall.

0. Had you ever mentioned Montgomery before?

A. No.

Q. What did you do in Montgomery?

A. I sort of looked up the road signs for Birmingham
d vent from there to Birmingham.

Q. And what did you do when you arrived in Birmingham?

A. I went to the Starlight and I met this Raocul there.

Q. What time of day was that?

A.  Well, that was late again, I don't know what time
itvas. It was in the afternoon, I'd say, probably close to
oon time I guess.

MR. GANNON: What time were you supposal to be there if
You vere late in arriving?

A.  Well, whatever time it was. I think I was supposed
to be there towards the morning or something, but I know I
vas late or something, a couple of hours I guess. I think, I
think the lateness was caused by going through Montgomery instead
Of taking a shorter route.

*R. LZENER: What date were you supposel to be there?
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A. I don't recall that now either. Sometime in
February. These dates and - they were late FPebruary and
early March.

Q. What time in the morning were you supposed to meet
him?

A. I don't know, but the only thing I recall he
mentioned, there was some mention or conversation about being
late and I wanted to eat or something and he said well we don't

have time or something.

Q. What time did you arrive?

A. To the best of my recollection sometime around
dinner time, because I know I was --

Q. In the evening, dinner time?

A. Lunch time, at lunch, yes.

Q. Lunch time.

A. Lunch time, yes.

Q. So you are just talking about a couple of hours

A. Yes.
Q. And when did you find out the time you were suppose
! to be in the Starlight?

A. Well, I found out on the phone, but =

Q. When you were in New Orleans?

A. Yes. It was mentioned about being there around a
certain time and on a certain date.

Q. A certain time in the morning and a certain date

and it took you a couple of hours longer than you should have
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et in getting there?

A It apparently took me an hour or so longer to get
there than what it did.

0. What was the conversation you had with Raoul?

A, Well, it was very short. I recall something
tout I vanted some food or something and he said he didn't
have tine or something and he was going to Atlanta. He wanted
to get there before dark and that was about it.

Q. what else happened?

A Well, we went toward Atlanta toward Atlanta.

0. How did it come about that you went toward Atlanta?

A.  Well, he suggested that that's where we were going.

52id that's where we were going.
Q. And how were you getting there?
A, ¥e drove there.

Q. In your car?

A Yes,

0. What did he say was happening to his car at that
time?

A Well, there was no mention of his car.

Q. How longdid you and he drive from Birmingham to
Atlanta?

A,

Idon't know how long it took us to drive there,

but vhen ve got there it was, it was in the afternoon sometime.
1 know that because I hadn't been there for an hour and a

half or so before it started getting dark.

Q. Well, levs see, you got there later than you were suppose
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to, to the Starlight?

A. That's correct.

Q. How long did you spend at the Starlight?

A. I don't think over two or three minutes.

Q. And when did you leave Birmingham, what time of the day
was that?

A. It would have been sometime during the noon hour,

I don't know. I guess between 12 and 2 probably, closer to
12 I'd say.

Q. And when did you arrive at Atlanta, about what
time?

A. Well, I don't know again, but it's, it was getting
closer to dark because we hadn't been there over an hour and
a half or so looking for a room until it started getting dark.

MR. GANNON: Did you stop at all for food along the
way?

A. No. I didn't get any food until seven or eight
o'clock that night.

Q. Did you have breakfast that morning?

A. I think I had a cup of coffee or something. I hadn't
had no food all that day.

MR. LEHNER: So you were hungry when you met him but
you didn't eat there and you didn't eat until you got to
Atlanta?

A. That's right.

Q. Why was that?

. A. Well, it was a rush I suppose.

i
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Q. Well, you were hungry and he's saying lets rush
is that the way it is?

A,  Yes.

Q. Did you ask him why?

A. No, I didn't make any inquiries.

0. You were hungry and you didn't ask him why it was
that you had to go from morning until evening without food?

A.  Well, he mentioned he was in a hurry, so I assumed it
vas important the reason for him being in a hurry.

Q. What happened when you got to Atlanta?

A. Well, we started looking for a room and he seemed
to be familiar with the area and we made several inquiries
ad - I'd say two inquires - and I think about the third one
ve found a place in the area he seemed to be somewhat
conversant with.

Q. What kind of inquiries did you make?

A.  Huh -

Q. What kind of inquiries did you make?

>

« Well, I would just go up to a place and ask them
if they had a place to rent. .
MR. GANNON: Did Raoul voint out this neighborhood
to vou as a place where vou should look for rooms?
A.  Well, he, he directed traffic when I drove in and
the general area, but there was no, it was just general
driving around a certain area there in town looking for rooms.
LEHNER:

And were you looking for signs on the door saying

Tooms for rent or was it a newspaper that you used?
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A. No, just looking for signs on the door.

Q. And how was this particular place found?

A. Well, we just went two or three places -- it was
more or less a rundown neighborhood, kind of a transit, and
I think it was the third place I was able to rent a room.

Q. Under what name?

A. I think we dicided - I think I used my right name
on that place.

Q. You used Galt?

A. Yes.

Q. Why?

A. Well, later on it was some conversation about it, that
he was going to come there and ask for me or something and, and
I know I used the Galt name. I'm almost certain of that.

Q. So did you sign the register there?

A. No. When I went in, when I went in the rooming house
there was two individuals in there, there was a fellow who owned
it and then there was another guy. They were both drinking wine
and I asked them about a, I set, I was sitting inthere talking
to them, I think I may have took a drink myself and he said some-
thing about a room, or he said something about, or he said some-
thing that he would show it to me in a few minutes or something.
And he owned the place next door, another house where transits
are at -- While I was in there after aobut 30 minutes or so
this other, Raoul, he came in there and this other guy he'd
been drinking and he left and we talked a little more about

the money and things like that, how much to rent it for and
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I think he said 10 or $12 or something.

Q. You were there about a half hour before Raoul
came in?

A. Yes. He came in to see what the holdup was or
something.

Q. Where was he during that half hour?

A. He was in the car I guess.

Q. About what time was this that he came in?

A. Well, it wasabout half an hour after I'd been talking
to these two individuals, of course, the owner as I mentioned
he had been drinking.

Q. Was it dark at that time?

A. Well, it was starting to get dark, yes. I would say it
vas more dark than it was light.

Well, this owner - he claimed to be the owner - I
think he wanted $10 or something for a room and I have some
recollection of - I don't really think I paid him, I think
he passed out or something, I'm not sure if I paid him or not
and the next day I think I told him I did anyway.

Q. You told him you did?

A. Yes.

Q. What 4id he say?

A. He said something about losing his money.

So I guess he figured he drank it up or something.

Q. Oh, you got the first week there free.

A. I believe I did but -

Q. Now after this half hour that you were there and
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then Raoul came in, what happened at that time when he,
Raoul, came in?

A. Well, at that time I was, I was wanting some food, but
I think what happened here, we went to the restaurant at that °
time, we had some other discussions, and he said something about
how you get in the room or something and he also mentioned
about, that we could go to Miami. But I don't know if it was
that meeting or the meeting the next day, but anyway we went
to this restaurant. That's about a block up, that's a restau-
rant that ymgo in - See the room - We were, the room, I
finally got it. It's about a half block from Peachtree Street
where you go up to the end of the block and turn right and go
down about a half block and this restaurant it runs, the inside
of it runs parallel with the street.

Q. This is the restaurant that you and Raoul went to
that evening?

A. It was just a small, it looked like a box car.

Q. Was this after you braght your possessions into the
rooming house?

A. No. I don't believe so. I think I took them in
there later on.

Q. You left your TV in the car?

A, Yes. I think I -- I think what happened see, he
passed out while we was talking to him, so, but he done told
me I could get a room, I was certain on that.

Q. Did you look at the room?

A. No. I don't think at that time. No.
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Q. When Raoul came in after this half hour wait did
he see the room?

A. No. He said something about he was going to come
back tomorrow and I'm kind of hazy on how I got the room. I
think that after, after I went back there he got, he got this,
the ner sobered up. He give me a - He let me sleep in the
house, that he, not the rooming house, but the house that he
v in, somebody else's room that night because he couldn't get
i&ross the street. He wasn't able to get next door in his
condition.

Q. Well, lets see now, you got to the rooming house,
Raoul waited outside for a half hour, you went in, you had a
9lass of wine, he, Raoul, came in you, neither you now he saw
the room at that time, then you both left to go out to eat?

A. Yes. You see, I was discussing this room with this
99, he's kind of a, he was kind of a slurred conversation. He
f2id, he said he had several rooms across the hall, across the
street, across from that house that he could rent but he said
something about he'd - he acted like, you know, how a drunk person
is, he didn't want to go over there. He didn't want to go over
there, but he would definitely rent me a, one, and he said some-
thing about I could stay in the; later on he said something
about I could stay in the house that he was, he stayed in. He
had two houses. The one he stayed in plus the one he rented out.

Q. So, is it true that you waited there a half hour, Raoul
came in, neither of you saw the room, you didn't bring you posses-
sions in, but then you and Raoul went to dinner, is that correct?

A. Yes. After I was more or less convinced that he would

have a place for us.
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Q. Where did you and Raoul go to dinner?

A. Well, this was a restaurant, a small restaurant up
on Peachtree Street. 1It's right around the corner from the
rooming house we was in. A motorcycle club on one corner and
the tavern on the other. That's when you are going up, when
you turn right on Peachtree Street you and it sits, the rest-
aurant I'd say sits about a half block down the street.

Q. It's a half block from Peachtree Street?

A. Let me drawyou a diagram so you will know exactly.
Here's, here's the, here's the rooming house, the rooming house,
that's Peachtree Street, here's the first block. Now, the rest-
aurant, the restaurant sets about here and it runs this way
parallel. There was a motorcycle club here.

Q. Put "Restaurant" where you put the restaurant if
you would?

A. There's a bar over here.

Q. And what street is this that we are - could you name
the streets?

A. Vertical, well, I think it's 14th Street, I'm not
sure. I think this is Peach tree.

Q. And what would this street be here?

A. I have no idea.

Q. Would it be 15th street or 1l3th street?

A, Well, if that's l4th maybe it would be 13th. This
may be 13th, it was 13th and 14th, but I'm not certain.

Q. Okay. And I'll sign my name here and I'll ask you
to sign yours and I'll put the date of it which is April 29, 1977.

(Mr. Lehner signs the diagram that James Earl Ray drew

for the Committee and Mr. Ray also signed acknowledging his
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trawings of the diagram.)

Q. What time was it that you had dinner at this
restaurant?

A. I don't know what time. It got dark at that time,
Iqess it would be around 6:30 or somewheres like that, seven.

Q. And how long did you and Raoul spend in the car
together driving from Birmingham to Atlanta?

A. I don't have any idea. The only thing I could explain it
toyu, it was about, what type of day it was dark and things
like that.

0. Well, how many hours approximately did you and he spend
in the car from Birmingham to Atlanta?

A, I couldn't say, that either. From Atlanta to
Birmingham, it's hard to evaluate time when you are driving
like that, I can't --

Q. Do you know approximately how many miles it is?

A, No. It seemed to me to be thre hours or something
like that,

Q. So when I asked you earlier how long you had spent
together with Raoul and you said maybe a total of altogether
in your 1ife three hours, it was a lot more than that?

A. I said not counting driving, just on conversation.

Q. Well, in that drive, as you say about three hours,
vhat was discugsed?

A. Very little of anything. We just, most of our Aiscussion,

vehad a little discussien at the restaurant, but most of the
discussion was the next day when he came to the place on how

he would get in and how he would get out and things like that.
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MR. GANNON: When you were in there you were talking to
the landlord who's drinking and Raoul comes in was he talking
to the landlord too?

A. He said a few words to him --

Q. And did he help to sober up the landlord?

A. No, I don't think, we didn't make no attempt to
sober him up because he was too far gone. I was just trying
to keep him from passing out or something like that.

Q. But I thought you said he passed out and then he
sobbered up?

A. Well, I don't know if you are that familiar with
people who drink wine but they go off on a nod for about 45
minutes or an hour.

Q. I wasn't aware of that.

MR. EVANS: No, he's familar with people who drink wine.

Q. When did you take yowr leave of Raoul that evening?

A. From the restaurant.

Q. About what time was that?

A. That must have been 6:30 or 7, I guess. It was
dark at that time, it must have been seven.

Q. Did you ask him when you were going to see him again?

A. No, he said he would see me the next day.

Q. Did he say, did he tell you what he, what he had planned

for the next day?

A. No.

Q. And did he tell you where he was going when he left?

A. No.

Q. Did he tell you where he was going to stay?
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A. No.

Q. Did you discuss with him how he was going to
%t to vhere he was going to stay?

A, No. I didn't discuss it.

Q. Did he ask you for your car, did he ask you to drop
fmoff at your place and he go to where he was going and then
le'd see you the next day.

A, No, not at that time he didn't ask me anything

0. Well, did you think it was strange that he didn't
bave a car, you had a car and he leaves you at the restaurant?
Uid he leave you at the restaurant?

A, Yes.

0. And doesn't ask you for a lift anywhere?

A No. That's not too far from downtown the 1300

block, I ==

Q. Any reason he gave you why he wasn't going to
stay with you?

A. Well, I don't think anyone would stay there if

they'd had a choice.

Q. Was there any reason why he wanted you to stay there?

A.  Well, I guess he wanted me to rent a room there.

Q. Well, why did he want you to rent a room there, but
be not to rent a room there?

A, Well, 1 -

0. Or hmnot to stay with you there?

A.  Yes, well I can understand why anyone wouldn't

want to stay there unless he had to, but I think that was

Q18 009,y
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explained the next day.

Q. What did he say the next day to explain it?

A. Well, he came the next day sometime about 11:00
I think it was. I don't know how he got over there. I
stayed in the room and =--

Q. Eleven in the morning?

A. I think it was aobut that time, 10 or 11. I don't
know if he went across the street and got the, seen the person
that owns it or not, but I had problems keeping the front door
open and he knocked on the door and I was quite a ways from the
front door and I stayed around it. It had a small balcony up
towards the front door and there was no one else in this rooom
but me, or in this, in this house, I think there was one indi-
vidual, I think he was bedridden. This was a two or three-story
house with real small rooms. It used to be a doctor's, where
he treated patients or something. And I just stayed around the
balcony in the front and when he did get there we had a certain
conversation about he we would get in and out. And he made
arrangement whereby I would leave a side door open and there
was, it was locked from the inside. There was no padlock on
the outside or anything, and then he asked me something about
staying around there in that, not to get too far away because
he wanted to go to, he wanted me to take him to Miami or some-
thing and I don't know just what the rest of the conversation
was, that's the main part of it =--

Q. The main part was what?

A. For me to stay there because he said, he had, he wanted

me to, he said he wanted me to, he said I would probably have to
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run him, drive him to Miami or something. He wanted to make
a trip to Miami for some reason and I kind of got the im-
pression that I may be there for, you know, a while from that
conversation I don't know what give me that idea, making trips
and things like that.

Q. That you were going to make trips or that he was
going to make trips?

A. Well he said something about me going with him to
Miami in the car or something, so, I figured maybe it was
some business there. I don't know what it was.

Q. Well, then the fact that he wanted you to drive him
to Miami is that what you are saying?

A. Yes.

Q. How did that give you the impression that you were
going to be staying in Atlanta for some time?

A. Well, he said he would get in contact with me in a
fev days or something and to stay close to the house and to
keep the side door open.

I know I'd had trouble several times with the landlord.

I know I1'd unlocked it and then he'd, well, he had a sister
she wvas really running .1!:. I found out later, and she kept
locking doors and all that stuff.

Q. The sister of the landlord?

A. Yes.

Q. Did - How long did Raoul stay with you that morning?

A. Well, it wasn't too long, it was just after, thtdisussed,

vell the Miami thing is the only thing that stands out and the rest
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of it is just stay there and that would be it.

Q. And then he left you with what arrangements, when
was he going to see you again or make contact with you?

A. I have some recollection of driving him somewhere.

I don't know if it was that time or another time. I just can't
remember. I think, I think I wrote this down one time years

ago. I have some recollection of driving him possibly to some
point and letting him off, but I'm just not sure about that., I'm,
I'd have to read the past notes on that.

Q. Well, when did you next see him after that morning?

A. Well, he never did come back or apparently he
forgot about the Atlanta situation.

Q. FPorgot about what?

A. The Miami situation, the Miami trip. And the next
time I saw him, it was probably a week, a week later whenever
it was. I think it was eight days later.

Q. How much money did you have when you arrived at
that rooming house?

A. I don't think I had over about $1400.

Q. And he just told you to stay by and he'd
get back to you?

A. It was my impression we would be making a trip to
Miami. Yes, that's --

Q. But the next time you saw him was about eight days
later?

A. Yes.

Q. That day after you arrived, when he came over in the
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moring, did he tell you what he had done after he had left
you at the restaurant the night before?

A, No.

Q. Did you ever ask him what was the big rush going
from Birmingham to Atlanta where you couldn't eat that whole
day and all you did was when you got there you kept him
vaiting a half hour outside in the car and then you and he
vent to a restaurant to eat?

A. I didn't ask him, I assumed there was some rush to
get this place rented where he could get me situated and then
he would go about his business or something.

Q. Well, on the one hand isn't it odd to you that there
is such a rush that you were late in getting to the Starlight
and then he rushed you out of there and he wouldn't let you
stop on the way to get something to eat, you were hungry when
you got to the Starlight and you didn't even get to eat until
about 6:30 that night, but by the same token when you go in there,
you wait around a half hour and not rushing the people in there,
in fact, you have a drink you keep him out there waiting,
finally you and he go to a restaurant there is no conversation
betveen you and he about what the rush is all about, the next
day you see him there is no conversation about what the rush
is all about?

A. No. I never mentioned it.

Q. Well, isn't that strange that if you are rushing
to get there you keep him waiting a half hour?

A. Well, I assumed the rush from hindsight, I assumed

the rush was to get, to rent a room before, usually you dorft go up
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and try to rent rooms during the nighttime. I assumed that's
what the rush was. My reason for staying in there with, with
the landlord for half an hour was trying to talk sense to him
about renting a room or something.

Q. Why did Raoul want this particular place?

A. I don't think he wanted that particular place.
We went, I think he wanted that particular area.

Q. Why?

A. Well, I know now, 1didn't know then, but -

Q. What do you know now?

A. wWell, it was a lot of, sort of a, well, I don't
like to use the word hippy all the time, but there was a
motorcycle gang up thereand I found out later on there was
a lot of narcotics dealings and stuff like that in that area.
It's more or less a sleazy area. I could understand now why I
wouldn't go in that area to rent a room myself because that's
where the police hangout.

GANNON: Did you suggest to Raoul when you were going to
Atlanta to do what I thinkvoudid on other occasions, for
example, you would go in and stay outside like-and then- at
a motel and then the next day you would then leave the motel and
tnen go in, say for example, Montreal and find a place to stay,
look around, you would have sometime, have a full day to
pick out a place to live?

A. Well, if I was doing it, that would be the way I
would do it. But I assumed it was a rush to rent a room

and he may have had other business, I can't, I can't discern other
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people's motives for things.

Q. Well, he sort of spent the entire night with
you. Didn't he first - the rooming house and then the restau-
rant?

A. Well, he left after the restaurant. I took him some-
vhere, but I don't know, I'm not sure which, I think it was
the next day I took him to some station or something and dropped
him off or something up town, downtown Atlanta, but I can't
be certain until I get these other papers but I think it was -

Q. Was that a bus station or a train station?

A. I think it was just up in the main part of town.

I think that's what it was, I'm inclined to think it was the
next day really, it's not that particular --

Q. Did he say how he was going to get around town when
be left you that morning, the morning after you arrived?

A. Well, if I took him downtown apparently he, he went
either by cab or, or public transportation.

Q. When did you take him downtown?

A. Well, that would have been sometime after, I'd say
after 11 or 12:00, around lunch time.

Q. Where did you keep your gun at that time?

A. Well, later on I put it in the basement, it's a place
there, there's a basement in there, it had dirt in the basenent,
I remember I think I, I think there was a furnance in there,
maybe I must have put it under ashes or something.

Q. Then you actually buried it?

A. Yes.
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MR. LEHNER: Where did you hide it before you burried it?

A. In the car.

Q. What part of the car?

A, Well, therare several places you can put it. I
think I recollect oretime I put it in the wheel, the tire
sits down and it has a cut out of the back of it. I remember
one time I think I put it down through there and one time I
think I put it in the spring up underneath the, some place
up underneath the seat, but I . cart, and sometimes I usdl to
just, in bucket seats I use to just carry it kind of back
under the seat when I was concerned about somebody. There's
a lot of robbing out there by people jerking your car door
open and you know they will jerk you out of the car. I was
concerned about something like that in certain areas.

Q. Who was the owner of the rooming house?

A. I don't recall his name now.

Q. Do you know his name now?

A. Garner, that's his name.

Q. Did you know his name, how did you learn his name?

A. How did I learn his name, well, I have since
read it but he told me I'm positive he told me at least when
he sobered up that he was Garner.

Q. How far was Garner's place from the main highway?

A. Well, I plotted all that out on a map

Q. What map?

A. On the Atlanta map that I told you I marked. Not at
the highway, just one of those freeways, I don't know about the
highway. The Freeway I would say is where we come in, we

come in and drove about three blocks, then we circled around
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here. I'm just talking about if you come to the closest
point to where I rented a room, I think you come here off
the freeway and drive about three blocks then hit Peachtree
Street and come about seven or eight blocks and then hit
about 14th Street and drive about a block, oh I guess it
wvould be about 12 or 13 blocks from the freeway.

MR. GANNON: What did you come in to Atlanta that day
on?

A. I don't know, it was a southwest drection. Well,
see you would be coming into Atlanta -- That would be the most
direct route into Atlanta. When we came in we came in from
the vest and it turned north. I don't know where the ball
park is in Atlanta, but it could be turned around. I thought
ve could have been going to - one time going south, but that's
the best of my recollection.

MR. LEHNER: What did you do those eight days that you
vere waiting for Raoul -that you thought he was going to come
back in a day or so?

A. I thought he was coming back and we were going to
make a trip to Miami at that time. I didn't have any real
understanding, I mean how long- I was going to be there.

Q. What did you do during this eight days?

A. Well, I think I really didn't do nothing. I usually
just stayed close to the house. I told you a few days ago
I marked those places off on the map. I bought a map of
Atlanta and I really didn't know anything before I bought that

map of Atlanta.
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Q. wWhen did you get that map of Atlanta?

A. I think the next day.

Q. Now, you were -- you say that day at 11:00 or some-
thing he came that morning and then you say you spoke to him
a while and you drove him into, downtown or was that the day
after?

A. I'm just = I'm almost certain I got it that day
yes, on -- I can't remember clearly and that restaurant is
in one of those marks. I went to make two trips to banks to
get money converted form Canadian to English, United States
I mean. I made some kind of a - I wrote some locksmith
company and tried to get that locksmith course transferred
into Atlanta.

Q. So you made the marks, you bought the map, did you
buy it or did you get it free?

A. No, I bought it on Peachtree Street at a drua store.

Q. Did you get it the day that Raoul came over to your
room at 11?

A. That's hard to say.

Q. Did you mark it that same day?

A. I probably did.

Q. What time of day did you mark it?

A. I just assumed, no, I don't - one of my main con-
cerns was not getting lost and having to drive all over town
and finding the rooming house.

Q. When did you mark the map?

A. I'm just assuming it was sometime in the afternoon.
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Q. Did you wait until five or six days later, how
long did you have the map when you did put the marks on
it, or vas it and hour later, was it a minute later?

A. I think when I marked that map is when - is after
I vent to take ~ I have some recollection after I weant to those
banks and got that money converted and tried to determine just
hov I had come into town and things like that.

Q. Well how long would you say it was from the time
you got the map until you marked it?

A. I don't know. It would, I think it would depend on when
1 got that money. Now I don't know if I got the money exchanged
that same day or it might have been the next day. If it was
the next day but I have some, some connection inmy mind between
buying that map and marking it and going to that bank,

I don't know just what it is.

Q. Well, you, you said just a few moments ago that
you marked it shortly after you got it, the same day. Now,
is that true or is it not true?

A. It could have been the next day. I think when I
marked it, I think is when I went to the bank and, and converted
that money.

MR. GANNON: Did he give you any money at that time?

A. Fo.

Q. Did you ask him for any?

A. Not at that time.

Q. I'm just curious because look you asked him back
in December when you saw him in New Orleans?
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A. Well, nothing was mentioned aobut money or anything like it ,
I think I might have mentioned money at that time, but I didn't
get none whether I asked for any or not. There may have
been some mention about money.

Q. I'm just thinking how you had just come all the way
across the country practically and here you were you were just
going to hold yourself at his disposal for a few days, several
days, and it just would seem natural tome for him to foot the bill
for that instead of you?

A. Yes, there was some discussion of money later on, but
I don't know all the details of that. I know I asked, I know
I may have mentioned money once, but I don't know when it was,
and he said he didn't have any right at that particular time.

Q. Did he promise to get you some?

A. I'm not sure just when this money was, you know, I'd have
to look on these back papers, but there was mome mention of money
made, but I think it was, it was said wait a few days and we
will go to Miami or something like that. Now, I didn't
receive any money from any source at that particular time.

Q. Were you at all apprehensive when he didn't come
back in the next couple of days for this trip to Miami?

A. Well, not particularly. I could have called New
Orleans I guess and found out, but I don't think there was
anything definite on it.

Q. Did he tell you that he was going back to New
Oreleans and that's where you could reach him if vou needed

to reach him?
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A. Ko, there was no point, he just asked me to
stay around close a few days and he - we would probably or
2ost ikely make a trip to Miami or something.
Q. Did he say what the purpose of the trip to
Miami was?
A. No.
MR. LEANER: Had you ever been to Miami before?
A. Yes, I was in there one day in 1954 or something.
Q. What were you doing there that day?

A. Well, my uncle well, this was in 1955 my uncle went down
| there he was going down there to go to work as a painter. He was,
\ had a union card, a painter's union card, but he went down there
and he couldn't get any employment and he had a drinking problem
too, and we got lost from each other the first day down there
and I had to catch a bus back to St. Louis. That's the only
I'tilelmevcr in Atlanta, I think on the way -
i Q. The only time where?
' A, In Atlanta on the way from Miami to Atlanta, I
| think the bus  stopped. ‘
Q. So you were in Miami for that one day and I think
you said 19552
A. In 55, was in a lot of these towns for one day.
: I think I was in Memphis for a couple of hours, me and my
uncle drove down there like I say he drove, his name was William
Merity, he went down there to get a painting job and I think
| we went through Birmingham and various towns between Miami

and St. Louis.
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Q. This is your uncle on your mother's side?

A. That's correct.

Q. And you were in Miami for a day as well?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. You say he had a drinking problem too?

A. Well, he was Irish and drinks beer, so I thought --

Q. Do you have a drinking problem?

A. No.

Q. Did you have a drinking problem?

A. No, I never had one.

Q. Now, other than that one day in 1955 in Miami were
you ever in the state of Florida?

A. No, just going through there and coming back.

Q. In 19552

A. Yes.

Q. But in 1967 and 1968 you were not in Florida, you're
sure?

A. Positive.

Q. Now, you say he was gone about eight days and you were
just doing what in Atlanta?

A. I mostly just stayed in the room because I know his
sister was over there several times and I didn't get too far
away fromthe house during that period.

Q. Do you know whether or not Raoul ever went to Florida
in this time in '68?

A. I never did question him about it, no.

Q. As far as you know Florida has no connection with the case ?

A. No, I, the only, I never did mention it before except

even with attorneys, I would -- Author Hanes, when he came in
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on the case, Arthur Hanes, Sr., he was giving attorneys, Huie
various information wherever these parties and me, and all that
vag going and I was getting all these witnesses so I never did
mention =-- I think I mentioned to Hanes one time just briefly
then I wrote to him or something, told him not to bring it up

vith Huie because it just possibly get more witnesses against

se and I never discussed this much with anyone except just
previously with Hanes other than just mentioning it.

Q. Could you give us that again slowly, I sort of
lost you, you were talking about a conversation you had with
Hanes pertaining to Huie?

A. Wwhen Arthur Hanes first come in on the case I was
giving him various information and he'd give it to Huie and
here'd come more witnesses in against me; and I°'d tell him
various towns I was in, various towns I was supposed to be in
and then apparently Huie investigated them or either give
them to the PBI or maybe the PBI was following him, I don't
know which. And, now, I mentioned I started to discuss this
Miami deal with Hanes because it might have made sense to him
vhere it didn't make any sense to me at all, then I decided
against it because it would just complicate the case with more
witnesses, 8o I either wrote him or talked to him or wrote him
and just told him just forget about the Miami situation.

Q. Explain to us how the Miami, how telling Huie
about Miami would in anyway complicate the case since neither
you nor Raoul were in Miami?

A. Well, I don't know if Raoul was or not.
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I think my main concern was if they started

investigating down there that Huie and the FBI and every-
thing why it would be just creating more problems and --

Q. How, explain that?

A. Well, one thing if it was more witnesses down
there something like that.

Q. How could there be any more witnesses against you
in Miami if you never were there?

A. Well, I'm not talking about direct witnesses, it
just seemed to me at the time, of course, I wasn't thinking
too good under those conditions, it was just something you, it
didn't seem important to me and the only thing it would
cause is more confusion in the case, so I just told Hanes
to drop it.

Q. Well, wouldn't that be a good thing for you to have the
FBI spending all that time down in Miami since you weren't'down
there at all?

A. Well, I didn't know what they would find down there.

Q. What could they possibly find that would hurt you
in your case?

A. Well, I don't know. I think you have to explain
my view on the case. I wasn't interested in anyone getting
arrested that's the last thing I wanted to do, is anyone
getting arrested while I was waiting to go to trial. Of course -

Q. Why?

A. Well, usually these, whenever you have a multiple
arrest, someone is going to be a State witness and you know

just, I think a classic example is the case that the former
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Richard Sprague had, the Yablonski case, they started lying
and you get the weakest link and you go right on down the line.
I wasn't concerned. I wasn't interested in about you know
getting involved in that type of case. My idea was just to
take the witness stand and tell everything I knew and once
I did that would be too late for all these underhanded deals
and threats by the FBI and all that. I could have just went
to trial and that would have been it.
MR. GANNON: But wouldn't though if they'd found someone
in Miami who knew Raoul, wouldn't that corroborate your story?
A. Well, that might corroborate, I had, there's two, I
still got the problem now of whether to corroborate the story
and possibly getting someone to testify against me. Not only
in this deal but maybe in some other kind of a -~ Now, let me
explain this. Now, William Bradford Huie he said I was involved
with various people smuggling and all that and I think the
prosecution corroborated some of it. He claims that during
the shooting that I peeled off from these other people and
did the deed myself and possibly got help from them to get
out of the country. Well, if that, if the government were
to rpesent a theory like that, and say, yes, he was involved
in all this, but he didn't shoot him himself and he made his
way out of the country and got help. If they'd arrested these
other people mabe six or seven, of them, I don't have any
doubt in my mind human nature being what it is that some
of them would have tried to make a deal and they would

undoubtedly testified against me even if they weren't

207 O - 70 a
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involved in the actual shooting. They would have said that -
they would have layed it on me some way. I don't know if
it's a valid defense or not, but my defense was to, once I
got on the witness stand the Jury was in the box, they couldn't
tamper with the case too much because I, I don't think they
would call a mistrial for arresting anyone.

Q. Did your attorney, Mr. Hanes, question you about
who Raoul was?

A. Well, he seemed to have a lot of ideas himself on
who these various things were. He had, he had various sources
in the FBI and he was with the Birmingham FBI and I think he
had another case, Luizzo or something and he got the files
from Detroit police in that case. And, he had various contacts
and he, he didn't, how would you say, confide in me very much.
The fact is, I didn't even know he had a private investigator, i
until I read about it in the paper where he had some conflict |
with the police, but he asked me certain questions and then he'd
ask me if I knew someone and I think he investigated some people
in Kentucky and I'd just say, no, I don't know them and then he'd
ask me some names in New Orleans and he mentioned the
Progressive Labor Party, that had me -- I was investigating
them for three years and he just asked me those questions and
that would be it.

Q. What I'm trying to get at is you told your story
to Hanes about Raoul, is that correct?

A. Well, I explained, I, what I did with Hanes, I would
write everything down for Huie and Hanes would take the information
I wrote to Huie, and Hanes was kind of scared to talk to me on ac-.

count of microphones in the jail and Hanes would take what I wrote’
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down for Huie and I think would use that for his case, plus
let Huie investigate it.

Q. Well, what I'm asking you is this, did you ever dis-
cuss with Hanes your defense, the fact that you were there
vith Raoul to sell guns and that Raoul was the one who must
have done it because you weren't the one?

A. I discussed all that with him, yes.

Q. Did he ask you to describe Raoul?

A. Yes.

Q. And did he indicate to you that he had trouble
beliving that you could not further describe Raoul than just
give his name and the description of him without in anyway
further being about to identify him?

A. He came, no, he never did question me on that. He
thought I was holding something back from New Orleans. He
mentioned several names and I don't recall those names now from
New Orleans, Hanes he very seldom gets mad except one time when
he siad, he said I think, I see you sort of angry, I think you
know these people in New Orleans, and he referred to their names,
but I can't recall their names now. If you question him maybe
he will know them, he'll tell you, but he had his own ideas
based on what I guess he got fromt he FBI on those couple -

Q. Well, what I'm trying to get at, let me try to explain
what I'd like for you to address yourself to. You were telling
Hanes something I assume similar to what you were telling us,
that you were not guilty, but that you, that Raoul was the
one that brought you down there on the gun deal, is that right?

To Memphis, is that correct?
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A. That's correct.

Q. And I assumed that Hanes was hoping to corroborate
your story so that it, to make it believable to the Jury?

A, Well, yes.

Q. And he wanted you to give him more information about
Raoul so that the story could be built up and the Jury could
have something more than just James Earl Ray taking the
stand, who could be crossed-examined on his prior criminal
record, and so the Jury would have something more to believe
you than just your bar story, am I getting at what you and.
Hanes were about as far as preparing the case?

A. Well, yes, sort of. Well, he had, I think his =
wWhat he told me, he was mainly concerned, of course, he was in-
terested about New Orleans and Kentuck but, now the Kentucky deal
had nothing to do with this business in the paper. This was a polir
tical organization in Kentucky but anyway he, his, what he told me
the only thing he said was of any importance was what happened
during the four or five hours during the time the shooting
took place and he was interested in getting all the witnesses, to,
you know, eye witnesses and all that, that was on the scene
of the defense.

Q. Now, if you told Hanes about the fact that Raoul
said he was going to Miami, how would it in anyway hurt you
if someone down there could say, yes, I saw Raoul in Miami,
wouldn't that corroborate what you were telling the Jury?
How would that hurt you?

A. wWell --
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Q. So, therefore, my question is why did you tell him
not to pursue that, Miami?

A. Well, this was when all the witnesses come in,
and everytime he come up he'd have a new list of witnesses
based on what information I give Huie. I don't know if my
thinking was rational or not, but that's the way I looked
at it. I think to understand my thinking on this, you had
to read these various letters. I know 1 was having, I wrote
to Huie a strong letter in September about six weeks after
Hanes come on the case complaining about where he was going
and there was the various letters exchanged between me and
Huie and me and Hanes. And I just, 1 was having considerable
problems with Huie being in the case with Hanes.

MR. KERSHAW: You didn't think there was really any
probability of Raoul having actually gone to Miami, that
it just wasn't worth the rouble to go into that?

A. Well, I didn't, I didn't go there and I just, and
I'd reached the point, at this time that I wasn't, I just didn't
want to give Hanes any more information than I had already
given him. I thought it would have been just best to present
it to the Jury and let the prosecution take it fromthere, whoever
vanted to take it fromthere.

Q. What month was this that you told Hanes to forget
the Miami connection?

A. Well, if I, if I wrote to him he'd probably have
to look at his letter, but if it was just verbal you'd have
to ask him that, but it was sometime when these various witness

list started coming back in on me.
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Q. wWhat mcrnth was that about?

A. Wrhen the witresses started coming?

Q. Yes.

A. Well, it wasn't too long after he got the case,
as soon as I started giving Huie information. I think it was
about, I think to start out with it was about 200 witnesses
on the witness list on the prosecution’s first list of witnesses.
I think within six weeks after Hanes was on the case or six
weeks after I signed the contracts which were dated August 1st, I
got about four lists, four more witness lists, everytime he'd come }
up there, he'd have a new additional witnesses and I think there'd
be about 25 on each additional list.

MR. KERSHAW: So you just got fedup with telling Huie
too much of anything along about that time or rahter -

A. Yes.

Q. -by way of Hanes?

A. This was the problem all of these letters arg they're
a matter of record. I have some of them myself, it's somewhat
difficult to work with an attorrey under those conditions.

MR. LEHNER: Okay we are going to take a break for our
stenographer and give us a little stretch.

It is now ten minutes to three.
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MR. LEHNER: It is now three o'clock and we are resuming
our conversation with James Earl Ray.

MR. KERSHAW: Off the record.

MR. LEHNER: Okay, we are back on the record, it is now
3:01.

Well, you told us about waiting those eight days,
could you give us a little bit of a synopsis of what's
happening those eight days between your seeing Raoul, when
you drop him off at about noon until you next see him?

A. Really therewasn't - I don't think there was anything
of importance. I stayed close to the I stayed in the rooming house
most of the time. I probably went around to the restaurant.

I usedto go to the restaurant, the same one I mentioned, for
meals. It's a block and a half. I made several trips, maybe
two or three trips to another restaurant out eight or nine
blocks from there. I went to the bank twice. I purchased
the map and that's it.

MR. EVANS: The areas of the map that were marked, those
are areas you were in, right, you conducted some sort of
business in those areas?

A. That's correct. I'm not so sure about the circle now.
I'm just guessing on that.

Q. On the circles?

A. On one of the circles. I told you that's where I
went in the restaurant.

Q. Okay. All right. Now, just one other thing, when

you went to the rooming house you were directed from the high-
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way, now when I'm talking about the highway I'm talking about
the Interstate highway, you were directed onto the, the speedway
or the city throughfares by Aroul? So it appeared to you as
though he knew where he was going?

A. Yes.

Q. He had some reason for putting you in that area?

A. Yes.

Q. And allof the rooms that you looked at were in the
same particular area?

A. That's correct, yes.

MR. LEHNER: Did he tell you what his purpose was in going
to that area?

A. No.

Q. It is now in hindsight that you realized that
he wanted you there because narcotics were being sold there?

A. Well, I'm just assuming that. It's sort of a,
what you call a sleazy area. It's motorcycle gangs - I learned
this since I've been in prison.

Q. Well, why did he want you in that area although
he wanted to stay in a different area, what was the purpose?

A. I don't understand that. May be he had been
familiar with the area and maybe he figured this was a
place where he could rent a room easy. I don't know.

Q. You certainly were not engaged in any type of
narcotics activity being a transient as you termed yourself
and also being a escaped convict because you knew that
police officers are likely to be around people who are selling

narcotics?
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A. Yes. If I was going to pick an area to live in I
vould pick one like Los Angeles on Serrano Street or
something where there were trees --

MR. KERSHAW: Did you suspect that Raoul had any good
reason that he just didn't want to be caught with you or seen
with you or, you know, he wanted to keep away from you for
some good reason?

A. Well, it's a possibility. I assumed he knew I was
a fugitive. I'm not positive.

MR. LEHNER: Did he know you were a fugitive?

A. No. I was making certain assumptions with all these
lifferent names I had, because I'm certain that he knew that
my name wasn't Galt because I showed him the receipt I had
for the television that was under the Ryan name in Detroit. So,
w211, T had the same feelings when I'm out there, I don't like
to stay around anyone that I thinks gt a, draws heat either,
because two people draws a lot more heat than one.

MR. EVANS: Well, when you were asking him about papers to
get out of the country he didn't ask you why or wouldn't you
assume that he was smart enough to sort of comprehend that
the only reason that you would be looking for papers to
get out of the country is because you were orobably hot?

A. Well, I intimated that but I didn't -

Q. You didn't come directly to that?

A. This is just something I told him I was more or
less tired of the United States and I was, I would prefer
somwhere else.

Q. Did you know that Martin Luther King lived in Atlanta?
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A. No.

MR. LEHNER: When did you first find out that that's where
Dr. King was from?

A. When did I first find out?

I think William Bradfod Huie probably, reading his
stories on the case.

Q. What month was that about?

A. Well possibly, Huie, Hanes might have mentioned it, Lut I
think Huie's stories, they stared coming out about three weeks
after I was in jail. They started coming out in Look magazine.

Q. Three weeks after you reached Memphis jail Huie
had articles out?

A. It wasn't too long was it?

MR. KERSHAW: That's about right. I think he had two
of them come out in Septemeber I believe the first one was,
maybe it was a month.

I remember one of them coming out in November and maybe
one of them come out the month before. There were two articles
that came out before the first -

MR. EVANS: The times that Raoul visited you while you
were at the rooming house in Atlanta, how many times did you
say that was?

A. Well, it was the next day, twice.

Q. Twice there after?

A. That's correct, once there after.

Q. On either one of those times did you at any time

drive him somewhere?
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A. I have a recollection of driving him somewhere
once. I think it was the second or next day I drove - I think
I drove him up town somewhere, but --

Q. Was there ever an occasion for you to ask him,
or how did you get here, or did you just walk up, or did you
take a cab, or did you drive up or -

A, I never did make any inquiries how he got to see me
or anything like that.

MR. LEHNER: He would just show up and that was it, right?

A. Well, either that or I would pick him up or some-
thing like that.

MR. EVANS: Oh, when you picked him up where did you go to
pick himup at?

A. Once in Birmingham at the Starlight.

Q. Oh, I meant in Atlanta, did you ever have cause to
pick him up?

A. No. I never picked him up.

MR. LEHNER: When he came to see you the second time
after this eight day period where did you and he meet?

A. The second time?

Q. You say eight days later?

A. Yes, we met there in the rooming house.

Q. What time of the day was that? :

A. Well, that was sometime in the morning.

Q. About what time.

A. I don't know what time, I'd say about 9:00 or somewhere
around there.

Q. And how did he get over there?
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A. He came in the side door.

Q. How did he know you were going to be there?

A, I guess he made certain assumptions. I stayed, he
mentioned that I should stay around there. Of course, I was
always there around 8:00, 9:00 in the morning after eating kreatfast.

MR. GANNON: Did they give you breakfast in the rooming
house?

A. No. It was right around the corner from the rooming
house.

MR. LEHNER: Did there come about a conversation as to
where you have been all these eight days?

A. No. I never made any inquiries.

Q. Did you ask him, do you want to go down to Miami now?

A. No, I didn't inquire about that.

Q. Did he mention Miami?

A. No, he did the talking and he appeared somewhat in a hurry,

A. He mentioned he wanted to go to, he was going to Birming-
ham and he mentioned at first that he wanted me to see abat puchasing
weapons in Georgia, in Atlanta, I guess, and I suggested that
would be a bad idea because if I was going to purchase them based
on my indentification, in the event I had to use my identification,
and he agreed that it might be better to get them in Birmingham,
and subsequently we drove on to Birmingham. And I think before we
left I think I left a note to the landlord saying I'd be gone
a few days or something. I took a few of my clothing and that

was it.
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MR. GANNON: Did you, were you renting that room
in Atlanta by the week, is that right?

A. That's correct.

Q. Did you rent the room for a second week?

A. Yes.

Q. How much, how much was the rent, do you remember?

A. Nine or ten dollars I believe it may have been less
than that.

Q. Do you remember what day it was when you paid that

A. The second time?
Q. Yes.

A. No, I don't recall what day it was. I think it was,
I think I paid him in advance, that maybe one day. I think I

Paia nim maybe a day before the rent was due.

Q. And you told us earlier that you really didn't
pay him for the first week, you just told him that you paid him,
is that correct?

A. I think that's correct.

MR. LEHNER: What were the dates of these eight days between
the time you saw Raoul and dropped him off at about noon until
you saw him again when he came at 9:00 in the morning, what
were those dates?

A. Well, it would have to be sometime in March. I
don't know what date.

GANNON: Mjddle March, late March?

A, Yes, the 20th.

LEHNER: Now, this was 9:00 in the morning he came over, what
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conversation did he have with you then?

A. Well, he just said he had to go to Atlanta and we
had some --

MR. EVANS: Atlanta or Birmingham?

A. Birmingham, but that was, he mentioned the gun
transaction.

MR. LEHNER: What did he say?

A. Well, there was a mention of going to Birmingham.
Then there was a mention of making some type of gun transaction
in Atlanta or Georgia, I think he mentioned Georgia, and I
said no, and we discussed that and I thought it was better to
go somewhere where I had identification for it and he agreed
with that and we went on to Birmingham.

Q. Originally he wanted you to get a gun in Atlanta?

A. Yes.

Q. Did he say what kind of gun?

A. Well, he started, I think rifles or something, it
was military equipment, rifles, but the conversation, it didn't,
the conversation didn't, progress that far where we went into
the details. I just mentioned that my identification was Alabama
and that I didn't think I should try to purchase something in
Georgia with my identification. The point is I've purchased a
lot of guns, not rifles, but pistols and things, but I've
never purchased anything in a sporting goods store, so I wasn't
familiar with whether they were going to ask you for identificaiam
or anything. And everything I ever purchased has been off a
fence or a private party.

Q. And did he say the purpose of him wanting you to

purchase guns in Atlanta?
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he explained that on the way there in the car or in the
motel. I think he explained that later in, in a motel,
in Birmingham, the FPive Points Motel.

Q. Well, originally he asked you to purchase the rifles
in Atlanta is that right?

A. That's correct.

Q. At that time did he tell you the purpose of it, the time
that you said well, I'd rather do it in a place where I have
identification?

A. Well, there was just some oblique reference to it.

It had been referred to earlier in New Orleans about December

of '67. I never did go into details on it with him or anything too
much, and he was always vaque about things. And he just mentioned
vhat he wanted to do and that was about it. He didn't tell me what
all he was going to do with them and just what he wanted.

And I never did inquire, make any inquiries or anything like

that.

Q. Now, you say you told him I'd rather go to a state
where I have identification, so you and he went to Birmingham?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you take all your possessions out of the
Garners Rooming House?

A. No.

Q. You were intending to come back?

A. I didn't know if I would be or not.

Q. Had you paid your rent that day that you went to
Birmingham with him? Were you paid tm that day or were you paid

to sometime in the future?
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A. No, I think I was paid in advance, but I'm not sure
just when I paid it. I may have paid it when he was there,
or later, but for some reason I wanted to keep, to keep the
room I had. I wanted, nothing was definite, I wanted to keep,
you know, keep it, the stuff I had in there.

Q. When you left Atlanta to go with him to Birmingham,
it was with the intent to buy rifles, right?

A. That correct.

Q. And was there also an intent that you were going
to go somewhere with those rifles once you purchased them?

A. Yes, I had that impression that they were actually
purchased -

Q. You were going to go where?

A. Well, I assumed we were going to go to Mexico.

Q. You were going to go from Birmingham to Mexico?

A. Yes.

Q. To sell them to Mexicans at the border?

A. Yeh. 1I've got that -- Well, not at the border.

I've got that impression, stronger impression after I once
got to Birmingham in the motel that we definitely were taking
equipment into Mexico.

Q. So you thought that when you left Atlanta you thought
you were going to Bimingham to get rifles and from there going
to Mexico, is that right?

A. Well, I assumed we was going to Mexico, but once I
got to Birmingham I had a stronger assumption that was more
positive. It was not much -

GANNON: What did he say to make that impression stronger?
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A. Well, when he directed me what he wanted me to do in
Birmingham. What he wanted, he wanted me to check the military
rifles, purchase another rifle and that type of conversay, led
up to --

Q. You assumed, you assumed then that you were stronger,
that you were going to go to Mexico?

A. Yes.

Q. To make this transaction with these Mexicans?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you take your pistol with you when you left Atlanta?

A. No, I, I, I, I hid that in the basement.

Q. why?

A. When I first stopped there.

Q. Why did you leave it there when you left to go to
ATlanta when you thought that, I'm sorry, when you left Atlanta
to go to Birmingham, when you thought that your next stop would
be to Mexico where you would have to deal with some people who
are buying rifles from you?

A. I really wasn't certain that, that I was going to
Mexico. I thought I was at that time, but as far as the
pistol went, I probably should have got it and took it with me,
but I could have always purchased another, they're not hard to
buy down there if you go enough money, but I don't know about
that, about the pistol. We was in kind of a hurry, I guess if
I had to do it over agian, I would have got it, but I didrt get it.

Q. What did you take with you when you left Atlanta
going to Birmingham?

A. Well, I took a few clothing and I didn't take anything

bulky.

2-07 0-79 - 10
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Q. You took a few clothing, like what?

A. Well, change of clothes and - Well, it would be easy
to say what I left. I left the typewriter and a television
set.

Q. And most of your clothes?

A, Well, all of them clothes wasn't mine. I think some
were, he left some there at one time.

Q. who did?

. A, Raoul.

Q. When did he leave it there?

A. I'm not certain just when he left them there, kut -

Q. How many times was he there?

A. In the room altogether?

Q. Yes.

A. He was in there three times.

Q. The first time was the morning after you checked in,
when was the next time.

A. The next morning about 9 or 13:00, eight days. _

I have some recollection of him leaving a couple of pairs of
pants there, or something but I can't --

Q. You say that he first was in the room the night after

you moved in?
A, No. He never came in that night, he, he was over there
in Garner's house.

Q. Well, we are talking about Garner's rooming house,

the place where you stayed. He was there the morning after
you were there?

A, That's correct.
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Q. When was the next time he was there after the
sorning after you moved in?

A, About eight days later.

Q. And when was the third time he was there?

A. That was the only times he was there.

Q. Well, you mentioned two times can you tell us the
three times?

A. Well, the third time -

Q. In your room.

A. VWell, I don't think there would have been any third time
except the first time he was in Garner's house. He was never to my
':‘i'é:iq& was never in the room that I had actually rented except

Q. When was it that he left the clothing there?

A. I think he left something there possibly the second
time,

Q. The second time he was there meaning in your rocm,
the second time he was in your room?

A. Yes.

Q. Which is eight days after?

A.  Yes.

Q. Is that what you are saying?

A. Yes, I think I had some recollection. It don't
make much sense, but I had some recollection of him leaving
something there.

Q. I thought you just a minute ago said that the
time he left it was the day after?

A. No, I don't believe, I don't believe I said that. I think

it vas, I think it was the second time he came there.
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Now, he may not have left this, now, I have some recollectior
of him leaving some, a couple pairs of pants there or something.

Q. Now, what was your reason for leaving all these
things at the rooming house and for him leaving his stuff at
that rooming house when your assumption was that you were going
to Birmingham and then to Mexico?

A. Well, my assumption, I didn't really have a strong
assumption at that time, but the things I left there, they
would have been small potatoes compared to what, to what I was,
what we were thinking about.

The TV set was $15, and the typewriter was $10, so --

Q. And your clothing?

A. Well, I didn't leave too much in there, I don't
believe I left some - I had some in the cleaners.

MR. GANNON: Did you leave the camera equipment there?

A. No, I don't think I ever took it out of the trunk.

The fact is I don't think I ever moved it once I put them in
the trunk.

Q. So you were prepared to sacrifice that, that typewriter,
the television, your clothes and you only took a change of
clothes despite the fact that you thought you were going to
Mexico?

A. Yes. I don't know how much clothes I had with
me. I put some in the cleaners a shirt something like that,
and I couldn't get it, I didn't have time to get them out.

And I had a few clothes I didn't take all the clothing I had.
Now, in the rooming house in Memphis up to that so called place,

that place on Main Street. I think there was a suit or something
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like that I left in the car because of the clientele.

Q. When did you take your stuff to the cleaners?

A. I probably took it to the cleaners four or five
days after I was there, but I don't know.

Q. What date do you put that on?

A. Well, when did I take it out. I took it out the
fifth, I must have put it in about the, it had to been longer
than that. I had to put it in about the 27th of March, so
it would be considerably longer than four or five days.

Q. So you and he went to Birmingham. On what day would
you put that?

A. March the 28th.

Q. What happened when you went to Birmingham?

A. Well, I checked into the hotel, a motel, the
Pive Points I believe it was.

Q. Five Points?

A. Yes.

Q. wWhere's that located, what part of town?

A. Well, it's in Birmingham, it's not downtown but
it's in the business section. I think the highway runs by
it.

Q. Under what name did you sign in?

A. Galt.

Q. What happened when you arrived there?

A. Well, we had some conversation about the buying,
the purchasing of weapons and where we should purchase them,

and, and, he seemed to have a little knowledge of Birmingham,
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but not too much. I think we, I don't know if we looked up or
he looked up a specific place in the cat - in the phone book,
I know we went to a tavern not too far from the train station
where you can, it's not a, it's a tavern and restaurant where
you parked in back and I think that's where we looked in the
phone book.

MR. EVANS: 1Is this Magoulas' place?

A. It may be, I don't know, there's a lot of Greek
establishments in that area, and I know the place you are
talking about, but I can't, I was in several places and I can't
distinquish the names between them except the Starlight, that's
the only one I'm clear on.

Then I think we decided on this place. I don't know
if I decided on it or he had another store, on the way out there
we got on a parallel street and I think it was the wrong
street or something. I have some recollection then of getting
a map to see just where this place was. We thought we was
on the road that lead to the airport, but apparently he had
been into the airport before, but anyway we got on the other
street, the right one and went to the sporting goods store.

MR. GANNON: What was the name of that store?

A. That was Aero Marine Supply.

Q. Did you visit any other sporting goods store?

A. No.

Q. That's the only one you went in?

A. That's the only one.

LEHNER: You visited no other store of any type to get a gun
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during any time in your life?

A. No time, that's the first.

Q. First and only time you ever went to any store
‘0 get a gun of any type?

A. That's the only time, any time.

Q. About what time of the day did you get to Aero
Marine?

A. It would have been sometime in the afternoon?

Q Of what date?

A. I guess the 28th or 27th?

MR. GANNON: Can I ask you a question abamut that, did
Raoul stay with you at the Pive Points Motel?

A. No, not as I know of. He waited in the room that I
rented, but he didn't stay there that night, but -

Did he stay in the room I was in?

Q. Yes, or in another room in the motel?

A. Not as I know of.

Q. And when did he come, did he pick you up in the
morning, or what, or did you pick him up some place?

A. Well, let's see, let's see, I rented a room, it must
have been two or three o'clock and I think we had a little
trouble finding the sportirg goods store.

MR. LEHNER: You rented the room at what time?

A. It probably would have been 2:00.

Q. In the afternoon?

A. Yes. Well, I had some - when I purchased the rifle
1 had to get, I had the wrong type and I know it had to be

late in the afternoon because I couldn't make, make a switch
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that day. Now, I, see I purchased the rifle, I took it back to the *°

motel and I think that's when he gave me the, the different
kind to exchange it for.
MR. GANNON: Can I ask you a question about that?
Raoul went with you to Aero Marine, is that right?
A. No. I think, no I don't believe he did - No,
he didn't go with me, he, let's see, well we was looking
at it in the street, yes, but that's the second time, yes he
went the first time, but the second time that was the next day
I went to the qun shop the next day.
Q. Well, I guess my question was, like the first day
when you went out there, you say you got lost, right?
A. That's correct.
Q. And you had to get a map and then find aut how to
get out to the airport. Now, what did he tell you when you
went into the Aero Marine the first time, what kind, what
did he say about what kind of gun, rifle he was looking for?
A. Well, that was, the first time was verbal instructions. )
Q. What were they, exactly, if you recall? )
A. There was something about a deer gun or something,
but the way this got, the way we got tangled up on this is,
I think the - When I took it back, I told the, I told the guy
that it wasn't really a deer gun or something like that. He
said, well, yes it is too, and it seemed to be different deer
guns between Birmingham deers and Wisconsin or something. I told him
explained things the second time. Well, the second time I
had more information about it. I explained it to him, that I

wanted deer guns, rifle for deers in Minnesota or



———— | ——————— . = s, "

149

148

somewheres like that. I know the owner told me something,
ch, I thought you was talking about Alabama deers.or something.
Yo, apparently they are smaller. Now I don't know if there's any--

Q. The first time did Ral - Raoul tell you what caliber
veapon he wanted you to buy?

A. No, it was more or less, he explained to me that he
vanted what you call a deer rifle or something, but the second
time it was more explicit, it was written down.

Q. He wrote it down?

A. Yes, see the first rifle it was really like it wzs really
like the second one. I don't know all the technicalities to this,
but I can't remember everything that was told to me, but
these bores, I understand the difference between a rifle, one
type of rifle and another, a.22, I know a caliber .45 or some-
thing. But these weapons all had numbers. One of them had .243
and the other one had something else, and I just wasn't con-
versed with that type of, with that type of, of gun.

MR.EVANS: Did the salesman take you through any sort
of familiarization instructional process while you were
looking at these particular guns? I mean did he show you how
they operated or --

A. Well, I can't remember too much about that either.

I did ask him about his military rifles and he said something
about they wasn't too good, but I assumed from that he was
trying to sell me something that was more expensive, but I
just don't know anything about those rifles.

Q. I mean, when he was showing you the weapon, did you
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handle the weapons, did you put them up on your shoulder?
Did you sort of demonstrate any, any -

A. No. Actually I --

Q. - knowledge of the weapon at all?

A. I was uncomfortable about buying those rifles

because the guy probably when I was asking for military rifles, ! ~

he assumed I didn't know what I was, I wasn't conversed in,
in what I was trying to get.

So, I was telling him that my brother was telling
me what to get, see, and I think I even had it wrote down
on paper there once, expecially when it was military rifles,
I can't go into too much details on what -

Q. Did you ever examine any qun magazines or arms
magazines?

A. pid 1 -

Q. Yes.

A. No, I never paid any attention to them.

Q. Did you ever refer to any gun magazines before,
while in the store?

A. I have some recollection of them giving me some
paper and me showing this Raoul the paper and it had military
weapons on there, but that's just vagque. I can't be specific
on it because I, I'm just, I was never interested in, I like,
I'm interested in pistols, but not rifles.

MR. GANNON: If I understood you properly, it was going
to be like a package, this, this gun deal in Mexico was

going to be a package deal, you were going to have some hunting
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rifles and then some military rifles, say Army surplus, some-
thing like that, cheaper models, is that correct?

A. It was my understanding that there would be eight or
ten of these scoped, scoped rifles and then a large, large
collection of these military rifles.

Q. Wwhy didn't raoul tell you to buy at least one of
these military rifles as a sample?

Why didn't he just instruct you to buy just a
hunting rifle?

A. Well he didn't, no, he didn't tell me to buy any
zilitary rifles, he just told me to look at them and ask the
price and look them over and inquire and make general inquiries
bout them and that's all I did. I just asked, I asked the
salesman about them and he said well, he said, no these are
inferior quality or something.

Q. When you bought this, the first rifle, did they
require identification?

A. No, he didn't ask me for any identification.

Q. Did they, did you have to give a name or anything like

A. I don't know if he asked me, well yeh, I think he asked
Ee my name for the receipt, but I don't believe he asked me for
any, if he'd asked me for identification I just wouldn't have pur-
chased it. I would have just told him that I had forgotten my -

Q. Well, what was the reason for that, because the
reason you came to Alabama to buy the rifle was because you
had identification?

A. Well, I didn't -- I looked at it different.
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I worked out something else, I would get more, I don't like

to go in and do anything on the spur of the moment. I don't
like that type of setup there. I mean, if I was buying some-
thing, I would buy it off a fence, but if I would, if he were
to ask me for identification I would most likely told him to,
told him I forgot it, and I'd discuss it further to see if
there was any other way perhaps where you wouldn't had need

any identification. Of course, if it came down to where I

had to have identification to buy it I would have went ahead
and used mine. But I always found there's always other ways

to get around things like that. I mean, I could have went down
and, usually skid row, I would buy identification off a wino

or something, and use his, but of course I would have used

mine if everything else failed. But I wouldn't have just jumped
in there and give him all my identification and -

Q. But you did give him a name?

A. I give him a name, yes.

Q. Was that Galt or Raynes?

A. No, I, that was Willard, no, that was Lowmeyer,
Harvey Lowmeyer I give him.

Q. What time during purchase did you give him the name
Lowmeyer?

A. I think that was when he asked me, I think that was
on the bill of sale when he started to write out the bill of
sale, you know.

Q. Well, did you know at that time that he wasn't going

to say Mr. Lowmeyer could I see your identification?
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A. Well, no, I didn't have any =-- Well, no, I didn't
knov if he was going to ask me for it or not.

MR. LEHNER: The question that Mr. Gannon is getting at
is the reason you didn't buy it in Atlanta, but bought it in
Birmingham was that you thought you needed to show some identi-
fication and then the time came for the identification, what's
your name, and you say Lowmeyer and you didn't know that the next
question was not going to be, well, Mr. Lowmeyer let me see your
identification?

A. No, I didn't.

Q. And then what was the purpose in not giving Galt
ince the reason you go to Alabama was that you had the Galt
identification?

A. Well, I would have used the Galt in the final, if it
Came down to eigher getting it or not getting it, but I don't
think there's anything, something, something like this would
possibly, be criminal activity, I don't think there's any point
in jumping in on the first thing and, I would have told him, I
vould have probably have told him that, well, I forgot my identi-
fication, I'11 come back and get it in a few minutes. But it's
alvays been my experience if you have the money you don't have
to worry about, too much about other things.

Q. Well, let me ask you under what circumstances would you
have used the name Galt in purchasing the rifle at Areo Marine?

A. Well, probably I would have left there and I would have
went and talked to him and explained the situation to him and
then I probably would have sent somewhere else most likely and,

if 1, based on my past experiences on things like this, I probably
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would have went and tried, that right probably, I would have
tried to get some wino's identification and if I couldn't done

that then I would have went ahead and used the Galt, but -
MR. GANNON: Did you give an address with Lowmeyer?

A. I believe I did.

Q. Was it an address that you had used before?

A. No, I don't believe so. I think it's just an
address, parking, I think it turned out to be a vacant lot,
but, that was it.

Q. But why that address as opposed to something else?
Were you familiar with that address from some place else?

A. No. I was familiar with, I probably seen the
street somewheres. Well, I think there's been something written
that if the owner would been familiar with the address he
would have found out it was a vacn't lot or something, but I
knew, I knew the, that wasn't prepared too well, that type of
operation there, I just wouldn't get involved in that type of
deal where you have to improvise on doing something.

MR. LEHNER: Why didn't you do the same thing in Atlanta,
go in there, the guy ask you what's your name sir, for the bill
of sale, you give the name Lowmeyer and then if they say where's
your identification say you left it homeand walk out? Wwhy
didn't you do it there?

A. Well, I could have, but I just thought it was easier
and more appropriate to aet it in Alabama. I mean I could have -

Q. Why?

A, Well, I had identification and if I -
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Q. Well, you weren't planning to use your identification,

{','ou vere planning to make up some name as you did, Lowmeyer?
I A. Well, I'm planning to use it in the last resort,
cut I don't know, I just felt more comfortable with the Alabama
identification. The thing wouldn't be --
Q. But since you were in Atlanta and you figured your
next stop is going to be, possibly Mexico why not do the
Lowneyer bit in Atlanta and if it didn't work then take the
Galt identification and use that in, in Alabama?
A. Well, I could have very well did that I suppose,
1se the, use it, but I had in the back of my mind of getting
the rifle plural or singualr, whatever it was regardless of
vhat, using my identification or not. So there's, I can't get,
¥ou know, answer all these judgment questions. There is a certain
fine distinction between them. I'm just, probably a lot of things
I did were not in hindsight they were not the most brilliant, but-
Q. But don't you think that would raise some suspicion
if you were in Aero Marine and said, Lowmeyer, he says, could
1 see your dientification sir, and you say, woops, I have no
identification and then the man sees you get into the car, don't
¥ou think that might have raised some suspicion since you were
the last person in the country that wanted to have anybody
suspicious of you especially buying a weapon?
A. Well, I don't know, I suppose if that would have
fappened that's a hypothetical question, I suppose I wouldn't
have went directly to the car. I might have went, worked around

the postion where I ocould have see where whether he was watching
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me or not or I might have let the other party drive the car.

Q. Was Raoul in the car or outside of the car when you
were in Aero Marine?

A. No, hewas, no he would have been outside®of the car.

Q. He was inside or outside?

A. He was inside.

Q. Inside, in the passenger seat?

A. I guess.

Q. Where was the car parked?

A. I don't know, I just don't have no clear picture
of this establishment. I know there was anairport there,
and that's the, about the only thing I can remember about
it.

GANNON: Why didn't Raoul - Was there any reason why Raoul
didn't come into the store with you to look at the rifles as
you were looking at them?

A. Well, I don't know, I suppose the same reason he
didn't go to purchase them in the first place. He's, if he
could have made the purchase -

LEHNER: What time did you buy the rifle about?

. A. Well, it was in the afternoon I couldn't tell you what
tlme'Q. Early, mid, late afternoon?

A. I would guess it would be two or three o'clock.

Q. All right, when you came out of the store with the
rifle what did you do?

A. Well, I went back to the, to the - I know I went

back to the motel.

Q. Well, did you go back to the car?
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A. Yes.

Q. Did you show Raoul the rifle?

A. No. I showed him that in the motel.

Q. Was there any reason you didn't show him that
in the car?

A. No. It wouldn't been no reason. See, we made two
trips, we made two trips down there and I can't get a clear
recollectiion just, from one from the other because they were
almost identical trips, and I had a clear recollection of getting
the map and finding the street and that there, but I can't, I
can't have, I don't have no clear recollection of, of, I don't
have no clear recollection of, for some reason, of him going
to that gun, to that gun store with me, but --

Q. How was the gun packaged?

A. Well, I don't recall that. I think that was -- The
first time?

Q. Yes.

A. I, I, I couldn't say, I know one time it had a - it
had, it had a box on it. The second time, I know, I know it
was some type of trouble getting a box or something to fit it
or something.

Q. Well, the first time you went there, did he show
you how the gun worked?

A. The owner?

Q. Yes.

A. I think he, he demonstrated two, thre times, he just
give me -- I think he might have, maybe he assumed I knew some-
thing about ti being I was going deer hunting, but I don't

think he, I can't, I can't recall all the details.

02-076 0 - 79 - 11
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MR. GANNON: Did he load it for you, or work the action,
or anything like that?

A. I think he probably showed me, but I don't have
no recollection of that at all. The only thing, the only
thing I have clear recollection on of purchasing that qun, that
rifle, is getting - having some trouble with me and him getting

a map and finding out the right street. We was on the
wrong street or something, but I don't even have no clear
recollection of him being in the car when I purchased the
rifle. But I can't -

MR. LEHNER: Well, when you first bought the rifle did
the owner put a sight on it, did he, the operator of the store
put a sight on the gun for you?

A. Yes.

Q. So you, did he show you how the sight worked?

A. No.

Q. Did you put the gun up and sight it in the store?

A. I don't think so.

Q. Did you buy amunition with it? A. Yes.

Q. Didyou ask for a particular type of amunition?

A. No, just whatever went along with the rifle.

Q. Did he show you how to load it?

A. I don't, I don't recall those details. I just can't
recall them anymore.

Q. Well, were you familiar with rifles?

A. No.

Q. Had you ever shot a rifle before?

A. Army rifle, yes.



159
158

Q. So you were familiar with rifles?

A. Well, not that type, Army rifles, M-1.

Q. Well, what type of rifle was this first one that
you bought?

A. I don't know.

Q. Was it a bolt action?

A. I couldn't say if it was or not.

Q. Was it pump action?

A. I don't know.

Q. Do you know the difference?

A. I didn't think it was, I know the difference.

Q. What is an M-12?

A. Well, I took them a part blindfolded, I know what
them are, they are -~

Q. They are bolt actions?

A. No. They are semi-automatics.

Q. What does that mean?

A. Well, you just, all you had to do was keep pulling
the trigger on the automatic.

Q. How did this rifle differ from the M-1 that you knew?

A. Well, I know I could tell the difference. I can
recall there's a difference, but I can't, I can't, just don't know
anything about that first one or the second one, either one.
Ican't explain the mechanisms in it.

Q. wWhat were the instructions that Raoul gave you for
the purchase of the first rifle?

A. Well, it was the name more than it was - It was =~
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I think what - I think the name was similar to the second one
but I tnink it was a difference, a different number. I thin% what I
made, made the mistake was in the number or something, but, of
course, there might not have been no mistake, he might have
given me the right one and I got the right one and he may have
ueciuea ne wanted tne other one, but I can't, I can't give you
any information on those rifles, I just don't know.

Q. You told the owner that it was for shooting deer?

A. That's correct.

Q. And you gave him a name, the type of rifle, is
that what you gave him or did you give him a number, or did
you give him both?

A. I really don't know what I give him. I have a
recollection that there was a name and maybe I give him the
wrong number or may be I give him the right one.

Q. In the store did you pick up the rifle to feel its
weight?

A. No, I don't think I paid any attention to it.

Q. Did you put your eye up to the mechanism so that
you could sight it?

A. No, I don't have any -

Q. Did the man fix the telescopic lens so that it was
adjusted for a particular distance?

A. Well, I don't know if he did or not. I think he =-

I have some recollection of me me looking at it once and lookinc
at it, handling it, and giving it back to him and I think
he showed it to me, and I think I told him just, that's all

right, and that was it. There was no explanation of details.
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I imagine he asked me if I knew how to use it and 1
probably told him yes, and that was it.

Q. How much did you pay?

A. I just can't recall, it was considerable from my -

Q. And then you took the gun and, the rifle, in the
box, was that the same box it came in?

A. The first one?

Q. Yes.

A. I can't - I can't even recall the first one, if it
came in a box or not. I recollect the second one because
there was some problem getting a box to fit it. But --

Q. Well, you took the rifle out and you put it back,
you put it in your car, what part of the car did you put the
rifle?

A. I can't recall that either,

Q. And where was the car parked?

A. I don't know. It was somewhere in that area.

I can't, I can't recall. _

Q. And then what did you tell Raoul as to what you bought?

A. Well, he, he looked at it and that's -

MR. EVANS: Well, could you sort of just go through just
what happened when you got to the room? I mean, you had just
been out and you were nervous not being familiar with buying
gquns and you had been put in a situation where you might
have been in a little jeopardy and you come back now, and you
take the gun up to the room, what happened then?

MR. LEHNER: One second if I can. You came back
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and you took the gun and put it in the back seat of the
car, or did you put it in the trunk of the car?

A. I don't know, I can't recall that at all.

Q. And what did Raoul say when you got into the car
about the gun?

A. I have, I have some difficulty in recollecting if
he was even in the car. 1I've been trying to place whether he
was in the car. That's when he was asking me a while ago if
he was in or out, I can't even recollect whether he was in
or out. I know we was looking for that address, but -

MR. GANNON: Well, do you remember him getting out of
the car after you had decided where the, where the supply store
was, or where the sporting goods store was?

A. Let's see, I'm trying to - I'm trying to get these
two trips separated where I won't have to get them too con-
fused. Suppose I --

Q. May be this will clear it up, if I understand you
properly what you said was that you and Raoul setout together to
go to the Aero Marine to buy the rifle and you got lost and you
had a stop, maybe at a gas station get a map to figure out how to
get on the highway or road to lead to the airport where this
sporting goods store was, now, do you have any recollection of
Raoul leaving you there or if he didn't leave you there then he
mustvhave come with you to the airport, to the supply store.

A. Well, let me, let me try to think, this second trip,
when I made it, that was the next morning. I can't, I just
can't get these two, two trips separated.

Q. Are you sure you made the second trip by yourself?
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A. Well, let's see, the second trip. I know I made
one trip by myself. I'm, I'm a hundred percent positive of
that, but the other one was, the other one I'm kind of vague
on. I think, I may have to kook at these back papers to see
on that.

Q. Well, on the second trip hadn't Raoul written out
the name of the rifle exactly what he wanted?

A. Yes, that's correct. And more specific.

Q. There was no need for him to go on the second trip?

A. No, I think I had, I think I got some kind of a
catalogue on the first trip, and I have some recollection of
showing him that in the motel rather than showing it to him
in the car. So, if that is the situation then I apparently
went back to the motel for something.

MR. KERSHAW: Well, that's something I was going to
ask you. Do you remember taking the gun out of the car
when you got to the motel?

A. No, I don't recall taking it out. I took it out,
but I don't recall -

Q. But you do remember taking it into the motel and
showing it?

A. Well, when you fool with guns and things you got to,
you sort of, you're just not in a condition where you remember
all the details of it. I know I - I know evidently I took
it out of the car, I know I took it out, but I can't remember
all the, if I opened the car or opened the back or whatever it

was, and carrying it up the steps and all that.
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MR. EVANS: Try and recall what happened when you got
back into the room, the conversation between you and Raoul
relative to the rifle and what caused you to get on the phone
and call Aero Marine to exchange it, do you remember that?

A. Well, there was some mention that it was the wrong
type or something.

Q. Now all right, does this mean that he looked at the rifle?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. How did he go about examining it to determine
that it was the wrong rifle?

A. Well, I think he just loeked at it and probably
looked at the chamber or something, and I don't remember too
mary details. I think I had a catalogue, but I'm not certain.
I think they give me some kind of a book and I think he either
indicated in the book or wrote it down, I'm just not positive on
that. pit, well, I think you'd have to find out what the practice
was of the sporting goods store whether they give you books
or not or whether they did.

Q. Well, were you upset with him when he said this is
not the right gun, I mean, did you get a little pissed off
since he had been in the car with you at Aero Marine and he
could have saved you this extra trip which again might jeopardize
you because you are back in the public eye and you are in a
gun store and sometimes police go in gun stores to buy guns or
they come in to check the licensing or something?

A. Well, I'm not a hundred percent sure he was with

me on that first trip. I think he was with me, I know he was
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with me in a tavern on a side street, but I'm not certain that
he was with me on that first trip.

Q. Well, the fact that you got the wrong gun did that
annoy you?

A. Well, not expecially, it's, well, it, it, it incon-
venienced me, but of course there was, I assumed that there was
certain financial rewards for going back now. But the whole
operation was something that, that I wouldn't setup myself. I
wouldn't, that's kind of amateurish to me, going in a gun store
and -

MR. LEHNER: What financial reward did you have in mind?

A. Well, if I was going to get some money for the
later transactions that would be financial rewards I suppose.

MR. GANNON: But you had already taken one risk being
vhen you went in there the first time, now, you are going in
there, you had to go inthere a second time, a second risk and
really it wasn't your fault you had done the vest you could. The
problem was that he hadr't given you specific enough instructions.

A. Well, I still don't know whether he did or he didn't.
These guns are highly technical from what I know now, and with
ny ignorance, I could have very well gave him, gave the manager
the wrong information. The information I explained to him was
a dear rifle and I got some recollection now that the salesman
said something about, the second trip, there was a difference
between Alabama deer and Wisconsin deer. Now if there is, I
don't know if there is any difference or not, but I think I
explained it to him that I was going hunting in Minnesota or

Wisconsin or something, and he explained the difference.
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MR. LEHNER: What did he say was the fault of the
first gun?

A. What did who say?

Q. Raoul.

A. Well, he said it was the wrong type.

Q. what did he say was, what was the deficiency in the
first rifle?

A. I don't know.

Q. And then what did he say he wanted in exchange
for it?

A. Well, he either mentioned the catalogue or maybe made a
mark on the catalogue, I don't know. I explained all this to WOodsv
né€s the owner of the joint where I went back but I can't recall
what I explained to Woods or anything like that.

MR. GANNON: Did Raoul say it was too light or too
heavy c¢r what?

A. I have no idea. I thirk he may have mentioned caliber,
but I'm just guessing on that, the number or something.

MR. EVANS: Who made the call, you made the call or he
made the call?

A. Yes, I made the call.

Q. what time did you go out the next morning?

A. Well, let's see, I think he told me - I think it
was on a - I think it was on a Saturday, but I'm not sure, I'm
not even, Im just not certain what time it was, I can't recall.

Q. Okay.

Did Raoul know that you were returning the next day?

Raoul was there when you made the call the second time for
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the call to replace this weapon with another weapon?

A. Yes. But I don't really know where I made the call
at, whether I made it from the motel or outside, I think I made
it = I can't recall now where I made the call et.

MR. LEHNER: What time was it that you made the all?

A. Well, let's see, that would be later in the
day, I think what time it was, I couldn't say.

MR. GANNON: Did you spend some time with Raoul that
night, I mean did you go out to dinner, go out and
have a drink together?

A. No, I didn't go anywhere.

MB. LEHNER: Did you test fire the first gun?

A. What?

Q. Did you test fire the first gun?

A. Did I personally test fire it? Q. Yes.

A. No, I never did, I never did anvthing to it.

Q. Did Raoul test fire the first one?

A. No.

Q. Was it test fired by anybody?

A. Not as I know of. I read in the paper later on that
it was, it was deficient, but I don't know, it wouldn't matter.

Q. Was there any reason that you didn't exchange
it the same day?

A. Well, let's see, I think apparently he didn't have
time or something, maybe it was too late.

Q. Who is he?

A. The owner of the gun store.
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Q What happened then between you and Raoul?

A Well, after I decided to get the gun the next day,
we discussed that I would meet him at the motel the next
day or something. I think I rerented the room for another
day and I don't know where he stayed at, I took him downtown, I
think, somewhere and -

MR. GANNON: Do you remember where you dropped him off
downtown, this was in Birmingham, right?

A. Yes. I think it was the post office or something.

MR. LEHNER: What was the plan?

A. The plan was, well, the plan hadn't been worked
out, I'd go back the next day and get the rifle.

Q. And then what?

A. Well, we didn't discuss that until the next day.

Q. So the next day you went and got the rifle and then
what did you do?

A. Well, I brought it back to the - Let me see, now,

I think I took that, I think what happened is that I called
that Marine supply place that night and first I'm not, on this
testimony I'm giving on this, I'm not being bound by anything.

Q. This is the best recollection as of now.

A. Yes. I think I called him that night. pnow, I don't
know if I took that rifle back there that night or the next
morning, but now, I think now I have a recollection of taking it
back there at night. See, that would have been - That would
have made three trips out there wouldn't it, so, if I took

it back that night I think what he told me is come back and
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get it the next day. Now --

Q. When you got the riflewas it the next day, when you
got the second rifle, it was the next day?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you then bring it back to the motel?

A. Now, I forgot about this third trip, I'm not trying
to confuse you, I think that's probably, that's when this Raoul
went out there with me, maybe on the second trip, because on
reflection I dont think he went out there the first time.

I think I took him back after we located the place and then -
Now, what was the question again?

Q. When you got the rifle did you bring it back to the
mtel? The second rifle?

A. When I went out the third time I went out there three
times, I think it was.

Q. Well, when you got the rifle, the second rifle, did you
bring it ack to themotel?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you show it to Raoul?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. Did he spend the night there with you at the motel?

A. No, he didn’'t

Q. How did he get to the Motel so that he was there
the next day?

A I guess he drove up there or took a cab or something.

Q. Where did he stay at that night?

A. I have no idea.

Q. Bbw did he get into your place?
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A. Just knocked on the door and that was it.

Q. Was this before you went out to, to get the rifle?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. And he waited there while you went to get the rifle?

A. Yes.

Q. Was there any reason why he waited while you went
to go get the rifle?

A. Well, no, I can't think of any.

Q. Where did you drop him off the, that first day. The
day that you bought the rifle, bought the first rifle?

A. I don't think I drooped him off.

Q. Bought the first rifle?

A. The one, I don't have any recollection of dropping
him off except the one timg I think I took him down to the
post office.

Q. That was the first day, the day that you bought
the first rifle?

A. No, that might have been, when I dropped him off
at the post office. I think that was -- I think that was the,
no, that wouldn't have been the first time that would have been
the second, the second time.

Q. So that was the night that you bought the first rifle,
you dropped him off at the post office, is that right?

A. Well, let me, let me try to get this straight. The
first rifle, let's see, now, I went - Let's see the second -
Let me try to get these trips to the gun shop down. You
see the first time I bought the, I bought the, I purchased

the rifle, I came back to the motel and he left and I went,
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I went, I apparently went there again that night, and come
back. Let's see, he came back the next morning, no, I think
it was the second, the second morning, I think, I think I
dropped him off. Yes, I dropped him off at the post office
one time but I don't know which time it was.

Q. Well, you say the second time, you say there's three
trips in all and the second trip -

A. Well, this third trip got me confused, now, I can't -

Q. Well, let's wait on the third trip until we finish
the second trip. You say the second trip you go back with
him and you leave the gun off, but you don't get the second
gqun, right?

A. Yes, I think that's correct.

Q. What was the reason you left it off without getting
the second gun?

A. I think, I think the, I think =---I think I lefthim
off at the post office before I went to get the second gun
because he said something, the gun owner said something about,
he didn't have time to do it that day.

Q. Well, the second trip which is the first day, you
return the first rifle, but don't buy the second rifle, is
that right? And Raoul was with you on that trip?

A. Now, run that down to me again?

A. Now let's see, the first, your best recollection now
is the first trip you buy the rifle, you are by yourself; the
second trip is that same first day but it's later in the day, you

go with Raoul, you return the first rifle, but you don't pick up a
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second rifle, is that, is that what you are saying?

A. Yes. But I don't want to be bound by that because
I think that's the way it happened. Because, this is from,
this is from, I'm just trying to reconstruct this, I don't have
no recollection of it. I know, I know the guy I purchased the
rifle from he told me he, he couldn't get it done that day. I
have somewhat, a fairly good recollection of that, but I can't,
I don't think I took the rifle out that morning and got it in
afternoon, I think I took it that night, but I just can't, I
just don't have any recollection on it.

Q. Where is Raoul that night between the first day and
the second day, where does he spend that night?

A. Well now, he, he, on that first night he left, I think
he went, apparently went downtown or something.

Q. Where did you take leave of him? Did you drop him
of f somewhere that first night?

A. Not, not that first night.

Q. Well, where did you take leave of him? Where were
you and he when you separated?

A. The motel room.

Q. Was this after you dropped the gun off, you returned
the gun?

A. I don't know if it was or not. I can't, I can't,
I can't remember it.

Q. As you recollect now, your best recollection, which
of the trips did he go, did he go with you to Aero Marine?

A. Let's see, I wouldn't, I wouldn't want to get settled on

that until I read some of these papers. You, I spent, I wrote
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that stuff down eight years ago and I can't, there's so much

rnning back and forth during that 14 hour period, 16 hour
period whatever it was, I just can't get in mv head. There
vas alsc; this problem of getting lost and gettinag maos, I can't
cet it in my head what all we done.

Q. Well, let's skip that for a while and let you think
about it.

A. I'1ll go over the record, I know what the record )
says, the sales record and all that, but they don't, I can't -

Q. Let's skip it for a second and go, go forward and ther
mybe we can go back.

A, All right.

Q. After you purchased the second rifle, did he see
the second rifle?

A. Yes.

Q. Did there come a time after he saw the second

rifle that he approved of it?

A, Yes.

Q. Did he test fire that second rifle?

A. Notas I know of it.

Q. Did you test fire the second rifle?

A. No. I didn't test fire it.

Q. So you never fired that second rifle?

A, No, no.

Q. After you showed him the second rifle did there come

a time that you and he parted company?

A. Yes.

Q. How long after you showed him the second rifle

did you and he part company?

Q06 0-1-.12
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A. Shortly, not too long after it.

Q. And, what was the agreement as to where you were going
to again meet?

A, In Memphis.

April 3rd, New Rebel Motel.

Q. And when was the time that you made that agreement to
meet him at the new Rebel Motel on the 3rd?

A. Well this would have probably been March 29, that
would probably be the day that I purchased it. I got - I'm
clear on this from here on out and I was suppose to be in
Memphis at the New Rebel I think it was May the 3rd and I
decided I'd drive slow from Birmingham to Memphis and I left
Memphis This is in 3equence of events and there's no duplication,
I went to Florence, Alabama, I think to Decator, and some town
in Mississippi.

MR. GANNON: Was there any special reason why you did not go
back to Atlanta because you still could have made Memphis on the

3rd of April even if you went back to Atlanta? Was there any
special reason for an agreement to drive slowly on the way
to Memphis?

A. There wasn't no agreement, but that waa my sug-
gestion because I wasn't interested if I had to go to Memphis
to drove back to Atlanta and then to drive way back to
Memphis. I know the FBI says I went back to Memphis
Aprill, but that's -

MR. EVANS: You mean Atlanta:

A. Atlanta, yes.

MR. LEHNER: Well, what was the reason that they concluded
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that you went back to Atlanta?

A, I don't think - I think Dr. King made a decision
April 1 to return to Memphis I don’t think there, and I think they
vanted to show that I didrit decide to go to Memphis until April 1.

Q. You brought, you picked up your clothes on April Sth
from Atlanta is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. wWhen did you put those clothes in?

A. I must have put them in around March the 26th or 27th.

Q. Now, you recall that you took leave of Raoul and
decided to meet him in Memphis or he told you to meet him
at the New Rebel in Memphis and when was that that you took
leave of him?

A. What date?

Q. Yes.

A. I think it was the 29th.

Q. Okay, now thinking back, do you remember which time
Raoul went with you to the Aero Marine? If at all?

A. No, I can't think. The only thing I can think of
clearly is certain things stand out and certain things are
blurry. I know there was trouble finding this place because
of some type of a street number or similar name or something.

We had trouble finding them and we had to check a map. What
this place, what the front of this place looked like and

conversation I had with him, I just don't have any recol

lection of that. The only thing I remember about that place

is it was near an airport on the left and I can't I cart remmber
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anything else about it.

Q. What I'm going to ask you to do is to think about
this, to consult whatever papers you have and see if you
cauld recall how many times you went to Aero Marine and which
time if any Raoul went with you?

A. Well, I can't, I can't find that out until he ma) es so
arrangements to get these papers off Lesar. I wrote him
certified letter, but I can't -

MR. LEHNER: Which papers are these, are these the papers
that you wrote to Huie?

MR. RAY: Yes, I wrote these out in 1968, but I made
several revisions after Iwrote them to him because I made
errors and he corrected some of the revisions, but some of them
I don't know if he corrected all of them or not.

MR. LEHNER: If you wish you can sign a form now to give
to us so that we couldgive it to Lesar, vho lives in Washington
and we could pick this up and bring it back the next time,
if that's what you and Mr. Kershaw, wish or if Mr. Kershaw, you
wish to contact Mr. Lesar yourself and have him send it to
you whichever is more convenient to you, would be
fine, but we would be willing to cooperate if you require it.

MR. RAY: Well, if you want to I could give you a
certified letter and mail it to you and you could 'give it to him
and I could send a note that, that you could have the papers. But

MR. LEHNER: Or you could send a letter directly to him with
a copy to us telling him to please aive that to us.

MR. RAY: Well, Arthur Hanes has tim too, maybe you'd
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be able to get a copy from him. See these papers come, the
way I got these papers, they were turned over to an attorney,
in Chattanooga, Robert Hill and I had to sue him to get them
in 1972 under a write of detinue and I got them off and
attorney Jerry Sommerson, from Chattanooga, who represented
me and then I sent them straight to Lesar, Bernard Fenster-
wald and that's the last I saw of them.

MR. KERSHAW: Well, let me suggest this, suppose you
send a certified letter to Lesar with a copy to Mr. Lehner
and asking Lesar to give those papers to Lehner and in the
mean while I'1ll call Hanes and see what he's got.

MR. RAY: Now, on these particular papers there's
two pages missing out of them.

MR. KERSHAW: Well, whatever he's got, he can't give
what's missing.

MR. RAY: Well you might get the rest of them off of
Hanes.

MR. KERSHAW: These papers that you, are in, are asking
for are hadwritten papers that he has?

MR. RAY: That's correct.

MR. LEHNER: Okay. We are going to turn off the machines if
that's all right with you and end the interview. It is now
4:14.

MR. EVANS: The entire tape has been transcribed by Louis

Hindle, Stenographer, Select Committee on Assassinations.

(End of April 29, 1977, interview with James Earl Ray).






THE FIFTH INTERVIEW WITH JAMES EARL RAY AT THE RRYSH¥
MOUNTAIN STATE PENITENTIARY ON MONDAY, MAY 3, 1977 at

10:07 A.M.

MR. LEHNER: Okay, it is now seven minutes after
10 a.m. It is the 3rd of May, 1977 and everybody will
identify themselves for the record if it is all right.

I am Robert Lehner, Deputy Chief Counsel, House
Committee on Assassinations.

MR. EVANS: Ed Evans, Chief Investigator, Select
Commit tee on Assassinations.

MR. GANNON: Tom Gannon, Staff Counsel, Select
Committee on Assassinations.

MR. KERSHAW: Jack Kershaw, representing James Earl
Ray.

MR. RAY: James Ray.

MR. REVEL: Gary Revel, Special Investigator for
Jack Kershaw.

MRS. KERSHAW: Mary Kershaw.

MR. HINDLE: Louis Hindle, Stenographer, Select
Committee on Assassinations.

MR. LEHNER: All Right.

Before we start asking you questions, Mr. Ray, is

there anything you would like to bring up to us?

MR. RAY: This may sound somewhat odd, but I do keep
pretty busy at the penitentiary. I can't spend all my time,

you know, reviewing these records and all that stuff. A lot

(179)
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of records I don't even have, but as I anticipated sometime
down the road where there is going to be conflicts with what
I said nine years, I mean, not substantially. But,
there's going to be some kind of conflict. And I have all of
these records scattered around. I think if I ever, if it
is necessary to testify for public record or something I'1ll
have my brother or someone go around the country to lawyers
and bank deposit boxes and collect this stuff. And like I
mentioned, in here I've, it keeps me busy. I know there’'s
work to do, but you have to have some type of exercise plus,
Mr. Kershaw I have to confer with him, all the time, I just
don't get too much time. Now, on these, I mentioned last
week on a book I believe you asked for it, called the "Assass-
ination of Martin Luther King" by Jeff Cohen, and you wanted
these names of, I think,Willy Green and other things.

Now, I'll take a couple of minute of your time to show
you these. I think I got all the pages marked out here,
42, 44, here's the Willy Green on page 42. I'll let you make
a duplicate copy when I get through with it.

MR. KERSHAW: What is this on Jim, "The Assassination of
Martin Luther King" by Jeff Cohen?

MR. RAY: By Jeff Cohen. I don't know what book it came
out of or anything. Someone sent it to me.

MR. KERSHAW: I see.

MR. LEHNER: Okay.

We'll make a copy of what you just gave us; pages

42 and 43 of "The Assassination of Martin Lution King."
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MR. RAY: Now, I never heard of that name in
there, that Green name, until I gqot this, I think I
got this from someone named, Donald Freed sent me this about
tw or three months ago. And here's page 44, there is
two articles on there. '

MR. LEHNER: Okay. It's the same publication the next two
pages, 44 and 45. Okay.

MR. RAY: On page 47 there's the ballistics. The reason
I nention this, one reason is there's a ballistic expert
named Herbert Mclonnell. He testified at the evidentiary
bearing. I don't know --

MR. KERSHAW: You think he might be a good ballistics
expert to talk to?

MR RAY: I wouldn't know if he is or not. I think I think he
makes a practice of testifying at trials and hearings. I
don't know anything about him, Fensterwald got him. And
the last pages is 56, you see, some of this is for Mr.

Fershaw and some of it is for the Committee. So, I'll
just show it to both of you, so that -

MR. LEHNER: ﬁhat publication is this from?

MR. RAY: Well, it apparently was written in book form
because they not only have the King case they have the Wallace
Case, the Kennedy case.

MR. LEHNER: All right, you have just aiven us in addition
vith the previously mentioned pages 46,47, and 56.

MR. RAY: There is also the page, the first page, 39. I don't

know what significance that is.
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MR. GANNON: We can xerox the entire article.

MR. LEHNER: Okay. We will xerox this if we can during
the recess and get it back to you.

MR. RAY: Yes, I don't know. See, they have a duplicating
machine. I don't know if it's clear but they, you can take
it with you and send him a copy if you are interested, if you're
not -

MR. LEHNER: Yes, I don't know everything that we have
back at the office. And so, we may have it, we may not. I
will make sure that if we don't have it that we have it.

MR. RAY: Now, I have an affadavit here from Charles
Stephens. Now, that's from the evidentiary hearing. I, I
don't know if that was introduced or not, so, maybe you
better - You don't have to read throught it. But, I was,
you can make a duplicate copy of it.

MR. LEHNER: Okay, thank you.

MR. RAY: And here's William Bradford Huie's testimony
before a Grand Jury.

MR. KERSHAW: I don't remember seeing that before, do
you remember that, or is that true?

MR. RAY: No, that's -- I don't remember.

You have that?

MR. EVANS: I don't think we have it.

MR. RAY: Oh, yes, well that was suppose to be confidential
Grand Jury testimony, but that was --

MR. EVANS: I don't remember reading it.

MR. RAY: And this is the last one. I don't know, this
is what the State would prove, they contend, if they went to trial,

it's, and I wanted to bring your attention to two things that I thought
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I could prove versus what I can't prove, and that would be
on page 7; it has me returning to a laundry in Atlanta
on April 1, and mean, that's false there, I think we could
prove that; and there's another place having me, let's see,
vhat page is it?

MR. EVANS: Oh, could everyone speak up a little bit.

MR. RAY: Well, the other thing I was going to bring up,
lcan't find here. It has me arriving in Toronto, Canada
April 8, 1960, 68. That's false. I don't, I believe, I might
be able to prove that. The State was going to contend -
Idon't know if there is even any signicance in that. The
only other thing here, 1 have, I have a tape of CBS did
approximately a year ago about the case, and it has, it quotes
Stephens on it. I was going to give it to, let Mr. Kershaw
have it, but if you want it, there's about two minutes of
tape, if vou want to listen to that?

MR. KERSHAW: Yes, let's listen to it.

MR. RAY: I think it's Stephens right after he was
arrested or something.

MR. LEHNER: Maybe Gary could play it for us right now?

MR. RAY: Yes, it would be about two minutes.

MR. REVEL: It's just barely two - will it need to be rewound?

MR. RAY: You got the wrong side.

RECORDING: That rather than have a trial in which the
faked, but which would appear to be genuine, but it would
be better for him to go through with a guilty plea proceeding -

MR. RAY: That's Jim Lesar talking.
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(Rather) - and then try to overturn that.

(Foreman) I tried to save a man's life. I don't want to
gambel a man's life against the possibility of, as long as
there's life there's hope and to me and to James EarlvRay the
evidence was so overwhelming that we both believed that he would
be electrocuted.

(Rather) This raises the most fundamental of questions,
how strong was the State's case. Since Percy Foreman chose not
to make a contest in Court there is no way to determine how
convincing the exhibits and the witnesses may have been to a
jury. We do know that prosecution planned to present one
eyewitness to testify he saw Ray fleeing the rooming house
after the shooting. He is Charles Q. Stephens whose room was
next door to the bathroom, and we know Stephens would have
been in for tough cross-examination.

(Rather) What about the witness, a Mr. Stephens?

(Foreman) Oh, good gracious, we were looking forward to
that one. We were looking forward to that one.

(Rather) He was impeachable?

(Foreman) As many wasy as you wanted him impeached.

(Rather) You figure you would have taken him apart on
the witness -

(Foreman) No question aobut it. Furthermore, you had this
cab driver, we called him Quick Draw McGraw, he was suppose
to say he came by some hour, or shortly before the shot was
fired, that he had a call to pickup Charlie Stephens and when
he showed up he found that Charlie Stephens was too drunk to
ride in a taxi cab. Think about how drunk yvou got to be not

to be able to ride --
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MR. LEHNER: I can tell you we have this tape so if you
want to stop now fine. This is the CBS show?

MR. RAY: Yes. I just wanted to show what Stephens
testimony is.

MR. LEHNER: You wanted to hear it? Why don't we do that --

MR. RAY: It'll be, I just wanted to hear Stephens.

(Rather) =-taxi cab. Shortly after the assassination
correspondent Bill Stout talked to witness Stephens and showed
hin a picture of James Earl Ray that the authorities were cir-
culating.

(Stout) Mr. Stephens what do you think of that picture,
does that look like the man?

(Stephens) Well, excuse me, from the glimpse that I got
of his profile it doesn't.

(Stout) It doesn't?

(Stephens) No, sir, it certainly doesn't. For one thing
he is too heavy and his face is too full. He had too much
hair, and his nose is too wide from the glimpse that, as I said,
1 got of his profile, but that definitely, I would say, is not
the guy.

(Rather) In fairness it should be noted that the prosecutors
Say that witness Stephens would not have been critical to their
Case. What the prosecution did --

MR. LEHNER: 1Is there anything else you want to hear?

MR. RAY: No, there's nothing.

MR. LEHNER: If you want to hear it over, we, I think we
could play the whole thing later when we recess.

MR. KERSHAW: If find Mr. Stephens equipped with remarkable
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eye sight never been recalled it before, I think that Ray,
you could look at his profile and ascertain about some-
body's nose is wide or not.

MR. RAY: See, there's, there's a gap in there when
I turn the tape over. 1It's not, you can't notice --

MR. LEHNER: 1Is there anything else that you want to
bring to our attention now before we start?

MR. RAY: No, I was mainly concerned about these
other records and this. Evertime I've ever testified,
even in front of a television or even court proceedings,
or nothing, there's never been any advance preparation,
and, that's kind of amateurish but it just works out
that way. I know I have testified twice and I think
the first time it was a deposition in 1969 in the State
prison in Nashville. We was suing Percy Foreman and
Bradford Huie, and Foreman, he came in raising hell that
he had to catch a plane os we never had the time to
decide on what we was going to testify to. I think the
other time I testified was live testimony in Memphis
in a Habeas Corpus hearing and Jim Lesar, he did a lot
of work on the case, but he claimed that prosecutor
Henry Hill is harassing him and we didn't have a chance
to review the testimony and consequently there is a
lot of surplus in the rocord and garbled testimony and
things like that, so --

MR. KERSHAW: Yes, I saw that record and I've had
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many battles with Mr. Henry Hill and I'm sure he's quite
capable of it and he wont' get away with it, if he's in
the picture again, I'll guaranty you that.

MR. LEHNER: All right, we have these materials
and we will make copies of it and return the originals
to you and we thank you for all of this.

Just to recap how we left off last Friday,
we were going to try to get certain materials from Mr.
Lesar, and Mr. Kershaw was trying to get something from
an attorney in Nashville. What's his name?

MR. KERSHAW: 1It's Chattanooga, Jerry Sommers.

MR. LEHNER: Sommers. Ed evans called Lesar and
he said that he would need some days before he got what
we requested of him, so, and I understand, Mr. Kershaw,
that he has not been successful with Mr. Sommers as of
yet. So, what we could do is, if you wish, Mr. Ray, we
could go back to your recollection of the Aero Marine
incident or we could bypass it if you wish and move on
if you want to wait until you get these materials? Which-
ever you wish.

MR. RAY: Well, I don't know if I'm interested in
aterials right now. But what I'm saying, I notice in some
of these hearings like watergate they were reading off
these papers, not from recollection, and if I did testify
to something like that which I'm not certain I will, I

wouldn't want to go up there and try to remember not
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only the 1968 but the '67, but also my dealings with
former past attorneys, it gets in somewhat detailed,
but --

MR. LEHNER: I would say this, that if you were going
to testify before our Congressional Committee, that you
would not do that until you satisfied yourself and Mr.
Kershaw satisfied himself that you had opportunity to
review your prior statements.

MR. KERSHAW: That's right, in other words, you
can, it is permissible, I'm sure, correct me if I'm wrong,
Mr. Lehner, for a witness, for you, to refer to notes
because after all this happened eight or nine years ago.
You made the notes then and by studying and reflecting,
you can make notes now which would refresh your memory.

MR. LEHNER: I would say this, that just as any
judge would do in a court if a witness said, may I refresh
my recollection, that is routinely done and I would think
that the Chairman of our committee would do that and I
would so recommend as Deputy Chief Counsel that he be
given that opportunity.

All right.

Let's, let us go to the Aero Marine incident.

You told us that you came from Atlanta to Birmingham
and the reason you came to Birmingham was because you
had ID, identification, under the name of Galt and, there-

fore, you thought it would be wiser to try to purchase
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a rifle in that state of Alabama rather than the state
of Georgia, is that correct?

A. That's correct.

Q. Why don't you, we retrace ourselves so we get
ourselves in continuity, and tell us about from the time
you left Atlanta in route to birmingham. I think this
time you told us you left certain items of personal pro-
perty behind, including your - they gun that you had.

What kind of gun was that, that you --

A. .38
Q. .382
A, Yes.

Q. And where did you leave that?

A. In the basement.

Q. What part of the basement?

A. I'm not sure. I think it was up towards the
front, because he, in order to enter the basement, you
enter through the back part of the house. There's steps
leading dow, once, you get down stairs there's a furnace
and then you got to go up towards the front again which
would be considered the back.

MR. EVANS: What, did you hade that in the rafters
or under some bricks?

A. I put, I wrapped it up and put it in the ground,

but I don't recall whether it was in the ashes or just dirt,
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or something, I know there was ashes or dirt or some-
thing in the basement.

MR. LEHNER: As far as the places that you ate
when you were in Atlanta, where did you eat during
that week you were in Atlanta?

A. Well, usually breakfast or something like
that there's a -- Buy the way, I checked and I found out
that that was 14th Street, you know, where I had my room
at.

Q. Garner's Rooming House?

A. Yes. It was on l4th.

Q. l4th Street and where?

A. And, I think it's about a block down from
Peachtree Street. I seen that in some story there. I
don't know which --

MR. GANNON: Does that, that squares with your
recollection?

A. Yes. I think I mentioned 13th or 14th last
week or the last time you were here.

MR. LEHNER: What restaurants would you eat in, did
you eat in, in Atlanta?

A. Well, this one place, now, would be l4th. You go
to 14th and Peachtree Street, turn right and in the middle
of that same block there's a small restaurant there. Its, it
runs parallel with the street, something like, it looks somethin
like a boxcar except it has windows init. I ate there =--

Q. It has what in it?
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A. Ithas windows in it, you know, but it's one of these
boxcar type things. 1Ithink I usually ate breakfast there.

There was another place about two miles I ate a couple fo times.
That would be dinner.

Q. wWhat place was that?

A. I think that's where I made the mark on the map
in that general area.

Q. wWhat's the name of that restaurant?

A, I don't know, it's on one of the main streets
and it's on the right-hand side of the street going away
from where I was living at.

MR. GANNON: Whcin direction do you remember?

A. Well, it must be north. North.

MR. LEHNER: North of Garner's?

A. Yes.

MR. GANNON: Excuse me Bob. When you say the other restau-
rant was like a boxcar do you mean like a diner that sort of thing

A. The first one, yes.

Q. And the one that's you say about a mile away from
where you live or did you say two miles?

A. I'm not, I don't have no clear recollection. I was
just driving around.

MR. LEHNER: Was this, was this restaurant, when you said
noth, that was noth of Garner's, the one you had dinner in, was
this the one that was on a corner, mid block, how could you
best describe it for us if we were to try to find it.

A. Well, going north it would be on the right-hand

side of the street. It would be - I have some recollections
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on the corner, I don't know, either that or there was an

alley right beside it. It was a small place. I think they

had beer there if I'm not mistaken.

Q.

Could you drive, describe either the outside, any

name you either saw on it, and the inside?

A.
I don't
Q.
A.
left, I
sitting
Q.
A.
Q.
boxcar,
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
night I
Q.
A.
Q.

A.

I was just down there about three times. I don't,
recall the names of either place.

How did it look like, how did it look inside?

Well, when you went in, they had stools on the
think they had booth's on the right because I recall
in a booth a couple of times.

Did you go there with anyone?

No.

And the first place the one that looks like a
did you go there with anyone?

One time, yes.

Who did you go there with?

The individual named Raoul that called himself --

Which day was that, that you went there with Raoul?

That would have been in the evening of the first
arrived there, about six, seven o'clock.

That was the evening after you had the wine with Garner?2

That's, that's correct.

Where else did you eat in Atlanta?

The only other place I could recollect I've ate

more than twice is another place on Peachtree going up, downtown,

in the,

on Peachtree. It would have been about four or five

blocks going down, I guess it would be south. It was a drive-in
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and had a large parking lot. It ran different directions
than the - it didn't run parallel with the street, it went
the opposite. It just had stools in it. It was kind of a
long, longer than the average restaurant.

MR. GANNON: This would be four or five blocks away
from the rooming house?

A. That's right. I think I stopped inthere a couple
times on the way to the bank or something. I wasn't in there,
but maybe three times althogether.

MR. LEHNER: What bank are you referring to when you
say -

A. Well, I went to two different banks to cash in Canadian
money, but I don't recall the names.

Q. Where were the banks?

A, Well, they were on Peachtree Street, but they were
on the other side versus the two restaurants they were on
the left-hand side, both the restaurants were on the right-hand
side.

Q. As you are going -

A. Downtown.

Q. -downtown from Garner's?

A. I assume that's south. I belive that's south, yes.

Q. Could you describe the banks?

A. No. I couldn't describe the banks.

Q. Were they large banks or did they look like small
banke to you?

A. Medium in size.
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MR. GANNON: When you exchanged the money did you have
to sign a form -

A. I don't recall that.

Q. a receipt for the money exchanged?

A. I don't recall signing it, I may have, but I
aon't have no recollection of signing anything.

Q. If you had signed a receipt for the money which
name would you have used?

A. Probably the Galt name, yes.

MR. LEHNER: Were these banks which were circular or do you
recall how they looked on the inside, there's different layouts
of different banks.

A. I don't have any recollection of those banks at all.
The only thing I remember is I thought they were on Peachtree
Street on the left-hand side going downtown. I would say they
were about a mile to ~--— a mile and a half from the rooming
house.

0. How far were these banks from each other?

A. I don't believe they were too far, maybe three or
four blocks.

MR. GANNON: Were they two different banks or two branch
offices of the same bank?

A. I don't recall that, but I think they were different
banks. The reason I picked two I didn't want to go in the
same bank and try to cash roney.

MR. LEHNER: Did anybody go with you to either of those
two banks?

A. No.
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MR. EVANS: When did you go to the first bank as best
you can recall?

A. wWhat date?

Q. wWhen, yes, when, how soon after you arrived in
Atlanta did you first go?

A. I may have went the same day. I know I tried to take every
take care of everything the first day. I think I probably got
the map and probably went to that bank because I was somewhat
short of money. Not real -- I wasn't missing any meals but
I didn't have too much funds at that time.

MR. LEHNER: And when did you go to the second bank,
and when I say second bank I'm talking about that second bank,
time, second time you went to a bank?

A. I don't know I could have went the same day. I
don't know. I think it was a day or so later.

Q. And which bank did you go to first; the one that
was closer to Garner's or the one that was further away?

A. Probably closer, I'm pretty sure it was closest.

MR. GANNON: About how much money did you have altogether,
in canadian money and United States currency at that time?

A. At that time I would just guess 1500, but
considerable of it was Canadian.

Q. How much Canadian money did you exchange at the first
bank that you recall?

A. I reallydon't, really don't, can't recall.

Q. Do you recall the second bank about how much?

A. No.
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Q. Could you give us approximation of those amounts?

A. 1o, I really couldnt. It would be really, it would be row
much Canadian money I had, and I can't - it was mixed up.

I got Canadian mixed in with the English money.

Q. You say, English money, you mean U.S. currency?

A. United States.

Q. what were the denominations of the Canadian currency
if you recall? Were they large bills or small bills?

A. I don't recall the Canadian currency. I, all the
United States currency I had was usually always $20 bills, but I,
the Canadian, that money is colored, it's difficult to, but I,
but it wasn't small bills, I didn't go, I know I had say, I know
I had five or six hundred dollars of Canadian money down there.
It wouldn't be all one dollar bills or anything, it be 10's or
20's probably.

Q. You say the money was colored, you mean, different
colors?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recall whether they were men or women tellers
that waited on you at the banks?

A. I just don't remember anything about that. The
only recollection I have is one tiﬁe going downstairs for
something but maybe they cash - that's where they cash foreign
currency in downstairs. I remeber somewhere I went downstairs.

I can't recall whether they were men or women.

Q. What other restaurants or eating establishments

did you go to while you were in Atlanta?

A. Well, if I went to any it would just be stopping
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%y on the way to or from the bank or something like that.
I would say 80 percent of my meals were in that restaurant
arcud the correr from the, 14th Street.
Q. That's the diner?
A. Diner, yes.
Q. Have you heard of the restaurant Mammy's Shanty?
A. I heard it from William Bradford Huie.
Q. Did you ever go there?
A. I don't ever recall going there, no.
Q. wWhat did Huie tell you about Mammy's Shanty?
A. He said -- He said something about I went in there
o sozething that I told him. But I just don't have no clear
recollection of it. I know that name surfaced from him, but I have
™, 1 never told anyone I was in there, and I don't have no recollection.
Q. Now, the place you went to with Raoul that first night
tat you go into Atlanta was the one about two miles from
Sarner's?
A. No, it was right around the corner from Garner's.
Q. The, that would be the diner?
A, Yes.
2. And that you had most of your meals there?
A. That's correct.
Q. But I think you said you had about three meals
10 the one that's about two miles or so away?
A. Yes.
Q. what other restaurants did you go to besides these

two?
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A. Those three are the only ones I remember plus the
on up Peachtree Street about four or five blicks from -- It
sits on kind of a hill, a hight place, the street raises up,
and that's the only one, other one I recall.

Q. The diner, the one two miles away, that you went
about three times and the only about four blocks away?

A. Yes, none, I don't know the names of none of them.

But none of them would be, would have a fancy name to them
like Shanty, what did, whatever name.

Q. ‘Mammy's Shanty.

A. Mammy's Shanty. These were just rest - transit
restaurants, probably.

Q. And the only one of these restaurants that you ever
went to, or the only time, let's put it that way, the only time
you ever went to any restaurant in Atlanta with anyone else was
the first night you went to the diner with Raoul?

A. Yes. There was never, I can't recall any other time.
The fact is, I had no association in Atlanta with anyone else.

Q. Did you talk to anyone other than Mr. Garner and
Raoul while you were in Atlanta?

A. Well, Garner, I think his sist- his sister run, really
he was, she may have said something to me once or twice but I
stayed pretty much to =-- it really wasn't a room, it was just
a doctor's reception place.

Q. That's where you were staying? A. Yes.

Q. How far is that from Garner's Rooming House where
he stays?

A. I don't think it's over 50 feet. There's two

buildings together.
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Q. Who was with Garner at the time that he was drinking
vine and you had that wine with him that first night?

A. !e was with, I guess, I assumed the other fellow was a
vine drinker too because they were both drinking, but he wasn't, I
don't believe he was as bad off as Garner was.

Q. Garner was further drunk?

A. Yes.

Q. When Raoul came in after this abouwt half hour, did
he talk with Garner and the second person?

A. I'm not sure, for certain, the second person was in
there. He was just in there about a half hour as I recall,
aay be not that long, but I don't recall if he was even in
there, he didn't say too much. He acted like he was, just
stopped by for a short visit or something and -

Q. Did Raoul and Garner speak?

A. They may have said hello or something.

Q. Now, after that first time that Raoul was there he was
there the following morning? A. That's correct.

Q. And he was there about eight days thereafter?

A. That's correct.

Q. Those are the only three times that you know of that
Raoul was at Garner's, the first night, the next morning, and
then about eight days later?

A. Well, 1 think so. I assumed so, I do recall now
making a key, trying to make a key to the front door for
him, but I'm not sure the key was kind of a complicated key.
It wasn't easy to make for an amateur and I don't know if the

key worked or not.
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Q. How did you attempt to make a key for Raoul?

A. I was taking a locksmith course and I was, I was trying
to practice some trades.

Q. Well, did you have the materials to do that?

A. Well, they give you a card and you can go, you can, you
can buy a key with a card or something.

Q. Did you go to some place to try to do that?

A. I evidently did because I have a distinct recollection
of working on the key for a day or so. I think I gave it to him
but I'm not sure, I don't, I'm nct sure, it worked. It may have
worked, he had to jiggle it around a little. I had trouble because like I
say the front door key was kind of a complicated key and I
never could get it made just like it should have been.

Q. Where did you go to try to get this key made?

A. Where did I go to make it? I was just making it
in the room there.

Q. Well, did you get some material from somewhere to
try to make it?

A. Well, I, I wouldt recall that, but it's really, it's easy
to get these keys in any dime store. All you got to do is
go in there and show them your, show them your locksmith card and
they'll sell you a blank key. So, I don't have any recollection
of where I got it at.

Q. Why didn't you just go to some place that makes
keys and have them make it for you?

A. Well, I could have done that, but I was wanting to
make them. I was sort of practicing one it, so I figured I could

make it.
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MR. KERSHAW: Professional practice?

A. Yes.

MR. LEHNER: And you recall that you gave a key to Raoul?

A. I think I did but I don't recall if it really worked.
I know we had trouble with the side door and I'd leave it
unlocked and then the woman, she would lock it back up. So,
Idon't think the key was proven reliable.

MR. KERSHAW: Interspersing here I will announce that
I have just talked to Jerry Sommers in Chattanooga, who it
turns out that I knew very well, and he was delighted to
send us his files which will include Jerry's hand written notes
and some other papers.

MR. LEHNER: James' handwriting?

MR. KERSHAW: James'.

MR. LEHNER: Yes.

MR. KERSHAW: What did I say?

MR. LEHNER: Jerry, I think you said.

MR. KERSHAW: All right, James', and he will get it off
today or tonight. I should have them tomorrow.

MR. LEHNER: Very well. After the eight dayselapsed
and Raoul came to visit you was it that same day that you
vent to Birmingham or was it a subsequent day that you went
to Birmingham?

A. Well, we from my recollection we we were somewhat in
a hurry, we went that day.

Q. What time about, did you leave Birmingham - leave

Atlanta in route to Birmingham?
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A. I don't recall the exact time. I'd say sometime
in late morning 9 or 10 o'clock.

Q. Why don't you take it up from that time, the
time that you and he were in the car, you might tell us
just what you took with you and what you left behind? I
think you told us the last time, but just to refresh us.

A. I think what I left behind was the television set.
I have some kind of a recollection of him leaving a couple
pairs of pants there, but I don't know if there's a, I never
seen the pants on any records before. So, I don't know if
they were ever found, so, I may be in error on that. But I'm
not certain when the pants were left, whether they were left
there the first time or the second time he was there. The
television set, the pistol, and 1'd say some miscellaneous items
of no importance.

MR. GANNON: On that eight day, did you know that Raoul was
coming that day or was it a surprise to you when he showed up?

A. No, I had no idea.

Q. When did you bury the pistol then? Had you buried
that in advance or did you bury that after Raoul showed up?

A. Yes, I had that buried. I don't know, shortly
after I came there.

MR. EVANS: 1In respect to the trousers, how did Raoul
happen to leave his trousers? Did he ever change clothes
at your place? Did he bring any luggage there or what?

A. I have recollection that he had some luggage once but I

can't, probably been the first, I don't know, I think he may have said he had
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some luggage or something, but I just can't, I'm just not clear an
this luggage. I know he never carried anv bia suitcase or anything likr
that, but I had some recollection of leaving the pants there.
But if they were there the FBI would have found them, and if
they ‘re not why it doesn't make any difference anyway.

MR, EVANS: They would have been the normal trousers,
dungaree or suit trousers?

A. No, just dress pants. I never wore dugarees and I
never seen him wear them or in any of our associations with
dungarees.

LEHNER: What papers did you leave the at Atlanta?

A. At that time?

Q. Personal affects, yes.

A. I didn't leave anything at that time.

I just left miscellaneous items. I assumed - I just can't
recall the miscellaenous items, whatever that would be.

Q. Well, did you leave there any letters?

A. Well, not at that time. No, I did the second time, but
that time I just, I don't recall, it was kind of a rush job. I just,
I may have, I think I may have left same, left a note there saying that
I may or may not be back later on or something, but -

Q. When you say the second time what do you mean by the
second time?

A. Well, I came back there April, April 5th I left some
items there at that time.

Q. Well, for instance, the maps did you leave the
maps there the first time or did you take the maps with you

and then drop them off on the --
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A. Well, I don't know, I've had so many of these maps.
I can't differentiate. I think I don't even recall leaving
any maps there. I very well could have, these stories come
out and not all of them are exactly correct, but I
assumed you are basing your question on things that have been
written in books.

Q. Well, let's talk about the, for instance, the map
that you drew the circles on; did you leave it there when you
left for bimingham or did you have it with you and drop it off, for instance,
when you came back, do you recall or whatever?

A. I know I wouldn't have dropped it off on purpose.

If I had a map, anything I left in there
probably the second time would have been -- Well, I know I
made an effort to get my finger prints off everything, the
car and everything, so I couldn't envision me leaving anything
there that had prints on it.

Q. That was on April 5th that you made that effort?

A. That's correct.

Q. What about the John Birch letter that you told us
about sometime before that, did you leave it there when you
went to Birmingham?

A. No, that's when I came back. I think the Birch
letter, it wasn't a letter, I don't know, I think it was a
phamplet or something. I got that in California along with
the newspaper called the Los Angeles Free Press. I think I
got the Free Press off of the newsstand, and I'm not sure about
the Birch letter, how I got that, I think how I come about it

would have been two ways I called up several organizations
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one time trying to find out about this immigrating to Rhodesia
and I also went to the book store one time and I had some
bumper stickers. I used them in certain locales like I think
I had one "Support your local Police" and I was using that
in Claifornia one time. I figured the police might leave me,
give me a hustle. So, I, now Weisberg said something about an
investigator, it might have been someone else, possibly, these
had some connections with this Birch Society, but anyway when
I did leave Atlanta I left this letter from the Birch Society
plus this Free Press newspaper. I figured they would be looking
for, harassing him while I got a little breathing spell.

Q. That was on April 5th?

A. That was on April 5.

Q. Okay, let's take it chronologically. We'll
get back to that. You drove the car to Birmingham from Atlanta?

A. Yes, I drove it.

Q. Did Raoul ever drive the car?

A. Not as I know of.

Q. Did he ever leave anything in the car?

A. Well, I found a package of cigaretts in a case one
time and then this clothing in there, there was a, a few items, I
think some of them I threw out from Brimingham to - I know
there was some, some things in there that didn't belong to me, bw
Now, the FBI may have found some, but I know I, I tried to clean
the car out between, on the morning of April Sth - betwecn
somewhere in Alabama.

Q. Well, when you say you tried to clean the car out

you are referring to the time you were throwing the camera

Q=018 O @
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equipment out of the car?

A. Yes.

Q. What of Raoul's did you find inthe car that you threw
out?

A. I don't know who this thing belonged to, I know
one time I looked in the trunk and there was a pair of, I think
there was a pair of same type of small shoes like you wear on the beach,
something like shower shoes, and some other under garment,
but I think I, those I probably threw out, in thinking about it.

Q. You threw that out when you were where?

A. Somewhere, somewhere in Alabama. Either, I would suppose
it would been late April 4th.

4 MR. GANNON: Could you describe, could you describe tlese
items that you recall?

A. I don't even know if they were his. I don't -

MR. LEHNER: Could you describe these items that you
recall?

A. Well, the only thing I recall, it looked like a small
pair of beach shoes or something like that. Not, they weren't shower
shoes but they were small like that, sandels, and I think there was
some undergarment, but these were - seemed to me very small.

Q. And these were items that you threw out sometime
in the late April 4th?

A. I don't know if they were threw out or not. I
assumed, I don't know what the government has in their pos-
session. That and those pants in the Atlanta rooming house

is the only things that I can recall that didn't belong to
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Be except the beer cans. I don't never recall buying any beer,
but the FBI claims they found beer cans with my prints on them
other than that whatever I've read, everything I've read belonged
to me.

Q. You talked about some cigarettes, what cigarettes
did you have reference to?

A. Well, I found a package of cigarettes in the, fram Tijuana.
I wvas shaking it down and I think I mentioned this before in
on other, one of your other conferences or something.

Q. Where did you find this cigarettes?

A. They were down in behind the seat, not behind the
seat but in where your hand drops down between the seat.

The Mustang had bucket seats. 1In the middle of it, it
had a round gear box or something and you could stick things
down in there or they could drop down in there, something like
that,

Q. Were these cigarettes in a package or was it loose
Cigarettes?

A. No, they were in a holder.

Q. Were they regular cigarettes or marijuana cigarettes?

A. Mo, they were, they were cigarettes, but I don't know. I don't
recall the brand, they were, just regular smoking cigarettes.

Q. Did Raoul smoke that you noticed?

A. I don't recall if anyone - the various, there's not been too many
people in the automobile. I think Raoul, Charles Stine, the
two children, and I think Marie Stine - Marie Martin, and Rita

Stine were in there about thirtyminuties. I can't - I can't
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recall - Well, I did give aMexican a ride one time in
Mexico, but other than that I can't recall anyone ever
being in the car.

Q. Any women in Mexico in the car?

A. I think for about 20 minutes one time I drove some
woman and her boyfriend to a place called "Mesmolaya® or
something. It was outside of Puerto Vallarta.

Q. Which waman is this?

A. I don't recall her name.

Q. Was tere a woman by the name of Irma that you knew
in Mexico?

A. Yes. But I, I don't want to go into all these person
things.

Q. Well -

A. I think that's, that's the one that you are talking abo
her and her boy friend.

Q. Is that the same person?

A. I believe so.

Q. Well, without going if, you don't have to go into
names, just description of a womer in such a town in
Mexico. Who else was in the car, that's what I'm getting at.

A. Well, I think it was her boyfriend. I'm not, he worked at
this club that she worked at.

Q. Did either of them smoke that you noticed?

A. No, I didn't notice.

Q. Were there any cigarettes in the car or the ash

tray when you bought it from the man in Birmingham back in 67?
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A. I don't ever recall looking in the ash tray. I
don't smoke. It wouldn't be no point in looking.

Q. Well, do you recall anybody smoking of the different
people that you have just mentioned? Do you recall any of them
smoking while they were in your car?

A. No, I can't recall. I, I was with Stine quite a while,
33 hours, once, but I don't know if he was smoking or not.

I assumed he wasn't because he didn't have any money, but I, I,
can't recall if he was or not.

Q. Did Raoul ever smoke in any of the bars that you
were with, with him that, or in the car?

A. If he did I never noticed that either.

Q. Did you ever look in the ash tray from the time that you
purchased the car until the time, the time you abondoned it in
Atlanta?

A. well, if I didn’'t I should have. I mean, I, I had a practice

there toward the end of shaking the car down when I crossed
But something like that I don't smoke

IfI

the border or anything.
and I wouldn't pay too much attention to cigarettes.
loocked in the ash tray and seen a couple of butts in there it
wouldn't have - it wouldn't have - I don't even know whether
the thing come out to where you could pull it all the way
out and dump them out or not.

Q. Well, as best your recollection, did you ever look
in the ash tray as you think about it now?

A. No. I can't recall, but I'm almost certain, of course,

I could have gotten careless and not looked at it when I crossed
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the border or something, but I'm almost certain that I
would look in any compartment before I -

Q. Did you check the trunk when you bought the
car in Birmingham to see if there were any items in the car
at that time?

A. I think, yes, I believe - I don't distinctlv remember, but
I'm pretty sure I did because of the sequence. The fact is,
probably, the owner checked it too, I'm not sure.

Q. Were there any items?

A. No. The car, when, I recall when I bought, burchased the car it
was pretty clean it was just a spare tire and the wrench.

Q. Now, the sandles you told us about that you threw out
were they Raoul‘s?

A, I have no idea who's they were.

Q. And this undergarment, was that Raoul's?

A. I have no idea.

Q. How would you say Raoul was built compared to you?

A. Well, he was more squarer, I would say, lighter.

Q. You mean lighter in weight?

A. Yes. Maybe an inch shorter.

Q. And inch shorter than you and how much lighter in
weight than you?

A. Well, at that time I weighed about 170. I'd say
he weighed 140 or 50, 140 pounds.

Q. Where did, where did you arrive at when you arrived
in Birmingham, where did you first go?

MR. GANNON: Can I just - One thing. When Raoul came
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to the roaming house on that 8th day did he give you any
indication of how long you were going to be away from Atlanta?

A. No, not really. There was nothing definite.

Q. What did he, what did he say was the purpose of the
trip to Birmingham?

A. Well, he mentioned purchasing the gun and looking
at  surplus rifles and - but I never went into long detailed
conversation, that usually was - may have been more expanded
on in the car or something like that, but I never =--

Q. Did he tell you why he was in such a hurry?

A. No. I never inquired about that.

MR. LEHNER: Could you tell us where you arrived, when
you arrived in Birmingham?

A. What time, which one was that, was that after I left Atlanta?

Q. Yes, that's what I was referring to.

A. Well, I arrived at the motel but I don't know the
name of it. It's a large motel.

Q. Do you recall the time of day approximately that
you arrived?

A. I would say it was after lunch.

Q. Do you recall approximately how long you were on
the road?

A. No.

Q. What happened when you arrived at the motel?

A. W21l, we had, we had discussion after I rented the roam,

there was discussion on the purchasing the weapons and -
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Q. Why don't you go into that, that discussion if
you would? ,

A. Well, it was just discussions of purchasing
of the weapons and things of that nature and it was
decided we would look in, I think it was the phone
book, to get thﬂ addresses or something, and after we
left the motel wé went to a restaurant. It's a drive-
in place, I can't recall the name of it now, but I think
I would find it on a map, a map because I had been by
there once or twice before.

Q. Could you tell us a little bit about the place?
You both ate together there, right?

A. That's correct.

Q. Could you tell us a little bit about it?

A. It was a drive-in place. I think it wasn't
too far from the train station. There was two entrances,
one in the back and one in the front. I think they
sold beer there, I believe. It also ran parallel to
the street, the booths did, and then it had a counter,
and it ran parallel to the street also, and I recall
you could look out on the street from the booths. And
I don't recall anything about the waitresses or waiters,

whoever he was, that's about it.
Q. And approximately what time of the day were

you there?

A. That must have been in the afternoon.
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Q. This was after you checked in?
A. Two o'clock or something.
Q. After you checked into the motel?
A. That's correct.
Q. wWhat motel was that?
A. I don't recall.
Q. And where was the motel?
A. I don't recall that either except that it, it was
on a main street. I would guess it was a mile from downtown.
It was a double - two-story building. And I was on, I rented
a room on the second floor.
Q. Under the name of Galt?
A. I think so.
MR. GANNON: It wasn't one of the major chains like
Holiday Inn or Howard Johnson's, or was it?
A. I don't know, this, IVe read this place has been written
down on paper by book writers, but I can't recall the name of it.
LEHNER Do you remember which writer wrote that?
A. Not particularly. I may have got this name off
Hanes, I explained it to him, and I think he seen Huie
and Huie checked on it.
Huie goes into more detail about all these hotels
and everything so I assumed it come from him. Huie found, I
think he found every hotel except the, he's got them all recorded
except the hotel in Mississippi, the Desoto he couldn't find it.
Q. Well, did Huie ever tell you that he found anybody

vho saw you and Raoul together?
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A. Huie really never told me nothing. He wrote me a
couple of letters.

Q. Well, in any of the letters did he ever say that
he found somone that saw you and Raoul together?

A. Well, most of these letters, I believe,I gave Mr.
Kershaw one of them yesterday, they was always talking
about money or contracts. There was nothing about the case.
He was talking about how he was going to - what all he was
going to do for me and there was, I never - I never seen one letter where
he ever mentioned corroborating or discorroborating anything
that I told him.

Q. Well do you recall from any source, whatsoever, that
Huie saw or spoke with anyone that saw you and Raoul together?

A. Well, he made reference, he had spoken, he referred
to certain parties I think in Mexico, he said something
about I checked into the Two-Person Hotel and then, after I been
down there about three weeks in this town called Puerto Vallarta
and that I made some phone calls to some party; but these were
all just, there was nothing specific, he, the only thing I knowh
never told me directly - he told me something about New
Orleans, that he checked on people, he, he's, he never
gave me any names. I think the Grand Jury testimony would
substantiate he never gives names, he just says the FBI told
him certain parties and things like that, but he was, he wasn't forth-
coming in that type. But, of course, I assumed he was concerned
about libel or something.

Q. wWell, did he ever from any source whauwer,whaﬂawr.dﬁ

you ever hear that he came across people that saw you and
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Raoul together, say in Canada, Atlanta or Birmingham?

A. No. I'm not, i'm just not certain an the extent of this
investigation. He was not an investigator he was a book
writer and he was, he was not interested really, he never took any
tape recording of any, as far as I know, of any place he visited.
Be just, he just talked to them. I quess he just made notes. Now, of
course, we subpeonaed all the material he had, and he never gave
us anything. The only thing he had, the only thing he gave us was what I wrote
for him, so I guess may be his attorney he gave it to J. Stine,
or something, but he never - he never gave anything to attorneys mp-
resenting me or any —

Q. J. Stine, he gave something to Stine or an attorney
representing Stine?

MR. KERSHAW: J. Stine is suppose to be one of his attorneys.

MR. RAY: Well, in 1968 he drew up all these contracts, and,
neither Hanes, Hanes didn't draw them up, Arthur Hanes
vho represented me, he didn't draw them up, so, there was
2 name up on top, J.J.S., on top of the January 29th, 1969,
contract, a mandatory agreement, and Jim Lesar said that was
J. Stine, but I filed interrogatories on Huie and he says he
don't recall who his contract attorney was in 1969. So, I
think Mr. Stine, or whoever, he accumulated and -

MR. LEHNER: Okay, you checked in the motel, you went
to the restaurant, what happened thereafter?

A. Well, we checked the phone book. 1 have some

recollection of him having some, he was somewhat conversant

with Birmingham but not, maybe going from the airport
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and back, public transportation to certain points,

to the post office or something like that. But, anyway,

we boked thragh these various gun shops and I think he decide
on this one, he, may be he already knew about it, and - Now,
have a recollection, a clear recollection of driving out
there but I don't know - I don't have - I have another
recollection of him being in the motel when I came back after
the purchase, the purchase of the weapon. I think se made same kind
of decision on what kind to buy. I think what I decided on
is, or he decided on or both of us decided on was just

ask for a deer rifle, that would have been a military type
one. So, now I don't know how many times I was in the place
or I may have went by to case it once, me and him,

to look it over.

Q. I'1ll tell you what, just before we go into your
recollection of the Aero Marine, why don't we take a break,
our stenographer indicated he could use a strech of his
nuckles, so, we will stop here for a moment. Okay?

A. All right.

MR. KERSHAW: Sure.

(The time was 11:08 a.m.)
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MR. LEHNER: Okay, it is now 11:15. The same people
are here that were here earlier this morning and let's
continue.

Could you tell us the time that you, vou and Raoul
decided to do something in the way of purchasing a gun while
you were in Birmingham?

A. wWhat time was it?

Q. Well, you said you had lunch, you checked in the motel,
you had lunch, what did you do thereafter?

A. I don't recall having any lunch, we did go to the
restaurant, but I don't think I, we had any food.

Q. You didn't, you did not eat at this restaurant you
told us about that was near the train station?

A. No. I don't believe I did.

Q. What did you do there?

A. We just ordered beer or something, checked the phone
book and we looked at these various addresses. I have some
recollection that he was conversant with these addresses or
something to the Birmingham airport, and I think we decided on,
or naybe he decided on the Aero Marine Supply.

MR. GANNON: Did he have any special reason for choosing
Aero Marine as opposed to some other gun shop in the Birmingham
area?

A. Well, it may have been because it was bigger and
may have been because the airport, I don't know.

Q. Did he indicate to you that he had any prior familiarity

with Aero Marine?

A. T have some recollection that he had familiarity
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with the airport but that may have been why he was conversant
with Aero Marine. I don't have any clear recollection.

Q. So you decided to go to Aero Marine?

A. That's correct.

Q. What did you do then?

A. Well, I have a clear recollection of this,
we got on the street, I think it ran parallel with Aero Marine
Supply. I don't know how come this is, maybe the street
was a similar name or maybe it was, ran in the same, I think, I
have some recollection of it running, instead of running directl
north or sourth, east or west, it run on an angle, the street we
was on so, we went in a filling station and got a map and we
found cut we was one street over too many, or samething. Now, my recollection
here is not clear at all. I think where we went by and looked a
the place over or something, and decided to go in there or
something, but the only thing I can think, reconstruct, is that I
took him back to the motel and I went in and got the stuff.

I recall you asking me last week did he stay in

the car or sit in the back seat, or stand on the curb. I
don't recall him even‘ being in thecar. So, it was possible
if I drank a beer I was probably, wasn't thinking too good
anyway. But, anyway --

MR. LEHNER: Did you go to Aero Marine from the place that
you had the beer or did you go from the motel to Aero Marine?

A. No. I went, we went to the filling station and got a map.

Q. Then what?

A. Then we found Aero Marine.
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Q. And then what?

A. We wasn't too far from it. Then I think - I don't
have recollection, but I'm just reconstructing, I took him back
to the motel and then I came back to Aero Marine and made the
purchase.

MR. GANNON: What was the exact kind of gun you were
looking for? What did you have in your mind when you went
in to Aero Marine to buy the cun?

A, Well, this wasn't really clear. It was a military,
I thought it was a deer rifle, a military rifle, I had in my
head some way, and I suppose he did from our conversations,
that a deer rifle was a military rifle. You get certain
preconceptions 1 guess. There was a name, but I don't know, I
don't know anything about technical bits about rifles. I know, so,
I don't know what, what the conversation was. I have same recollection
that he might have mentioned the name like Springfield and
a deer rifle to got with it, plus check on military rifles.
0f course, I may have just purchased the wrong one when I went
in there and got it.

Q. Was that name you had, Springfield?

A. No, I just got, I just conjured that name up. I don't, I
don't think it was Springfield. I think it was another name,
but I can't recall.

Q. Well, a deer rifle would be a hunting rifle and,
therefore, it wouldn't be a military fifle?

A, Well, there are certain - I'm getting these things

blurred intogether now, the surplus rifles were the military
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rifles and, I, these things kind of blur together, the mili - the deer rifl
and the scope rifles and the other ones, but I just had some
recollection that the shells would be interchangeable and

things like that. I don't recall all the technical conver-
sation or anything like that. It would be --

MR. KERSHAW: You don't even remeber what kind of a rifle
you bought?

A. Well, I don't now, but, tut I don't, veh, I don't recell, I
mean it wasn't a Springfield, but I don't recall what the make of it was.

MR. GANNON: Did he give you any idea what caliber of
rifle he wanted?

A. Well, no, I had some recollection of the, now he' may have,
but I thought it was the name of it, that's what stuck in my
mind. The name of it plus the Army surplus rifles.

0. Did he tell vou what kind of armvy surplus rifles
he was looking for, I imagine there would be several different
makes?

A. There was always mention of military, so, of course

I know from experience that there's only approximately two
kinds of military,the M-1 and the German, and a lot of German
surplus rifles, plus the carbine. But I assumed it was the -
I think there was mention of the Mausersor something, German
rifles. I know I looked at various, they had various surplus
rifles in there and I checked them out and the salesman said
something about they were inferior quality or something.

Q. How did you approach the clerk, did you ask him to

look at a deer rifle first, or did, did you ask him to look at these
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military surplus weapons?

A. I asked him about both of them, I believe. He
seemed to try to discourage me on the military surplus,
he said something about they were inferior quality and I
guess he wanted to sell me all the other kinds or something.

Q. Were you prepared to buy a military rifle if one
looked good?

A. No. I wasn't prepared, he just said to check them
out.

Q. Did - Had he given you any money to pay for the
rifle?

A. Yes. But I'm not certain just how much money it was.
It was quite a bit in excess of what it, what the rifle cost.

Q. Would it be in the neighborhood of seven hundred -
several hundred dollars at least?

A. That's correct, that was to cover the ammunition.

Q. Ammunition. Did - Oh, there's something in my
nind - When did he give you the money?

A, I think that would have been the motel when we come
up there and decided on getting, cetting it.

Q. This was before you went to the filling station?

A, Yes. That would have been before.

MR. LEHNER: 1Is there any reason you can think of why he
would not have wanted to be in the car while you went in to get
the rifle? Why you would have taken him back to the motel?

A. No. I can't think of it, that's just reconstruction. I

know, I'm almost positive that when I came back to the motel he was

92-776 0 -79 - 15
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there, and what the -- Whether he cased the joint I don't recal:
MR. GANNON: Did the salesman actually show you any milita:
weapons, surplus weapons?
A. No. He didn't have them behind the counter they
were on display. They were out, he was on one side of the
counter and these military rifles were out in the, where the c.:stanex‘
could handle them. I did handle several of them. I think
they were on a rock or something.
Q. You did handle several?
A. Yes.
Q. He tried to discourage you is that correct?
A. The salesman?
Q. Yes.
A, Yes, I think he thought may be that I was going to
buy one of those instead of the more expensive one 1 guess.
MR. KERSHAW: Do you remember how much a surplus rifle
were priced?
A. They wasn't - I don't think they were expensive.
What I did, I just asked him, I think I inquired how much
they cost.
Q. 30, $50?
A. Yes, they wasn't too much, about 70 or 80, and then
he said something about the inferior quality and it went
through my mind then that maybe he was trying to discourage
me from buying them. He thought maybe I was, would decide on
them or -

Q. Did you ever have any experience with any military
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weapons or hunting weapons other than the M-1?

A. The M-1 and the carbine.

Q. Yes, is that the only rifle, high powered rifle yo have
ever handled?

A, That's correct.

Q. And that was when you were in the militarv oolice?

A. No. I was in the infantrv.

0. You were in the infantrv. in Europe?

A. Yes.

Q. Did vou shoot that gun much?

A. Everybody that is in the Army is required to. There
is three, there is three catagories, I think, marksman, sharp-
shooter, and expert.

Q. Which did you make?

A. Marksman, but you have to make it or they kick you
out.

Q. Marksman, you, everybody has got to be marksran?

A. Yes, everybody has to be marksman.

MR. GANNON: Could you describe the saleman for us?

A. No, I couldn't.

Q. what happened, you handled some of these surplus
rifles, what made you switch over to looking more intentionally
at a deer rifle?

A. Well, the reason I was - I had the impression I was
just suppose to check out the military rifles, look them over and

not buy anything. That wasn't, buying military rifles wasn't nothing really,

there was never any firm decision on that. It was mentioned in Memphis
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that I would go back down there and purchase them, but there
was a firm decision on the scope rifle.

Q. Well, from handling of the military rifles and your
discussion with the salesman, had you formed anv impression of
military rifles that you could bring back to Raoul and report
to him?

A, Well, I assumed they was for sale because the salesman
give every indication that they were, but the only thing, he said, he
said they were inferior quality. I don't know what he meant
by that, I think that's salesman talk.

Q. What were you prepared to tell Raoul if he asked
you what about the military rifles?

A. Well, they were there, the fact is, I think I did
mention they were there and I had some recollection that he
knew they were there, Fut I don't know =--

Q. were you prepared to recommend that he invest in
some?

A. Well, yes, I don't know anything about those but
I've heard about them.

MR. LEHNER: What were the prices of the military rifles?

A. They were nothing like the scope rifle, I think 60
or $70. If they were the Mauser I mean, I assumed they were cood
rifles, so, what I've heard, you know what I've just heard
from idle conversation.

Q. Did the salesman tell you why he considered them
inferior?

A. Well, he didn't tell me, but naturally he wanted

to sell his highest products and while I didn't tell him, he
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might have figured that I would have bought one of them instead
of the other one, but if that wouldn't have been the case, so, I didn't

go in there and tell him I wanted to buy a bunch of those
rifles, surplus. I think I mentioned, I started pricing,

and asked him most of the prices and things of that

nature.

Q. And what did he say about the military rifles?

A. Well, the best I can recollect he just seemed -

He just seemed like he wanted to discourage me or something.
He said something about they were inferior quality.

Q. Was he the same person that sold you the rifle, the
one that was discouraging you in saying they were inferior
quality as to the military rifle?

A. I believe he was. I think there was two salesmen
there, as I recall.

MR. GANNON: Who shifted the conversation frommlitary
rifles to the deer rifle?

A. I think I did. I think while he was =-- I think
while he was running around there looking after the scope
rifle I started inquiring about the military rifles. So,

I know, I know he never brought it up because he wouldn't have
no reason, he wasn't trying to sell me any.

Q. But, how did you get from looking at military
rifles to actually into the process of purchasing the deer
rifle?

A. Well, apparently, apparently, he was doing something, the

other one, and I was waiting. I don't know how long I waited in
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there, but during this transaction he was wrapping or something,
or before he was wrapping I started asking about the military
rifles.

MR. EVANS: The inquiry here - listen, you first went
in and yaiwere inquiring about the hunting rifle or the military
rifles? What did you speak about, the deer rifle or the hunting,
or the military rifle?

A. Well, the deer rifle came up first, and shortly
after --

Q. And what sort of conversation did you have
with the salesman about that rifle? bDid you- inquire
as to what he thought was the best rifle, the range, and
any of the technicalities?

A. No, I didn't. I think what I told him, I told
him, I said something about me and my brotherinlaw was going
to hunt deer and I wanted a certain type, make. I think make is
all I had. And he said, yes, we got that, so, I didn't know
all about these different calibers and shells and all that
stuff. And shortly after that it couldn't have been too much
longer I started to inquire about the military rifles. I
have some vague recollection that he might have thought that I
wanted to shift weapons or something.

MR. EVANS: About how many of the deer rifles did you
handle before you finally made a selection?

A. I don't know if I handled any of them. I may have
handled one or something.

Q. Was this the one that you originally asked for?
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You said you had a name and you asked for the name and you
just bought that rifle?

A, Well, I had the name, but I think it was a
manufacturing name. It wasn't no caliber or anything, and I think,
I think I just referred to the manufacturing name plus the
deer bit. I have a stronger recollection of just telling
about wanting the deer rifle and later on this turned out
there was different types of deer in the United States that
require different caliber.

Q. But prior to your finding that out did he show you
any additional rifles perhaps of the same make, the manufactuer's
name that you had?

A. He may have but I don't have no strong recollection
of it. He may have. I know they have a practice of showing
you the most expensive one they have, but I wouldn't, wouldn't
based on my finances, whatever I had, I think I had six or
seven hundred dollars, I wouldn't want the --

Q. Well, did he show you the expensive rifle and gquote
a price and did you say, well, let me see another one I mean that
would have been normal practice assuming that they are going
to snow you the most expensive one first?

A. Well, I don't know I was more concerned about getting,
you know, what, the Springfield and the deer rifle than I was, as
long as it looked fairly good that's the only thing I was in-
terested in, getting, was a fairly good rifle.

Q. The rifle that you subsequently purchased, had you seen

that the previous day or had that been offered to you by -
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Had I ever seen it?

Yes.

Well, the previous day I was in Atlanta.

Well, I'm not, I'm not saying Atlanta. I'm talking
day you had the, you purchased the first rifle.
That's correct.

Now, we, are we clear in our minds as to whether you
that same day that you purchased that rifle and

it, or do you recall now that you went back the
day?

I don't, I don't, I don't recall.

Well, at any time the rifle that you subsequently

ended up with,were you shown that rifle when you first entered

the Aero Marine store?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

No, I don't believe I was.
You didn't see that one at all?
I don't have no recollection of it, no.

So the rifle you selected, did you request or did

- he recomend that the scope be put on, or did you?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

The first one?
Yes.
Yes. I requested the scope be put on.

Did You give him a name or what did you do,

how did you go about that?

A.

Well, I think I let him decide that, I just told

him what I was going to do and then he told me what I should

do, something in that order.
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MR. LEHNER: What distance did you tell him you wanted
to shoot at?

A. I don't even think I told him that.

Q. There was, was t here any conversation pertainina
to distance when it got around tc the scope?

A, I don't know, no, I don't recall. I think he, there's sare, 1
have since read there is various techniques in getting these
things together, mounting scopes and things like that, but he apparently
tock car of all that fram what I've subsequently learned.

GANNON: Did you buy ammunition with that rifle?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you discuss withthe salesman, I quess the value
of different kinds or the suitability of different kinds of
ammunition?

A. No, I don't have no recollection of it at all.

MR. KERSHAW: Had you ever had anything to do with a
telescopic sight before in your life?

A. No.

Q. In other words you just went in like an amateur
and said, look, I want to go deer hunting and want the kind, the
best kind of rifle and mount the scope and tell me what to do?

A. That's it.

MR. GANNON: Did he suggest a particular kind of ammunition?

A. Well, I don't believe he did, he may have,
he probably thought I was kind of naive on this, purchasing
things because I, the way I elxplained what I wanted, I think the

only thing that I ever requested of his is military ammunition,
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later on, and this is after this Raoul suggested that I get, I
think he suggested samething about I get some. But I have, I know I bought,
purchased military weapon - ammunition because it's the same
kind I used in the army in the M-1.

Q. This first day when you were in there buying this
first rifle, did you buy military ammunition at that time?

A. I don't believe I did.

Q. Where did you buy the military ammunition?

A. I got some reconstruction, I believe it would have
been the second time. I know I bought some the second time.

Q. You bought it at Aero Marine too?

A. That's correct.

Q. Did you buy hunting ammunition at the same time, the
second day, or the second time you were in there with the rifle?

A. Yes. I think I just purchased both kinds the
second time. Are you talking about the second time?

Q. Second time.

A, Yes, that's correct.

Q. But the first time did you buy just regular hunting
ammunition?

A. The first time?

Q. Yes.

A. Yes, I believe so. I may have bought - Now,
I'm not positive on this. I think, I think there is some
area, now I may have did something on my own and did i; wrong,
I may, I may have purchased both the same the first time, but

you'll have to look at the records, I just don't recall.
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Q. Did he tell you - You went in there and Mr.
Kershaw said, as an amateur, did he tell you why the particular
kind of ammunition the first time he was selling you was,
was the right kind of ammunition?
A. Well, he probably didbut if he hadn't of I wouldn't
have paid any attention to that because I just wasn't con-
versed with that type of operation.

Q. And what made you think that the rifle he eventually
sold you that first time was the kind that Raoul was looking
for?

A. Well, the name and the fact he said it was a deer
rifle, I guess that's it.

Q. And when you bought it which name did you use when
you bought it? He asked you for a name?

A. Yes, he asked for, I think that's when I used the Lowmeyer name.

Q. And the receipt, did he require you to sign that?

A. I don't recall if he did or not.

Q. Did it require an address?

A. Yes, I recall that.

Q. And did you give an address?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. And do you remember the address?

A. No, I can't.

MR. LEHNER: How did you get the name Lowmever?

A. WEll, I don't know, excuse me. I don't know about all these
aliases. The only thing, I do recall, Lowmeyer is same hoodlum in Illinois

sometimes I'd use someone else's name, would come to mind.
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Q. Was he someone you knew as a youth?

A. No, I just heard of him.

Q. And what first name did you use at Aero Marine?

A. I think I used Harvey, Harvey Lowmeyer.

Q. Was that this first name of the Lowmeyer that you
had heard of in Illinois?

A. I don't know if that was his first name or not,

I believe it was, I'm just not sure, for certain.
The reason, a lot of times you'll associate with
one individual and he'll associate with another individual
and I know I've used names like that. I may not even know
the other one, he's a crook mentions somebody's name, so I'll just
use the name, that way you can't oconnect with your association, or samething.

MR. GANNON: The address you gave him was there any special
reason for giving that address?

A. I think probably the reason I gave it, it was
probably an address , a street close by to where I was living
at on Highland Avenue and I just picked it out. I usually
have these things straightened out before I go in there. I
have it in my mind --

Q. Had you figured out before you went in there what
address you were going to give him?

A. I prabably, yes, I probably had all that in my mird.

Q. Were you sure of that address in a sense that
it seems to me possible that you could give him an address
which he himself might be familiar with and know that it

was a phony address?
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A. That would be a long shot. There's always a
possibility of something like that. And, I'd probtably
give him an address at Harper House or something. Now, the
address I gave him is on the record and somebody says it's
a vacant lot, but you can't believe what you read, you've got to =~
but I don't, I can't see me giving him an address of a vacant
lot. 1It's the possibility he could recognize it. I think,
probably the address I gave him would probably have been in
a fairly conjexted area or something, but I'm not certain of that.

Q. But you say you had it figured out beforehand,
had you checked the address out beforehand?

A. I didn't go there or anywhere. I think probably I
walked by the street or something when I was there before or
something, but I just had it in my mind.

Q. After you purchased the rifle do you remember how
much, how much it cost you?

A. The rifle?

Q. The rifle, the ammunition, the total bill for that
first purchase?

A. Well, it was a considerable - But I don't know
how much it cost. It was considerable more than the hundred
dollars I know that.

Q. And what did you do when you got the rifle, well,
what, first of all, what kind of, did he put it in the box?

A. I believe 1 did. I don't know if I -- I
don't know if it picked it up the first time I came there

or came back again and picked it up again. 1 think I waited around
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and he fixed it and I took over to the motel.

Q.

That first time you were in that, in the Aero Marine

Supply Shop, how long were you there all total?

A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

I just don't know.

Well, did he put the gun in a box for you?
Yes, I believe he did.

Do you remember the kind of box?

No, I don't recall.

And after you had the gun in the box you, you also pur-

chased some ammunition at that time, correct?

A.
Q.
A.
over to

Q.

Yes, I believe so.

Okay, then what did you do?

I took - After I purchased the rifle I took it back
the motel.

And, what was the conversation -- Well, I guess, was

Raoul there at the time?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Yes, he was there.
At the motel?
Yes.

And what was the conversation between you and

Raoul when you brought the gun back?

A.

There was same con - there was same mention about being the

arong type or samething. I have a vague recollection of having a

catalogue and he marked, he showed me the difference, or samething,

or he wrote it down. But I think, I don't want to get hooked

up on this catalogue because they may not even have no catalogue.

I have a vague recollection of the salesman giving me a cata-

logue of various hunting equipment and I think I showed him
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this catalogue or something.

Q. What did Raoul tell you was.wrong with the rifle
that you were purchasing?

A. He just said it was the wrong type or something.

Q. Nothing more specific?

A. No.

Q. He didn't say it was too light, or the wrong make
or anything like that?

A. I assumed he said it was the wrong caliber because
I have since found out they were different, they were, there was
a slight difference between the two calibers, but I don't
recall specifically anything except him saying it was the wrong
type and said you'll probably have to take it back, or samething like that.

Q. Did you get impatient with Raoul because he was
telling you to take the gun back after you had spent at least
some time trying to arrange the purchase, had made the purchase,
and you brinc it back, and he says no, this isn't what I want,
did you get upset with him at all?

A. No, not particularly, I think he gave me $700 and
that kind of relieved me of the upset.

Q. Was there any understanding? Was there any under-
standing that you were to keep the 7002

A. Well, I think that there would have been some of it, yes
after the purchase.

Q. When did he tell you that you could keep all or part
of that money?

A. Well, he gave it to me and I assumed once you

give me money or anything, why , I know the experience with
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lawyers, once you pass out anything that's it.

Q. Well, we know, we all know about lawyers. Fut did
he, did he say -- Did he ask, did he say at any time that you
were to keep, say, whatever was left over?

A. I think there was an inference. I don't recall any
direct conversation saying that you can have what's left over.
But I think it's for expenses or something, but --

Q. Did you ever ask him what I, you know, what do I
get out of this for going and buying the rifle?

A. Yes.

Well, that conversation came up in New Orleans in 19, Deceamber
of 1967, but I, but it was fairly certain what I was going to get
out of it. What I thought I was going to get out of it, it's
obvious I wouldn't cross the border or anything like that
without some type of assurance that I was going to get something,
although, anything I'd ever done out there I'd been paid after
I done it, but I think we was in a different situation, if
I really took something across the border of a military nature.

Q. So, what happened after he said this is not the right
weapon?

A. There was some discussion, I believe it was the cata-
loge or phamplet, it wasn't a catalogue it would probably been a
Phamplet, what kind to get. So, I think I went and made a phone
call. I don't know whether I made a phone call fromthe motel
or down the street, and I called the salesman and he said some-
thing about, bring it back out, but I don't recall whether
I took it out that night or the next morning.

Q. About what time of the day was that?
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A. Well, I don't know. I think I arrived out there -
If I made two trips out there I must have arrived out there
sometime late in the afternoon, The first time, 2:30, but I don't know
how long I was in there. So, it must have been sometime,
3or 3:30, because he was still open, I know that. So, it must, it
ws later, it was later than 4:00 but I'm not certain. It was earlier than 400.

Q. So it's the same afternoon when you called?

A. Yes. I called, I called the same afternoon as soon as
the determination was made it was the wrong kind.

Q. And what did he say when you said that you bought
the rifle but it was the wrong kind and you wanted to exchange
it?

A. He said something about bring it back out and he
would take care of it. He said he'd do it the next day, I
recall that, but I don't know if I took it out that night,
or in the morn =-- the next day or not.

Q. You don't remember that? Do you remember
what you did in general that night?

A. I don't think I did anything.

Q. wWhere did you have dinner?

A. I don't recall that either because I think I'd
zissed -- I didn't have no lunch. I think I had a beer for
lunch. I probably had dinner some place.

Q. Was Raoul with you when you had dinner?

A. No, he wasn't with me.

Q. Well, when did he leave you?

A. I think after we made, there was some determination
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m;ade, you know, that the rifle would be chanaed, when it

would, when it would be changed, and things like that.

Q. You said something before about writing something
on a piece of paper, did you do that?

A, I don't know if he wrote on paper or pointed out
on the catalogue. I think it was a catalogue because it seeme
to me if they wanted to give you a catalogue that have all
their merchandise init on that particular subject - so I
have -- instead of writing it down on paper he may have
wrote something onthat catalogue because I know I took the
cataloge back if that's what it was and showed it to the
salesman the next day. I think the stuff was marked or written
there what I wanted.

Q. So as you recall it now, you actually returned the
rifle the next day?

A. I, I'm not, I'm not certain on that but I think - I think if
I had to guess one way or the other I'd, I would say it was the next
day, because I called him up and I know it was pretty late, but
I just, I just don't know about that, he knows, I'd take, whatever he
says I think would be satisfactory to me, but I don't, I don't
recall.

Q. Did Raoul say where he was going when he left you?

A. No, there was no conversation about it.

Q. Did you have the idea that he would be staying in
Birmingham that night?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. Did he make arrangements to meet you the next day?
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A, Yes.

Q. what did he say when he made those arrangements?

A. I think he said he would be back up there a certain
time and there wasn't no big thing, all he had to do was tap cnthe
door and that was it.

Q. This is at the motel?

A. That's correct.

Q. So, you don't remember where you had
dinner that night?

A. No.

Q. what did you do the rest of the night after
you had dinner?

A, Well, I probably went back to the motel. I wouldn't
have been driving around under ---

Q. What did you do the next day?

A. Well, I went to - I went from - I took the rifle
back, if in fact I did take it back, I think I did, and I
think I showed him a phamplet he had and had written on there
vhat I wanted and we had some discussion about how come the
error was first time. And I, he said samething, I said samething about, well
we are going to lunt deer in Wisconsin or samething, and he said, Ch,le said, 1
thought you were going to hunt Alabama deer or something,
and that was about it and he went ahead.

Q. Did he give you any trouble about exchanging the
rifle?

A. None whatsoever.

Q. No arguement?
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A. I think the second one was more expensive so, than the
first one.

Q. Did you pick it up right away , did you wait there?

A. I don't recall that either, I believe I did, but
I'm not certain. I don't know how long it takes to fix that.
I'm just not certain, if I had to guess one way or the other
I'd say I waited there until - until he finished it.

Q. Was the second rifle going to have a scope on it
too?

A. Yes, it would have been just exactly like the first ore
except I guess the caliber would be different. There was some
type of interchangeable with military.

Q. Did he tell you what the scope would do, what the
power of the scope was?

A. No, he didn't say. I got, I got, the recollection that
there was just one type of scope and that was it, or two kinds. I think what h
asked me,what kind I wanted on it and I just said put, I
think he mentioned one or two and I just said to put the
best one o there or something like that.

LEHNER: Was that the same scope from the first rifle that
was put on the second one?

A. No, I, I have no idea on that either.

Q. Where did you keep the first rifle over night?

A. I think I kept it in the, I probably kept itin the room.

Q. And before you went to Aero Marine on the next
day, Raoul came to your place?

A. The next day? Did he come the next --
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Q. The day, that you got the second rifle, was Raoul
at your place before you went to get that second rifle?

A. Yes.

Q. And did he tell you where he spent the night?

A. No, I didn't inquire.

Q. And did he tell you how he got to your motel?

A. m't far fran town, it wouldn't have been no big, he could have

Q. Where had you last see him before the morning of the
second day?

A. The motel.

Q. The end of the first day you saw him at the motel?

A. That's correct.

Q. When was that, before dinner?

A. It must have been - It must have been shortly after
I made the phone call coming back and said something about
to exchange the rifle, but -~

Q. The second day did you deal with the same salesman
that you dealt with the first day?

A. I believe so because, he took care of the first
job and I think he, I think the same one was there

MR. GANNON: Did Raoul go with you to Aero Marine the
second day?

A. No, no, I'm positive he didn't. He was with me in the
car one time but I think the only, I can only recall definitely two
times that he was. He was with me in the car one time when
we got a map and then the tavern, and he, and I took hir to the
post office one time, but I can't recall any other times that -

but I never would have --
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MR. KERSHAW: When did you deliver the second rifle to

Raoul?
A. When?
Q. Yes.

A. Well, that's after I got it, whatever time that
was.

Q. But you showed it to him that day?

A. Yes, that's correct, at the motel.

Q. And he said it was okay?

A. Yes, it was the correct one.

Q. Did he pick it up and sight it or anything like that,
do you recall or did he just look at it in the carton?

A. It was in an oversized box, I think he just, might have
inspected it briefly or something like that.

Q. But you don't recall whether he took it out of the
carton or not?

A. Well, I think he was concerned about the military aspects
of it, whether you can exchange shells or anything like
that, that might have been a front, a kind of a put-on.

Q. But you don't remember whether or not he picked up
the rifle?

A. I think so, I think he did. Yeh, I seen, naturally
he looked at it.

MR. GANNON: You said earlier that when you bought the second
rifle, exchanged the first rifle for the second rifle, that
you bought both hunting ammunition and military ammunition -

A. The first time?
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Q. This is when you bring back the first rifle and
exchange it for the second one.

A. Yes, that's right.

Q. You bought two kinds of ammunition, hunting
ammunition and then military ammunition. Had Raoul instructed
you to buy the military ammunition?

A. I'm not certain if he did or not. I'm sort of, I, I'm kirnd of,
inclined to think he did but I think I was just trying to
satisfy someone or take careof everything. I think I may have
just had him throw the military in there and these are greek
instructions. I'm not even certain I bought the military am-
munition, but I think it was found in some of my effects or
something, so I assumed that I had bought it. I don't have no real
strong clear recollection of buying any ammunition at all,
but I know I did.

Q. Yes, I remember seeing in one of the books, I
don't know which one, something about that. About the, about
military ammunition being found, and I just wondered, is there
any other place you could have purchased it, if not at
Aero Marine?

A. That's the only place that I was ever in any --

All the time I was on escape I had never been in any other
gun shop, that was it, just that one.

Q. But didn‘t you buy some ammunition for the pistol,
the handgun you bought in Birmingham, wasn't it, didn't you have to go
into a gun shop-~

A. Yes, that's correct, I did purchase that.
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Q. -to purchase that?
A That was in Texas or something, I don't remember.
LENFEP: Did Raoul ever tell you why the second rifle was
satisfactory where the first was not?

A. Well, he's the one that picked out the second one.
I'm just making assumptions, but it was because of the mili-
tary character of the rifle.

Q. Wwhat is the difference between the first and the second
as far as the military character?

A. I don't know. I guess the ammunition can be inter-
changed.

0. Can be interchanged?

A. Can not.

Q. In the first one it can not but in the second it
can, is that your understanding?

A. That's my understanding since reading periodicals
the last three or four years.

Q. Raoul never explained to you why he wanted the
second in preference to the first?

A. No, there was no details about it, he just said,
it was the wrong type and that was it.

Q. The second time you got the rifle, did the salesman
explain to you the action, the mechanism by which it could
be activated?

A. Deactivated?

Q. Activated, how you could, how you, how you operate the weapon?

A. He apparently did, but I have no recollection of
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that at all. Idon't know if that's the practice they make
or mot. He may give you a book that tells you how to

operate it, I don't know.

Q. Did he select the ammunition br the second rifle,
or did you?

A. He may have run something down, I may have just told

him to give me that, but I don't know. But that ma- have been -
There may have been some reference when I bought the rifle,

Raoul, he may have said get this or that I don't have no
clear recollection of this.

MR. EVANS: That's the second rifle you are talking about?

A. That's the second one.

LERER: The firgy rifle who selected the ammunition, you or
he?
Ao Well, 1 think the - I assumed the individual who

s0ld it tome. I gonty xnow how many different types of

ammunition they got, I was always under the impression thet they

had the one, jt was just --
Q- Wuknow tne difference between hunting ammunition

and military ammunitjop, being you were in the service, right?

B Yes, pyt g never did any hunting, excert, I did hunting

with a ,22 but -

Q. Well, tpe ammunition that you bought for the hunting rifle

v¥as that differen, than the ammunition you bought for the,
the military “"““Uhitiony

A. 1 thlﬂk 1t was all the
technlcal dlfference
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Q. Difference in the casings, is there a difference
in the casings?
A. Yes. It's adiff- I think it's a different case, yes.
Q. The weapon that you first purchased was the man - was the marufac-
turer the same for the first and the second weapon?
A. I believe so.
MR. LEHNER: And how was the second weapon packaged,
was it the same pacakage that you had with the first one
or were you given a different package?
A. I know it was in a box
Q. You know if it was the same box or you had it in a charged box.
differgbeoldon't,ldm'thmifhedlameduebmt. I don't know the
MR. GANNON: After you bring the second rifle back,
Raoul looks at it, is that correct?
A. That's correct.
Q. He says it's okay, it's what he wants?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay, what happens then?
A. Well, there is same discussion about what, where I, where I should
go and things like that, five or ten minutes.
Q. what was the content of the discussion?
A. Well, he wanted me to take it to Memphis and
there was some addresses writ down or something.
Q. Do you remember those addresses?
A. One of them was the New Rebel Motel I believe it
it was. And I should take it up there. I think it was February

4th - April the 3rd and -
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Q. Any particular time of the day?

A. No, I don't recall it, just April 3rd.

Q. April the 3rd you were to bring the gun to the
New Rebel?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. You were to check into the New Rebel? Did he
tell you to do that?

A. Yes.

Q. And did he say anything about what he would be doing
in the meantime?

A. I do have some recollection of him saying samething
about he had to go to New Orleans? But if you asked me that
yesterday I probably wouldn't know it, but that's just something
I recollect now.

Q. Did he tell you why he would be going to New Orleans?

A. Well, for some type of business or something. It
had something to do with the gun transaction and soforth.

Q. Did he say he would be, be meeting any specific
people in New Orleans?

A. No, I have clear recollection of New Orleans being
mentioned but I never have, I never, I don't recall any names being
mentioned or anything like that.

Q. I was just thinking if he was going to New Orleans
to handle some business related to these gun transactions
it would make more sense to him to take the gun with him to
New Orleans, did he ever explain that, why the two of you say didn't
go directly to New Orleans as opposed to the two of you going

off in different directions?
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A. Well, I don't know, he wanted me to, he wanted me tc
haul it to Memphis. I had an automobile. Of course, I guess
it's a federal offense to haul it across the State line,

I don't know, I assume, I assume it is. I can't explain to you what it -

Q. Well, you were in trouble either way hauling it from
Alabama to either Tennessee or Louisiana, weren't you?

A. Well, that's why I wore those bumper stickers, "Support
your Police"” and things like that to keep the heat off.

Of course, if I had been - usually the police won't stop you

or bother you if you are, observe all the rules and requlations
they got written out. So, I never really - Whenever I'm
outside I'm not really too concerned about getting arrested. Of
course you keep away from crooks except when you have to

deal with them things like that, stay away from certain
neighborhoods, you usually won't get -- The police don't

make it a habit of arresting persons that don't appear to

be in some type of - maybe you could answer this - some

type of, if they did they'd be stopping everybody on the
highway.

MR. EVANS: Sure.

While you were still in ~ While you were discussing
or while he was discussing with you the trip to Memphis, did
he give you any sort of time table or time schedule you
should arrive at =---

A. No. Ithink he had -

Q. Did he tell you to take your time or did he tell

you what to do or he just said, I'll see you in Memphis or
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the New Rebel Motel on April 3rd?

A. He said April 3rd, yes, I,it was my impression he
thought maybe I was, maybe went back to Atlanta or somethirg,
but I made the decision on my own, I'm pretty sure, to go to
Memphis and just drive slow rather than make the long trip
back to Atlanta, just drive slow and stay, say drive three or four
hours a day and stay at different motels which I did.

Q. Okay. All told how many hours, how long did you
stay in Birmingham?

A. On that particular time?

Q. On this particular time.

A. I don't know if I stayed there that night or not,
you'll have to check the records there, but I think - I believe
what I did is, I stayed in a place, drove a few miles outside
of Birmingham and stayed in a motel.

MR. GANNON: Do you remember what city that was?

A. I recall, three or four of the cities I stayed in
between, I writ them down, but I, I can't, I may recall same of them.
I think I stayed in Florence.

Q. what state is Florence in?

A. Alabama.

Q. Alabama.

A. I recall getting a haircut there. That would
probably be April 1, when the government had that's
when they had me in Atlanta. I think I was in Florence, that's,
I think that's up towards the north, towards the north.

MR. EVANS: That's right.
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A. I think I stayed in another motel between Birmingham
and Florence and I stayed in a motel one night in Mississippi
it I can’'t recall the town. If I can see a map I can recall it.
And I stayed, April 2d,I stayed at the DeSoto.

Q. So working back, you had, the DeSoto, rather New Rebel
on the third, Desoto on the second, a motel in Florence on
the first? A. Yes.

Q. Do you remember where youstayed on the night of March 312

A. If T could see, saw a map, I could get it, but I can’'t recall, b

Q. What general geographical area would that be in?

A. As I mentioned I wasn't driving too far a day, so it
would probably be - if Florence is north it would probably
be between Birmingham and Florence. I have a clear recollection
of Florence. It sits off the highway and I drove in. I
cut off on a street and drove downtown and —

Q. Do you remember the name of that motel in Florence?

A. I'd draw a diagram for all these but I can't - I can't
recall all the names of them.

MR. EVANS: What would you saw you averaged going up, two
or three house driving a day?

A. Not much, yes.

Q. Not much more than that, right?

A. Driving slowly.

Q. Did you see Magoulas before you left Birmingham, did
you go by his place?

A. I don't remember Ma-, the only place I recall in
Alabama is the Starlight, that name, now there are various,

Magoulas and those other places I've been in them, but I don't,
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I don't recall - I don't recall the names.

Q. Were you ever in Magoulas's with Raoul?

A, Well, I may have,but I don't recall, I just don't
recall what's Magoulas's and what isn't. I would assume --
I use to frequent, other than the Starlight, I use to
go in a place right across the street from it. Now, I went to
two other place but they were down by the train station somewhere.

Q. What did Magoulas look like?

A. I don't, the only person I ever recall, of -- Now,
I can't recall his identification now, He was the owner of the
Starlight, he was an Italian, I believe.

Q. wWhat did he look like do you recall?

A. Not now, but he's kind of heavy, I'd say 50's.

Q. Heavy set?

A. I believe he was.

MR. GANNON: The owner of the Starlight?

A. Yes.

MR. EVANS: And that wasn't Magoulas?

A. No, he was an Italian. I think Magoulas was Greek.

Q. Greek or something?

MR. LEHNER: Magoulas is a place with the name Magoulas
on it or is Magoulas, you called it Magoulas because the
owner is Magoulas and you know him.

A. Well, I don't have any clear reamllection of how I know
that. I just don't know it may have had a name on it but I
don't know how some, somethings =--

MR. EVANS: Do you know how to spell that?
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A. No, I don't.

MR. LEHNER: 1Is that one word, Magoulas?

A. I think so.

Q. Who were you there at Magoulas's with?

A. Pardon?

Q. Who were you with at Magoulas's?

A. I don't recall ever being, specific while being th
with anyone. It was - I didn't have too much association
with anyone in Birmingham.

Q. How wuld you describe Magoulas's?

A. Well, there was, there was a place under a hotel, I think
that's one of the first places I stayed in that night right
across the street from the Granada Hotel, but there was a
place I use to go in there two or three times -

Q. The Granada Hotel?

A. The Granada Hotel, yes.

MR. EVANS: That's the first place you stayed in when
you went to Birmingham?

A, That first night. I was, I think that was under-
neath the hotel, but I think there's two clubs, two or three clubs
there, I just don't have no clear recollection. The only othe
place I ever went with any, could have been is, I think
this was up by the train station, right next to a big motel.
They had some kind of a floor show in there, but, I think they
had a restaurant in the front and a floor show and bar in

the back.

MR. GANNON: Was that Magoulas's place?
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A. Well, it may have been, I don't know, I just can't
recall.

Q. You told us, I think it was, you apparently did have same
conversation with him because we are talking about your
background, you know, well at least the background that you
vere giving to people, you said you told them something about
workingon a ship or shipyard, or something like that, did you
have any other conversation with them about your background?

A. With who?

Q. Magoulas.

A, I don't recall talking to Magoulas.

Q. Then how did you get to know him and his name?

A. Well, I may have seen his name on the, on the -

See, I been asked about this Magoulas before, I may have seen
his name on the front of a tavern or something, but these
people are kind, these foreigners they don't talk -

MR. EVANS: Does Huie know about this guy?

A. Who?

Q.  Huie.

A. He never mentioned his name.

Q. No, I'm saying you say you mentioned this guy to sameone
else, I'm just thinking that maybe someone else has done samething on this, did
you mention it to any of the attorneys or anything, Magoulas,
Huie or Haines or Foreman?

A. No, I never mentioned that.

LEHNER: Who did you speak to before you mentioned that you

spoke about this before?
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A. Well, some reporter came up here and asked me about
various people. I don't know if he was, Magoulas, was one
of them or not.

MR. GANNON: Do you remember who that reporter was?

A. No, he was from a Birmingham newspaper or something.

Q. Was this recently?

A. Yes.

MR. EVANS: Okay, SO, you are on your way up the road on the
way up to Memphis.

MR. LEHNER: The first night you say you stopped at a
place between Birmingham and Florence, is that what you are
saying?

A. That's correct.

Q. Do you remember that place?

A. No.

Q. And you used the Galt name?

A. Yes.

Q. And the second night you say you stopped at a place
in Florence, is that right?

A. Well, let's take it back, if I purchased the rifle
on the 30th, if you know I don't know, I think it was the 30th,
the secord one. Well, I had the - So, f there's 30, if 31 days
in a month, 31st, first, second, so, I had to have stayed
somewhere three nights until I got to, until I got to the
Desoto so the 30th I would have stayed somewhere outside of
Birmingham and the 31st would have been - I would have either

stayed in Florence the 31st or the lst, and I stayed in -
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somewhere in Mississippi about the middle of, the north
of Mississipppi on the 1lst and I would have checked in the DeSoto
the second and the New Rebel the third.

Q. What happened at these various places you went to on,
during this trip, side stopping at the hotel and driving 2
couple of hours, what did you do the rest of the day?

A. I think I drive more, I probably checked in and tell
them I'd stay there until 11;00, 10 or 11:00 that morning, and they'd
run you out at 12 or 1, and then drive three or four more hours
and check in to another one. So, I would arrived there
on April the 3d.

Q. Well, how long a driving time was it from Birmingham
to Memphis?

A. Well, I don't know it's hard to pin it down when you,

when you are driving that, that slow I guess you would, from
Birmingham to Memphis, I guess it's 250 miles. I just guess,
I don't know if it's that far or not. But these records, the
FBI must have them because I told Huie about all these stops
shortly after he come in the case and he apparently give them
to the FBI.

Q. What did you do the rest of the day?

A. I'm willing to go down - I know I have - If there
is anything I do know, I do know about going from Birmingham
to Memphis between March the 30th and April the 3rd.

Q. wWhat did you do during the rest of the day beside driving
and stopping off at the motel?

A. Nothing, there was nothing to do. I probably just
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stayed in the motel room probably about 11:00 that
way I wouldn't want to be hanging around outside.
MR. GANNON: Did you try the rifle out at all?
A. No, I didn't.
Q. Where was it, was it inthe back seat or the trunk
or where?
A. Rk was in the trunk, I assumed that, because I wouldn't
have laid it in the back seat.
LEHNER: Did you have a receipt for the rifle?
A. I think so.
Q. And if you got stopped what were you planning to
do if the police stopped you and searched the car?
A. I wouldn't have, that's samething I never considered, the
police stopping me. I never reallydid get concerned about
that until, you know, they started to, well, stopped me. I just —--
Q. Well, you told us before that you usually had a
plan as to what address you were going to use and what name, and
if they stopped you with a gun were you going to show them a
receipt under, with Harvey Lowmeyer's name on it or were you
going to show them your driver's license?
A. No, I would show them my driver's license. I wouldn't
show them the reciept, they don't - unless they wanted to see
or something.
Q. Well, we will take a break now for a couple of
minutes and strech a bit.
MR. GANNON: Well actually, Bob, the Lieutenant came

in and asked if we could come up stairs now for lunch.
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MR. LEHNER: Okay. Do you want to do that Mr. Kershaw,
do you want to start, take a lunch early todey, now?

MR. KERSHAW: You have forced me into it.

MR. LEHNER: Okay.

(Break for lunch at 12:10 p.m.)

(12:47 p.m.)

MR. LEHNER: It is now 12:47 and the same group is here
that was here this morning and we are speaking with James
Earl Ray.

We were discussing what you were doing during those days
between March 30th and April 3rd, and you were telling us that
other than driving slowly you were spending your time in the
motels. Was there anything that you can think of other than that that you were
doing during that interval?

A. Yes. I have a recollection of going samewhere to get a haircut in
Alabama one of those days and the barber shop was closed that
day. Now, that may have been - Now, I got a hair cut I believe
at one place but one of them was closed because they were
closed on that particular day. Now, I don't know if that
was Florence. It may, it may have been, Florence is where the place
was closed on that day and I got a haircut later in Memphis.

I think that is - Yes, I recall getting a haircut in
Memphis.

Q. Where in Memphis did you get the haircut?

A, It was on one of the main streets towards the Miss-
issippi line, but I could find it, I could find it on a street map, but I
can't recall it.

Q. Which day was that, that you got in Memphis?
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A. Well, it was most likely been the second, it would
have been close to the Mississippi line. I think I drove in
and got a haircut.

Q. Now, let's take it from the second. You are
clear that on the night of the second you stayed in the DeSoto?

A. Yes.

Q. Was that DeSoto the name of the county or the
name of the motel?

A. Both.

Q. And what time did you get to the DeSoto on the
2d of April?

A. Well, now I can just guess on that. If I left
Corinth, I'm positive that's, I stayed there.

Q. You stayed there on the 1lst?

A. Yes. I would have probably checked in that after-
noon.

Q. Of the second?

A. One o'clock.

Q. What did you do once you checked in on the 2d at
the DeSoto at about 1:00?

A. I don't recall anything particular. I know I
got a haircut. I went to the drug store and I think I left
some stuff in Birming -- Atlanta, a razor or something. I
think I purchased a razor.

Q. So when you stopped at the DeSoto you spent the
day in Memphis?

A. Well, not, now, not,just on the edge of it there.
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Q. That's the day you got the haircut in Memphis on
the 2d is that correct?

A, I'm not positive, I think it was, I'm pretty -

Q. wWhere was the barber shop?

A. It was on a main street, but I can't -

Q. When you say a main street, was it on Main Street,
the name of the street?

A. Yes, I say it may have been on Lamar Street, I
got to have a map here.

Q. You are looking at a map that Mr. Kershaw supplied
for you today?

A.  Yes.

Yes, it would be on Lamar or maybe it would be on
Highway 55. That looked, it was samewhere on the Mississippi, not too far
from the Mississippi line. low, I'm not a hundred percent whether
it was April 3d or April 2d. I may have, - It could
have been the morning of April 3d but I think that's been
established.

Q. When you say it's been established how was that
been established?

A, I think the government and my attorneys established
some of this. I don't know if they established the haircut
location. They might not have considered that important but -

Q. Well, did Mr. Haines know about this haircut place?

A, I don't think he - They had trouble findling it,
The couldn't even find the motel, the DeSoto Motel,

T don't think they found it. I probably told them about it

but I don't think he asked me just where it was at, but I do
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I'm, do recall that the street ran on an angle, so if it did it may
have been somewhere on Lamar, but I don't know when - what

I would have been doing over there, if I was staying around
the DeSoto Motel. So, that makes me think it may have been
April 3d I got it in the morning.

Q. What else did you do on the 3d4?

A. On the morning of the 34?

Q. Yes.

A. I stayed in the - Well, see I checked out about
11:00 and I think I stalled around. I drove around for a
while, before the time I had setup for the meeting and - I ate -

Q. This was - We are talking about the morning of the
3rd?

A. Yes.

Q. Yes.

A. I know I ate breakfast. There's a restaurant that
adjoins the motel and I stalled aound there for 45 minutes
and I can't - I can't recall just what all I did do on the
morning of the 3rd except, like I say, stalled around.

Q. When were you suppose to meet Raoul?

A. That's suppose to be about 3:00 as best of my recol-
lection.

Q. On the third?

A. Yes. It may have, yes.

Q. This was arranged when?

A. The night before at the New Rebel Motel.

Q. Well, when you saw him in Birmingham when was the lest
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tize you saw him in Birmingham?

A. That would have been the day, the evening before
Uleft, March the 30th I suppose.

Q. Now, did you have an arrangement at that time to
Zeet him somewhere in Tennessee?

A. In the New Rebel in Memphis.

Q. And what time were you suppose to meet him in Memphis
at the New Rebel?

A, I don't think there was any specif time there. I was
ust checking in and he'd,he seemed to know where it was at.

Q. What I'm getting at, onthe 30th of March in
Birmingham, Raoul gave you instructions to be at the New
Rebel Motel and that he would meet you there?

A, Yes,

0. Did he tell you approximately what time he would
Teet you, what day it would be?

A.  Well, usually in a motel you can't - you can't check
in until 2:00 I believe it is. So, any time within there
and the evening, it's not too many hours. And all you
have to do is stay around if you want to meet someone and they'll
show up,

Q. Well, he told you that he'd meet you at the New
Rebel Motel on the third of April?

A.  That's correct, 3rd of April.

Q. That's what he told you onthe 30th of March?

A.  30th of March.

Q. But he didn't specify any time or approximate time
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as to the meeting that was to take place?

A. I don't recall any, I, just said to check in there
and he'd make some contact or something.

Q. Now, the morning of the 3rd you think you went to
Memphis to get a haircut?

A. 1It's either the 3rd or 2nd. It's, the thing that made me belive
it would have been the 3rd was that, if it was on Lamar, see, because I wouln'
have been in that area. 1I'd been in the area down here
where the DeSoto Motel was.

Q. How far was the Desoto from the New Rebel?

A. I'm not certain. 1 assumed the DeSoto was right
down where, so, you'd just have to look on the map, I don't -

Q. What would you approximate this distance?

A. Now. I don't have no clear recollection of that
because -

MR. EVANS: You said the DeSoto is where?

A. It would be either here or here (JER pointing to
the map), it was right on the line, there's the DeSoto. See, I
think i1t says DeSoto here --

Q. DeSoto County, right?

A. Yes, it would probably be right here. Yes, I
think it would be right here, south.

MR. KERSHAW: You could come in on this highway and
cut across here?

A. It could be, I don't, I don't --

MR. EVANS: You don't exactly know where the New Rebel
Hotel is on this map?

A. Well, since - I think it was checked out before.
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I'think it is on Lamar, but I'm not certain, either that or
on Poplar, but I'm not certain.

Q. Well, was there any - Well, let me just ask you
this, Approximately how many miles would it be from the
Desoto to the New Rebel, just approximating, are we talking about
a couple of miles?

A, Well, looking at the map, I'i say, I don't know hcw big
Memphis is. 1I'd say four or five miles.

Q. Was there any reason you didn't stay at the New
Rebel on the second since you were supposed to be there on the
third?

A. It would have been no reason except 1'd rather
stay out in the boon docks or whatever you want to call it
rather going into town.

Q. Why?

A. Well, I mean there's less traffic and there's
alvays the possibility you could get stopped for a traffic
ticket or something. There's less police around.

Q. Which was the better hotel, the DeSoto or the
New Rebel?

A.  Well, the DeSoto seemed like it was kind of a
rundown place. The New Rebel was more modern place.

Q. What I'd like to understand is, why if you
had to meet him on the third in the New Rebel and they are only
3 few miles away, why didn't you just go there so that you wouldn't
have any hassel trying to change and nmake sure that you saw him on

tine, also, in light of the fact there was no time specified
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for you to meet him, for you to meet him?

A. Well, April the 3rd was specified, of course I could
have went straight to Birmingham and drove right straight into
Memphis, but I just thought - I didn't know what my reasoning
was at that time, but I just didn't want to, I guess go into
town with the rifles and things like that. Anyway, I made
some kind of a judgment to do it like I did.

Q. You said rifles, you only had one rifle, right?

A, Yes, one.

Q. Did you have your handgqun?

A. No, I didn't have it at that time.

Q. Did you have any handgun?

A. No, nothing.

Q. wWhat time did you check in at the New Rebel?

A. Well, it would probably be as soon as I had an
opport --- As soon as the time span allowed. I think
you usually can check in at 1:00, I think that's so I would
have checked in as soon as the new day started.

Q. Well, if you get to a motel at 11 in the morning
they won't accept you at that time?

A. well, it's any impression, it's always been my impression you didamft
go in a motel in the morning and check in for that night
and the next day too for all for one price. I may be wrong,
that's just, I never did, I know they run you out of them, what is it, 1:00,
12, or 1:00.

Q. Well, there's check out times -

MR. GANNON: Check out times, sure -
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MR. LEHNER: -but if they have vacant rooms and you got
there before the check out time yow understanding was you
vouldn't be allowed in unless you paid an extra day?

A. Well, I thought there was a time - I think you check
in a motel 12:30 a.m., well, you couldn't stay there until the
following day, 12:30 a.m., plus that morning. In other words I think
they have a certain time. Now I don't know, but I just assumed,
I've always assumed they had a certain time where you could
check in. Now, I have went in a motel, motels, at 8 or 9;00 in
the morning and checked out after four or five hours, but I've
never stayed 36 hours on - I don't believe -

MR. EVANS: How did you know where the Rebel - the
New Rebel was?

A. I just checked in the phone book. I think I looked
that up at the DeSoto.

Q. Did you, did you know how Raoul picked, chose, did you
ask him why he did choose the New Rebel?

A. Well, I assumed, now, why he picked it. But I
didn't have any idea then.

Q. What's , what's your assumption?

A. Well the police guarding me, told me that it was
run by a person with a criminal record, things like that.

Q. Oh.

A. Shifty activities going in there.

MR. LEHNER: So that you now realize that Raoul picked
it because he knew someone that was associated, or that own
it and that therefore, there might not be any questions asked if

he - if he was doing anything illicit there?
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A. Well, possibly, if you came in visiting or something,
I don't know what the procedure is for visiting motels late
at night but I assumed they have night watchmans around there
or something. I know a lot of these motels, they have girls and
thinas coming in and out, and certain motels, they are not as strict
on the rules as some of the other ones up town would be.

Q. How do you now realize that the person who owned the
New Rebel had some kind of a criminal connection?

A. The police, the police guarding me in Memphis made some reference
to that and I read, then later on I read something about it.
But I think I read something about it. I have a clear recollection
of learning later on,not only the New Rebel but the DeSoto, they,
they had been in trouble with the law several times.

Q. What illegal activities did you and Raoul carry on
at the New Rebel?

A, I didn't carry on any, except the rifle.

Q. Did you show him the rifle at the New Rebel?

A, No, I don't think I did.

Q. Did you show him the - When did you show him the
gun?

A. I think the last time he saw it was in Birmingham,
it was raining that night and he came there and I think he got
it under his rain coat someway, not all of it, but most
of it. It was in a box or something.

Q. And after you showed it in Birmingham when was the
next time you showed it to him?

A. I never did show it to him after that.
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Q. When was the next time he got it after you showed
it to him in Birmingham?

A, He got it at the New Rebel that night. I don't
know what time it was. I know it was raining hard and I think
it was 9 or 10:00.

Q. Where was the rifle?

A. It was in a box.

Q. In your room?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you show it to him in the New Rebel?

A. No.

Q. what happened then?

A. Our discussion and all that?

Q. Yes.

A. Well, of course, he inquired about the rifle and
I told him I had it. It was in a box and of course I assumed
he knew that and there was some discussion about where we'd meet
himand I would rent a room, and things of that nature.

And I think he gave me the address that was written on
a piece of paper. He give me a certain time to be there.

Q. what time was that he gave you?

A. I think it was around 3:00, maybe earlier. I think
it was around three. I think it was exactly 3:00, and it was
some discussion about rentinga room, I think, I'm not, I'm vague o this.
I would rent a room and I think I mentioned to him, he said
something about, I think he, I got the impression he wanted me to rent,
didn't want me to, but thought I'd rent it under my name or something, ard I

think that's the first time we décided on the Witlard nanme.



89

Q. How was that name decided on?
A. I, well, tlhetwas my name, I came up with that particular
recollection since then of knowing
someone in some connection with some type of a fence. I'm
not certain, I just can't peg that Willard name down. If you
look back through my records maybe some Willard would crop
up, I can't think of it.

Q. And what was the name - what was the reason that
another name other than Galt was going to be used at the,
at the rooming house?

A. That was my, my decision, if therewas any weapons or
anything, anything illegal and especially in a rooming house
or hotel, then I - That would be standard procedure fqr me
to use a different name especially a flop house.

MR. EVANS: Did he give you any directions as how to,
when he gave you the address, did he tell you how to get there?

A. He just said it was downtown, it wouldn't be hard
to find.

MR. LEHNER: Did he say how long to rent the room for?

A. Not at that time, no.

Q. When did he tell you how long?

A. Well later on I got the impression that we'd be
there a few days, I dién't =--

Q. Any time before you rented the room did he tell you
how long to rent the room for?

A. Well, I just got an impression, I didn't get any spec-

ific answer. I assumed the conversation about showing, displaying guns ard
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transacting guns, it wouldn't be too long. There was some
nention about going down the river to New Orleans or something,
there was just nothing specific on about how long I would be there.
3ut every, all the conversations I had, I had the impression
that it would probably be three or four days.

Q. Now, ou said about displaying guns, was there more than
one gun that was going to be displayed?

A. Well, Yes, there was a reference, I'm not sure where
it was told to me, it was either, I believe it was told me
the next day in the mo -, in the roaming house, that I would orohatly be
ing back to birmingham and getting same, more of the scope rifles and
nore of the, in addition, purchase some of the surplus rifles.

Q. when was that said?

A. I think that was mentioned the next day, in the
rooming house.

Q. About what time was that?

A. Well, that would have been one of my short visits
in the rooming house then. It would have been, it would have
drobably been 5 or 5:30.

Q. wWas that before or after you purchased the
binoculars?

A. That would probably have been after - I think that's
one of the first things I did, was purchase the binoculars.

Q. He then told you after about 5 or 5:30, that
fou would be going back to Birmingham to purchase more
rifles?

A. Yes. If the transaction went through, but,those
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were all impressions I got. They were not really definite
but they, they were strong enough to make me believe that I
would be going back.

Q. What time were the purchaser or purchasers suppose
to arrive at the rooming house?

A. Well, apparently it was suppose to be sometime
after six o'clock, somewhere around there. I'm not sure,
they were suppose to arrive at the rooming house, because he did
ask to use the car once, so, I assumed maybe he was going
to meet them some place else or drive them some place else.

Q. How did he get to the New Rebel?

A. How did I get there?

Q. How did he get there?

A. I guess he drove a car, I have no idea.

Q. How did he get to the rooming house?

A. Well, I assumed he drove a car, but I don't have

Q. So it is your understanding that he left that car
in Memphis when he got into your car later?

A. when he got into my car later?

Q. Did he leave the car in Memphis or did he take
the car out of Memphis?

A. The Mustang?

Q. The car that he used to go to the New Rebel. Did
he use that car first of all to go to the rooming house?

A. Well, I don't know how he got to the New
Rebel. I assumed it was a car, he had a raincoat on and it

was raining, and the New Rebel is laid out so that if his car
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vas parked in the street or something you couldn't see it because
it's a horse shoe shaped place, and it's a driveway comes in and
the, as I recall right, where you check in at it, it protrudes
quite a bit out and, chly way I could have seen anyone coming in
there period would be looking out the window when the- drove up,
that is, if they parked in the motel, if they parked out on

the street it would have been impossible to seen anyone because
the street were just laid out at the motel where you just

couldn't see anyone.

Q. What time did he arrive at the New Rebel at your
room?

A. It was dark, I assumed it was about 9 or 10:00.

Q. What time did he leave?

A. Half an hour later, whenever that was.

Q. What did he take with him?

A. Well in addition to the rifle I don't, I can't
recall anything that he took.

Q. Did he look at the rifle in the room?

A. No, there was no more looking at it.

Q. Had you taken the rifle out of the car when you
stayed at the New - the DeSoto?

A. I don't know if I did or not. I don't, I'm reconstructing
this. I don't think I would have taken it out. 3ecause I had it in
the trunk, I'm positive I wouldn't have took it out. I would
have probably took my, I usually had that small suitcase,
that overnight case, I would have took it out.

Q. What was the reason that you took it out and had
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it in your room at the New Rebel?

A, Well, that's where he was suppose to pick it up.

Q. You were expecting him to pick it up?

A. Well, I didn't know, I had the camera equipment
he didn't pick it up, I assumed he was going to, I mean, I was
going, I was going through the bargain or whatever you want to call it.

Q. Did you have the camera equipment in the
New Rebel or did you have it inthe car?

A. No, I don't think I ever moved that camera equipment.
I think it stayed in that car from the day I put it in, in
Birmingham until I --

MR. GANNON: Did you ever, did you ever ask Raoul to take the camera
equipment off your hands, it was just, I quess clutterina
up the trunk wasn't it?

A. I asked him in Mexico after we crossed the second
customs house. He said, he acted kind of nervous and he said,
no, he'd get it later or something.

MR. LEHNER: Did you bring it up to him again after Mexico?

A. I forgot about it. It just stayed in the trunk.

You know, I never thought about it.

Q. Did you think the gun transfer was qgoing
to take place in the New Rebel?

A. Yes, Iwas well, I didn't think, but these are
assumptions you make.

Q. Why you brought the gun into the New Rebel?

A. Yes, that's one of the main reasons is, if you are

told to meet somebody at some certain extent, well, I would assume -
Q. It was raining when he entered the New Rebel and

when he left?
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A. I'm not a hundred percent sure, but I think it was
raining pretty, he had a raincmat an,and I had some recollecion
of, if it wasn't raining, the weather was bad or somethina. O.
And when he left your place at the New Rebel he had the rifle
with him and walked out in the rain with it? 1Is that right?

A. Well, I'd say he had it under his coat or samething, part

Q. And you don't know if his car was parked out in
front or was parked some distance away where you couldn't see it?

A. I have a strong recollection it was raining pretty hard,
because, you know, on second thought, because, I quess vou'd have tn check with
the weather report, but I have - I didn't see anything,

I do have a strong recollection it was raimng hard that night.

Q. Did he tell you how he found out where your room
was at the New Rebel?

A. No, my car was parked right in front of it, so, I think
it's, they're marked off in stalls.

Q. So if your car was parked right in front of it he
would have parked right next to your car, right?

A. Yes, possibly, yes.

Q. And, therefore, his car would be right outside in
front of your window, right?

A. Yes. But I don't, I don't recall seeing any lights. Usually
you see lights reflected, somebody pulls up, I don't recall ever,

I would, I don't recall, now, and I don't recall eight years ago, so, I,
there's an assumption that nobody pulled up there. Now --

Q. h the third at the New Rebel did he tell you when
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the peopleyagre going to buy the guns were going to come to
Memphis?

A. I think there was just vagqie reference made there.

I think most of the references were made after we was in the
rooming house, there was mention made that I was going back
to Memphis or something like that.

Q. Going back to Memphis?

A. Yes - No, Birmingham.

Q. What was your, what was your understanding on the third wher he
told you to meet him at the rooming house, what was your under-
standing as to what was going to happen in that rooming house?
You spoke to him on the third?

A. Well, I, this is an assumption, well, I would assume
there was suppose to be some type of a gun transaction there,
but -

Q. Gun transaction was suppose to take place in the
rooming house onthe fourth?

A. Some type of disvlav or something.

Q. On the fourth at the rooming house?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. Now, did you ask him why he wanted to take the
rifle since you had been handling the rifle and he had been
the money man and you had been taking the risk,handling the
rifle, did you ask him why, now on the third, he wanted to
handle the rifle?

A. No, I didn't ask any gquestions. I don't recall

ever asking him over two or three questions at the most. I
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¥l never ask anyiody why he was, he didn't want me to do it or s
£1ng 1f he vas a niddle man in some type of an arrangement.

Q- Did he tel) you what your function was going to be
%% the fourth when he spoke to you on the third? Did he tell

iou why h
Y De wanted you there on the fourth if he was taking
the rifle?

A, Wel
L there was nothing, nothing specific, I think my function

¥as to rent

3 room there, ang just maybe use the room for
sz type of i

meeting of some sort, that was my only function

tiat I co .
uld deternine at that, at that time.

Q. And
Y0U vere to he inthe room at what time?
A, About three o'clock
Q. Did h
© %3} where he would meet you?
A, "911, 1

T not - 1'm not - I can't recall all the details
® this but T thj
nk the first meeting was suppose to be in

Jin's Grill ung
e
. Teath, ang jf that didn't work out why I was
2pose to call hj
A . 1 or Something - Q. Call him where?
© ~In New o
0 Yleans or something like that.

If you di
in't meet him in Jim's Grill you were suppose
t0 call Ney Otleans-_,

Ao Well,
ha
agpened wh . that vas always arrangements we had. If something
' W y qet
!N contact with some number -
MR. EVANS.

Is thi
8 t that yo ave us
the part{a e he same number you g '

r
n that yoy gave us, 75572 1Is that --
at'g COrrect

MR, LEBNER, Wa

A

1 Yes.
25t yp s there any reason why he, that he gave to you
why he “nted

housge the transaction to take place in the rooming
5 Opposeq to
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A. No, I made assumptions about that later on, but --

Q. What assumption did you make?

A. Well, it's the type of neighborhood, you can come
and go as you want to. Usually those places around the river
front are all, kind of-a lot of questionable operations
going on around there and -

Q. Was it your idea that you were going to stay there
about three days there with the, with the gun in the room?

A. No, I didn't have, I didn't, it was my, I didn't have
any impression that I was going to stay there with a qun. T had
the impression I was going to stay there. I took, I --

Q. Well, what was your impression as to your purpose
of staying there for three or four days?

A. Well, I think he was suppose to, trans-, contact same other parties
or samething of that nature, and that was just the impression that I got.

I was never told, you know, well, we will stay here a week or
something.

Q. Well, it was your impression that you were stayinq
there for the purpose of displaying weapons?

A. Either that or they, I had the impression more that, that would
be a meeting rather than displaying the things. That would
be some type of, just a place to, you know, hand your hat while you
talked to someone or something.

Q. And can you think of any reason why a place like
the rooming house would be chosen to show rifles when it didn't even
have locks on the doors such as the rooming house was chosen for that type of
thing, meeting, as opposed to the New Rebel which you now

know which is a place where, which was run by people who had
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criminal connections?

A. Well, I can't think of any on the =-- Well, if I had
my choice and I was making some kind of illegal transaction
I'd rather, unless I knew the owner of the New Rebel was
shady I'd rather make it there on Main Street. But I think
what you are getting into, what we will probably be getting
into now, what you know, the reason for renting the room, whether
it was to shoot King or make some kind, make some type of gun
transaction. I see, the New Rebel -~ I don't think shootirg
anyone form there but that's, these are substantial
areas we are getting into, 30, and that's, based on my judgment
and things like that.

Q. Well, what 1'm, what I'm getting at is your state of mind, are,
are you at that time wondering if we are showing guns, why are
we doing it in this, in this rooming house without locks on the door,
as opposed to a place that has a lock on the door, such as
the New Rebel. If you are looking for some clandestine
operation where you don't want other people to walk in on
you and noticewhat is happening, especially where you have a rooming
house where there is a landlady and you don't enter directly
into your room as yai & in a motel?

A. Well, of course, I have strong, strong suspicions
now that there was never meant to be any kind gun transactions,
although there ery well might have been. I guess everyone looks
at things diferent. I think, if you forget a minute, the motel, the New
Rebel Motel was, tte proprietor was some type of a shaly individual, I
think that by all means 1'd rather have the, have the Main Street for a
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transaction because usually there is a lot of winos down
there, while they might pick up, you know, pick up your razor
or something and sell it. I don't think they, they are harm-
less outside of that, so

Q. What did you say?

A. They might pick up a razor, or steal your razor, or
clock or something, but they wouldn't - But I don't think they
would come in your room unless they was drunk, really drunk,
and they'd have to work up their nerve or something.

Q. All right, after he left the New Rebel on the 3rd
with the weapon, you stayed at the New Rebel that night, or did
you go out somewhere before you went to sleep?

A. No, I didn't go anywhere.

Q. And what time did you get up in the morning, and
what did you do then, the morning of the 4th?

A. Well, I stayed, stayed there quite late in the day, late
in the morning, 11:00 and I stalled around and it took me
about an hour to eat breakfast. I'm not sure if I got a
haircut that morning, but I think -

Q. You might have gotten a haircut the morning of the
4th?

A, It's a possibility, I'm not certain.

Q. It might have been either the 2nd, 3rd, or 4th?

A, Second, it wouldn't have been the second.

Q. Well, I thought you, before you said that it was either
the 2nd or the morning of the 3rd?

A. Well, it could have been the 4th, I, I just don't khow

that's, they've, Ithink it was the same day I went to the drug
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store to get a razor. I think I left the razor and I think
the police have the - I think it's in the statement I gave,
I, right thre on the desk, they hawe, the day I went to the
drug store and got the razor, I think it was the same day,
but I just can't -

Q. What statement are you referring to?

A. There's a statement in there what the police would
prove. I think that's it there.

Q. Oh, this is, this material that you gave us?

A, Yes. Do you want me to look through here?

Q. Well, it's not necessary now, whatever your
recollection is is what we are now interested in.

A. Well, go ahead, I'll glance throught it while you
are asking me.

Q. Well, I don't want you to have to do two things at
once. If you want to look over it fine.

A. wWell, I don't, I don't even see it in here. No, it's,
I don't, I don't, see it.

Q. We'll at a recess, we'll take a brief recess this afterncom—

MR. EVANS: What else d# you purchase beside the -

MR. LEHNER: Excuse me, there will be a recess here
sometime in the afternoon. If you want to look over them and
we can get back to them.

A. I don't think that's a stip- I think that would have
been the stipulation. I don't believe that's -

Q. You don't believe we have the material here?

A. No, I just think that's something the State contended
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they would prove and I think the stipulation was different.

MR. EVANS: James, you said you bought a razor, what
else did you buy?

A. That day -

Q. Yes.

A.b -or whatever day it was. A razor -

Q. Third, fourth, whichever date?

A. I guess that's it, I can't recall.

Q. Did you buy that from a local store or in a motel?

A. I think it would be in a drug store close to the
Mississippi line, somewhere close to DeSoto County.

Q. Did you get a receipt in the bag?

A. Yes, I think so.

MR. GANNON: Did you get a good night's sleep the night
of the third?

A. Well, I don't recall, I think I did.

Q. I guess the reason I ask I saw in one of the books, a place, regortad
about the night clerk looking up and seeing your light is on, like
at 12:00 midnight, then 2:00 a.m., then 4:00 a.m.

A. Well, that was just - I think Gerald Franks,
that's just jazzing up the book. There's nothing like --

Q. The way you remember it, you got a fairly good
night's sleep? -

A. Yes, un huh.

Q. Did you make any phone call fromthe New Rebel?

n A. I don't believe there was no, I don't believe there was a phone in
‘ ereé. Did you make any phone calls from any of the

places on the way from Birmingham to Memphis, including the
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DeSoto and the others?

A. I never made, no, I never made any phone calls, all the time I
s in Mamphis, other than the stops I made in between Bimmingham and
Yexphis, I never made any phone calls.

Q. On the 2nd and the 3rd, you know you were - the
second that's at the DeSoto and the 3rd you stayed at the
Yew Rebel, did you drive through Memphis at all in and out
of the town?

A, I think I just stayed on the edge of it on the
Mississippi side.

Q. You didn't drive downtown at all?

A. No, I'm almost positive that I didn't drive downtown.

0. Did you pick up the newspaper, the Memphis newspaper
during those, during that time? ’

A. I have no recollection of it but I usually always
buy a morning paper so it would have been unusual if I hadn't
of bought it

Q. Did you know anything about the sanitation worker's
Strike? A. No, I wouldn't =--

Q- Did vou know that there was a sanitation worker's
Strike while you were in Memphis?

A.  No, I had no idea, sanitation strike.

Q. Did you know that Dr. King was due to arrive in
Memphis?

A.  No, I had no idea then.

0. Did you know who Dr. King was?

A. I probably had a vague idea, but I don't
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have any strong idea. As far as him arriving in Memphis,
I understand he didn't know he was suppose to arrive there
himself. So --

Q. Did you know that he, when you were in Memphis
did you know there was such a person as Dr. King, Martin
Luther King, who was a civil rights leader?

Q. I probably had an idea of him like I'm trying
to reconstruct what I would have an idea of, now, of course,
I know the President, the Vice President, I'm a lot more
aware of public officials and politics now than I am at
that time. I'm more interested now. But wouldn't, probably
at that time I wouldn't have had any specific knowledge
of any individual at that time.

Q. What I mean is, did you know that there was such
a person when you were in Memphis? Did you know there
was such a person as Dr. Martin Luther King and that he
was a -- purported to be a civil rights leader?

A. At that time, at the particular time I was in
Memphis I had no idea but I probably, I may have had a
vague idea that there was such an individual, but if it
would been in the paper not only about him but President
Johnson, or someone else, I usually just buy the paper and
glance through and look at the sports pages or something,
just a force of habit. I wouldn't, unless I wanted to find
a job or something I wouldn't be reading about all the public
officials at that point.

Q. On the 4th what time did you get up and what time
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did you leave the New Rebel?
A. The 4th, well, I ate a meal there at the restaurant
adjacent - I must have - I probably went in there 11:00.
I probably came out at 11:45, that's as close as I can
get to it. Let me get, expand on these newspapers a little
Wre. Sometimes when you are in solitary confinement or
something like that or if you don't have anything to do up in your
room, well, of course, then I might read the paper, you know, from
front to back, but I'm just talking about picking up a news-
Paper, vhen I had some other business to take care of. I wouldn't
be reading up on all the local scandals or anything like that.
Q. All right, what time did you leave the New Rebel
on the 4th?
A. I believe I left the restaurant about 11:30, maybe
12:00, but I can't be sure.
Q. Do you know what time you checked out of the New
Rebel?
A. Probably 11:00.
Q. Did you pay, pay in cash?
A. I believe I paid when I came in.
Q. And what time did you leave the restaurant?
A.  Just guess, 11:45 or 12.
Q. Where did you go?
A.  Well, I drove around. I had till 3:00. I think I
think I drove towards the Mississippi Line. I think I stalled
around a few taverns down there. Well, anyway I stayed in

that area until approximately 2:00.
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MR. GANNON: Did you have a couple of drinks in those
taverns?

A. Well, I don't drink. I buy a beer or something
I won't drink over half of it, you know, because I don't
care too much for it. I did have a recollection of eating
a sandwich down there somewheres, but that's about it. I
think my, my activities at that itme would be all in a specific
area of south Memphis.

MR. EVANS: Being a fugitive did you notice any unusual
police activities?

A. Well, not in particular. There was a lot of
police around there, are you talking about on hindsight or
at that time?

Q. Well, I'm talking about at that time, did you
notice any sort of unusual police activities, unusual amounts
of radio cars, you know, patrol, prowl cars?

A. No, I don't think -- I have some recollection now of there
being a few more patrol cars than normal, but the different towns have dif Sarent
things. I know if you go into certain parts of Los Angeles
vou don't see nothing but police cars where in other sections
you very seldom see one. So, if I saw a lot of patrol cars
around I'd just assumed I was in a hot neighborhood or something.

MR. LEHNER: And you said you had time till three o'clock,
what did you do during that time?

A. I spent most of that time in South Memphis probably
close to Mississippi.

Q. A couple of taverns?

A. Yes.
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Q. And what did you drink?

A. Probably a half bottle of beer in both of them.

Q. Do you remember which places they were?

A. I think, I, n recollection, I think one of them would
have probably been in the Mississippi,on a line, right on the line
because I think they had some type of a - I don't know if
it was alcohoic beverage law or something. I don't know if
you can buy beer in Mamphis during that time, during that time, of
day or samething, but that mifht, that might be false, I don't know,
but the only thing I do know is that I was in the sourth part
of Memphis, probably close to Mississippi.

Q. wWhat did you do after the, going to these two taverns?

A. Well, well, I went down there from the New Rebel and
I think that's, that's about south midile Memphis. I don't
know how long it took me to get down there, 1'd say 45 minutes.
I know I, I stalled around in that area until about 2:00 ard then
I, then I left that on the way to Main Street about 2:00.

Q. what happened then?

A. I may have made one inquiry or something about
Main Street. I know: I knew, it was downtown, I was told that
much but, I didn't know exactly where downtown and I think
the first inquiry I made was, was the public place where I checked
the car at,and I think he give me directions and I stopped
two or three places along there getting directions on where
Main Street was. I just knew it was downtown and that was
it. I think what I did, I think I drove, when I got

towards the area that looked like downtown, I drove off in a
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reqgular parking lot, a public, a public garage.

MR. GANNON: Did you think of getting a map?

A. In Memphis?

Q. Yes.

A. Well, not particularly. If I got a map I wouldn't
knew much more than what I knew by inquiring, because I could
have found Main Street probably, but you got to have some
familiarity with the town before you can found the street.

Q. I was wondering why you, since you had the car,
that made you much more mobile than you would be on foot,
why would you bother to park the car instead of driving around
to find the place?

A. Well, I don't like to drive around the middle

of town trying to find the street or anything. I figured,
I was pretty close to uptown, I just figured I would just,
you know, walk on down there, and, of course there was no,
not even no certainty that I was going to have to take the
auto down there. But, of course, =--

Q. Why do you say that, why do you say there was no
certainty that you had to take the auto there?

A, Well, I wasn't a hundred percent certain, that I
would have to end up, I thought I would, but I wasn't sure
that, you know, that you could even park down there far as
that goes, in that area, so there was no compelling reason
why I had to drive the car down there, looking, you know,
driving around downtown trying to find the street I was looking
for.

Q. How did you decide to park where you did park?
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close to downtown and that's probably the reason I parked there.
Q. What, what was the place that you did park, do you recall?
A. I recall the location, but I recall
the street.
Q. What was the location?
A. Well going from Main Street, now, I'd say you co
north on Main from the rooming house we are talking about before,
go about five blocks down north, turn right and go five
or six blocks and that would be sort of south, and turn left and
9o a couple of blocks, and the main, that was, the parking lot, was right ir tha
area. It would be on the left hand side of the street.
Q. So if you were leaving from the rooming house you
would go five or six blocks north?
A. North.
Q. Then you would take a right?
A. That's ocorrect.
Q. For how far?
A. Five or six.
Q. And then what?
A. A left.
Q. How far?
a. A couple, two or three.
Q. And that's where you parked?
A. That's correct.
Q. Andthen from there you got out of the car, did
you take anything that you had with you in the car with you
at that time?
A. No.
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Q. And what did vou do?

A. I started looking for the rooming, for the Main
Street place.

Q. Was there any reason you parked so far away from Main
Street, five or six blocks from Main Street?

A, Well, I parked as close as we could to, from the main
park of town.

Q. Well, you were looking for a particular number on
Main Street weren't you?

A. Yes. I was looking for a street too, and I was
informed the night before that it was downtown so I parked.

Q. Well, you were looking for an address, what address
were you looking for?

A. Main Street, 400 something, whatever it was.

Q. And yet you parked five or six blocks away without
having, five or six blocks from Main street without having
passed by this particular 400 number that you were looking
for?

A. No, I never passed, that's the first time.
The first time I passed by was when I drove up there later
but, I was just under the impression that the address was down-
town somewhere and I could get out and make a few inquiries
and find out where the address was and I wouldn't be out the
75 cents, a parking bill, I could then get in the car and
go, you know, find out where it was at.

Q. Well, were you told the name of the grill to look

for Raoul at?
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A. It was mentioned of Jim's Grill, yes.

Q. And you were told that, that was right underneath
this rooming house?

A. I believe, yes, I believe that was it.

Q. Was there any reason you didn't drive up and down
Main Street looking for Jim's Grill so that you'd be able to
find it, and then once you had it located, to look for the
nearest parking lot from there?

A, Well, I didn't even, I didn't even know where Main
Street was at the time. It was my idea just to park the car
there and try to find out the street and where it was at,
and then get in the car and go on up there.

MR. GANNON: Wouldn't it have been easier just to
go in a gas station and say, how far am I from Main Street,
I'd like to get over there, and get directions that way
while you still had the car? You had much more mobility than,
than you would have when you were on foot. I mean, it's one
thing to be lost in a car and another thing to be lost on
foot. On foot you're, you know, it's going to take a lot
longer to get where you are supposed to be going.

A. Well, at the time I still had an hour. I can't,
see those, those are judgment questions how come, you know,
if I were to drove the car up there and found that, then I
could foresee then why someone would wonder couldn't you
just park the car and go find out where you was at. But I
think I did make two or three inquiries of where the street

was. I think the parking lot attendant and some --
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thing like that, but I just don't like driving around town,
a strange town expecially, looking for oneway streets and all
that, trying to find a, you know, particular address.

MR. EVANS3 Was it congested, was the area congested,
this main street area was it congested?

A. Where I, it, where I parked, where I parked at it was pretty
heavy. Because it was, it was right onthe edge of the main part of the city.

Q. Well, ydu parked five or six blocks away from
Main Street?

A. Awvay from Main Street?

Q. I thought you said from the rooming house you had
to take five or six blocks and then a right for about five
blocks I think, and then I think you said you took a left for
about two blocks,so that's about five blocks from Main Street that
you parked?

A. Yes, I would guess there about.

Q. what did you do with the ticket for the parking lot?

A. I guess it's in my, part of the FBI, FBI evidence.

Q. Do you mean, you think you had it when you
were picked up in London?

You left it in the car?

A. Wevll, I possibly threw it away. But, I described
this in somewhat detail for Haines and Huie and I assumed
he gave it to the FBI. I could pick this place lout now because
it was, and had certain characteristics which would be easy to remem-
ber, so I know where I parked at.

Q. Well after you parked you ﬁhen walked to Jim's Grill,
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is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you go directly from where you parked at Jim's
Grill or did you stop anywhere?

A. Well, I stopped at another Jim's place. I think
it was, now, I don't recall the name Jim on it but later on
I was told it was a Jim's Cafe or something, and inquired
about the address. He said something aobut, that I was in
the wrong place or something, and it was down the street or
something.

Q. But you didn't have anything to eat or drink at this
vrong Jim's place, did you?

A. I think I stoppedin, yeah, Ikow I had a half beer but
I didn't drink it all, but --

Q. Well, didn't you have the address you were looking
for, the 400 number?

A, Yes.

Q. And by looking at the numbers near this other Jim's
place did you realize that this was not the one that Raoul
had reference too?

A. I don't know if I had, this is a rundown ar-, neighbor-
hood. I don't know if it had the number on there or not.
But I think now, I dn'tknow if this place was Jim's but if it
was I might have thought I got the wrong address or something.
But I definitely recall going in a place like that whether there
was a Jim's Cafe, I couldn't say you'd have to check it out.

Q. So after you ordered this beer what did you do next?
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I stayed there a few minutes I suppose and went on

in the direction where the grill was suppose to be.

Q.
A.

actions.

period.
Q.
A.

What happened then?
Well, I forgot, I'm not sure about all the trans-

I made so manv of them within an hour, half an hour

Well, tell us as best you recollect at this time.

Well my recollection is now that I met this Raoul

in the tavern underneath.

Q.
A.

About what time was that?

I think before - Now, before I, met him, well, that

would been aobut 3:30.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.

So you were about a half hour late?
Yes.
Did you have a watch with you on that day?

Yes. I think before I met him I run across another

party in another bar or something and 1'd forgot about this.

Q.
A.

Which bar would that be?

Well that would have probably been the other one

down the street, the first one.

Q.
A.

Jim's Cafe?

Yes. Some individual had certain similarities to

him and he was with same other individual, but -

Q.

A.

A person that looked like Raoul you mean?

Well, he had certain, he was dark - I know he looked at me two or

three times. I forgot about this until I read Chastain's

book or something here a couple of days ago. Well, anyway --

Q.

When did you read Chastain's book?
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A. I read some article he had written, written about
it or something.

Q. wWhen was that?

A. When was that?

Q. When did you read it?

A, A couple days ago.

Q. A couple days ago, was it since we saw you last?

A. I believe it was, yes.

I got these various excerpts and stories and I'll
tell someone something and I1'11 forget it and I'll read the
book. I told Huie this, anyway, 30, but I think Chastain said I
told Huie and - But, anyway, I seen these two individuals in
this first tavem but when I got to the Jim'sy rill and I met Raoul,
and then we had the conversation about me renting a room, and
wiats,later on I read it. I had some recollection about me and
hm being in the car but I, I can't recollect when that was. Cne
of the first conversationswas that I would purchase some type
of binoculars with the infrared binoculars.

Q. Well, let's see if you can take it step by step
again. You met Raoul about 3:30 at Jim's Grill and as best
you recollect now what was that conversation?

A. Well there was, the conversation was about - I would go ahead
and rent the room. There wasn't much more conversation than
that.

Q. Was there conversation about what name you would
use?

A. I think we made some kind of determination on that

the night before, the Willard name.



115

Q. And was there a determination as to what room you
would rent?

A. No. I got the impression from him that there
were rooms available there.

Q. And was there a determination as to what view you
would look for as far as the room?

A. No. The lady that rented the room she said there
was two types of rooms, a sleeping room, and plus some type
of a housekeeping room.

Q. And as far as when you and Raoul spoke at 3:30 in
Jim's Grill was there a disassion as to whether or not it would
be a room for one, just for you or would it be a room for
two, for you and he?

A. There was no discussion on that, I --

Q. What was your assumption?

A. Well my assumption would be for me, because I wouldn't
be interested in two people in one room.

Q. You were assuming that Raoul would stay at a different
place, not at that rooming house?

A. Well, he may stay there but I didn't think he would
been staying - If I rented one, one room - Now, I'm talking about
after I rented the room what assumption I would make. I -

Q. I'm talking about 3:30 when you are talking to him
at Jim's Grill, were you assuming that you were going to rent
just one room under your name and that he was going to rent
another room in that place or was he going to stay somewhere
else, what was your assumption at that time from all your

conversations with Raoul up to then?
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A. Well, I didn't have any assumption where he was staying.
Later on I had some type of assumotion he was staying there, but I,
at that particular time I didn't have any. 1If I rented a room
I assumed I'd be, I would be the only one staying inthere unless there
vas some type of business transaction. But, let me say about
this area, I had some trouble recollecting all these various
trips and I think I have - I know I went back and got the
car from the parking lot but I'm not real certain just when I got
it, whether it was before I rented the roam or after I rented the roam.
I'1l just have to reconstruct this on what I think I would
do now, and I think I would probably got the car after I rented
the room.

Q. I'1l tell you what we'll do, we'll take a break for
you to think about it, if you would, for one moment, and we'll

give our stenographer a chance to rest up.

(Break at 1:44).
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. MR. LEHNER: Okay, it is now 1:51 and the same people
are here that were here prior to the recess.
We were talking about your impressions when you were

in Jim's Grill and you met Raoul, and can you take it
from there, what was your impression as to - your impression
was rather that you were going to be staying in the rooming
house for maybe three or four days-

A. At the most.

Q. -and what was your impression of Raoul?
Would he be staying in the rooming house, staying elsewhere,
all of your conversations to date including the one at the Jim's
Grill, what was your impression?

A. Well, I thought there was the possibility that
he would be staying at the rooming house, but there was no
certainty.

Q. Had he ever stayed inthe same place as you before?

A. I can't think of any place unless it would have
been the motel in Mexico.

Q. Did he stay overnight there?

A. I don't know if he did or not.

Q. You are talking about in Neuvo Laredc?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you recollect, think back whether or not he
stayed overnight in that motel?

A. No, I can't, it was a, he had a car there, sameone else did,
but I can't - I can't - I assumed that's another one of those
motels like the New Rebel where the owner is somewhat

under suspicion or something.
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Q. What kind of car was that that Raoul rode in, in
Mexico?

A. I don't know what the make of it was. It was a,
something similar to a Ford or Chevrolet. I'm not conversed
in all these models.

Q. Do you know whether or not he ever drove a car in
the United States?

A. No.

Q. And you don't knovhow he transported himself
any time other than the time you were transporting him in
the United States?

A. I thought it was public transportation because every-
thing lead me to believe it was public transportation.

Q. Was that your impression of how he was transporting
himself to the New Rebel and from the New Rebel?

A. I don't know abaxt that. I never even looked.

I never evenlIjust glanced outside from the New Rebel. As
I mentioned, it was raining.

Q. Okay. At the time you saw him in the, at Jim's
Grill it was about 3:30 and how long did you spend with him
in Jin's Grill before taking leave of him?

A. Before I took leave of him, I can't be specific about
how long, I would say in the grill, not over 10 minutes.

Q. Did he tell you where he wanted that room to be
in the rooming house?

A. No. That was, it was just a mention of the room and that

was it.
Q. For all you knew you could have been in a room that
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faced out on to Main Street, right?

A. Well, these rooms are, there's no problem going fram one to
the other if you want to go in one.

Q. But he didn't give you any directions, you could have
just as easily taken a room in the, as you just go directly
up the stairs facing the front and Main Street, right?

A. I don't recall at this time any directions to rent
any specific room. I think it was more or less the mention of
the room. There may have been some recollection, but I dont
have any recollection of that at all.

Q. Well if he didn't give you any instructions on where
you rent the room and you rented a room that faced out on
Main Street and the first building, the building where you
go directly up the stairs, wouldn't that be a bad thing for
his eventual plan to shoot King fromthe back of the rooming
house in the adjoining building?

A. You mean if a party intended to shoot a party in the
back?

Q. Why would he get a room in the front, especially
since the room in the bacvt?l:: f.ﬁ: g:tthe same building but
it was sort of in an adjoining building to the ﬁuildinq where
you walked up the stairs?

A. Well, you are asking me, you know, to put myself in scmeone
elses position, T --

Q. Yes, that's what I'm asking, I'm asking ~--

A. yes, I told - well, I'm not known for deep planmning, I would

think caution more than anything else. I would assume if anyone
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wvas going to shoot someone that h; wouldn't exactly know where
his location was going to be. I would suppose you could shoot
someone from Main Street but, of course, if you are talking
about specific, I seen the mock-up of the hotel and I could

see where it would be an advantage of being in the back, but

of course there has been allegations that the shooting took
place in the back yard or something.

MR. KERSHAW: How many bathrooms are there on the floor?

A. I have no idea how many there are on the floor.

Q. But there was this one, - A. I think, yes, there was ane.

Q. - and all the roams up there you could get framare of those
bedrooms to that bathroom if you wanted to?

A. I suppose so.

LEHNER: Of course, if you were getting from a front room
that faced out on Main Street to go to a back bathroom that
forced out on Maulberry Street in the adjoining building you'd have
to carry that rifle through the entire rooming house with
the chance of someone seeing you, wouldn't you?

A. Yeh, I suspect in that type of rooming house, with
that type of clientele you coulda led a elephant down through
there and they wouldn't had been no disturance. They would
just thought they were, they had too much to drink.

MR. KERSHAW: During the morning of that day you didn't
know where Raoul was, did you?

A. Not that morning no.

Q. He could have used that morning to case the

rooming house and could have know that there was only one or
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two rooms available up there as far as you know?

A. As far as I know yes. Of course I could have been
casing it that. morning myself. But I don't believe I was.

Q. Did you?

A. No. I wasn't in the area.

MR. LEHNER: All right. You went into the rooming house
after being with Raoul for about how long did you say?

A. Not too long. Not ten, I don't think the conversaticn
lasted 10 minutes.

Q. You walked into the rooming house, was that up a
flight of stairs?

A. Yes, there was a flight of stairs.

Q. And what happened then?

A. I inquired with the lade if she had a room,
and she said she had two. She said she had a sleeping
room and a housekeeping room. I don't -

Q. Sleeping room and what's the other one?

A. What you call a housekeeping room in that type
of place. She, I told her I wanted a sleeping room.

Q. A housekeeping room would be a bigger room with
a stove and with kitchen utilities?

A. That's correct.

Q. Where was the housekeeping room?

A. I don't know.

Q. Did you go into the housekeeping room?

A. I don't recollect if she showed me or not. She

may have showed it to me.
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Q. And do you know where the housekeeping room faced?
A. No.
Q. Did Raoul tell you whether to get a housekeeping
room or a non-housekeeping room?
A. No, there was no mention of that.
Q. So you know that at least one other room other than
the room you got was available and you don't know whether
that room faced Main Street?
A. I don't, did the other room face Main St, the _hougekeeping
room tace Main Street?
Q. Well, I'm just asking youy at this time do you know
vhere that other room faced?
A. I'm not sure she showed me. I have a vague recollection
that she told me she said something about I have two rooms,
and she said something about a, she may have shown me the one
and mentioned something about, she had a sleeping room. But I
took the sleeping room. I don't recall all the details. I
know I did tell her I wanted a sleeping room, but I don't
know just, the exact time I told her.
Q. How did you get to the sleeping room?
A. How do you get there? Well, my best recollection of the
house is there's a lot of winding around going up stairs and
down stairs, so, I don't have no clear idea just, I seen this show
on here a couple of mornings ago about, Mark Lane was
on TV. He had a mock-up about how you get in house and I learned
more then than I know now, how you get in there. There's

two doors into it one you go up one side and come out the

other, but I don't recall. I just don't recall all the details
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of the - I don't know if you ever been in the house but it's layed
out kind of ood, isn't it? That's, I know up in front the
desk, I remember that.

Q. Did you sign a register there?

A. Yes.

Q. And what name did you gjve?

A. Willard.

Q. How long did you pay for?

A. A week.

Q. How much did you pay?

A. I don't recall, it's eight or nine dollars.

Q. Did you ask if there was a daily rate?

A. No. Usually daily rates, they addup to more than,
three or four days will cover a week.

Q. Well, do you know what the daily rate was?

A. I assumed it was two or three dollars.

Q. And because you assumed that you were staying at
lease three days you took the weekly rate?

A. Yes.

Q. wWhat made you assume you were staying three or
four days?

A. I don't know, I just got that impression 1I'd
be three or four days. He might of made some reference to
it. Usually when I, I get the impression or I do intend to
stay somewhere for three or four days in a hotel or place like
that, usually it is just as cheap to pay a week because, you
know, there is always the possiblity that you will stay there

longer so you must rent the place for a week.
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MR. GANNON: Did Raoul say anything specifially to give
you the idea of three or four day stay?

A. He did, but I can't recall what it is, it's uh, --

Q. Did you say --

Q. I got the impression that, that transactions were
not consunmated and that they maybe, I may be there three or
four days.

Q. Did you say to him anything like I don't mind spending
the days here if we have to do business, but maybe I can go back
and sleep in the New Rebel, I have a place where the car could
be, I wouldn't have to do all this walking. I have a place
vith a lock onthe door. I wouldn't be surrounded by winos,
vas there any conversation like that as to, with him?

A. It never reached that point, but I'm sure there
would have been, because if I intended to settle down in there
for a long seige or anything I wouldn't, I'd have made some other
arrangements. There was no lock onthe door, that's why I
didn't bring all my clothing up there and things. I just brought
the bare minimum, I don't know you just have to go, you know, from Cay
to day in a place like that, but I would never, I would
probably sleep on a bed. I had an extra cover on the bed or
something.

NR. EVANS: Why did you use the word seige , long seige ,
vhat do you mean long seige?

A. Well, if I'm going to stay around there and the police are
ruming around there and there's quns floating around I wouldn't, I wouldn't
wnt to stay at a place like that. I don't mind staying a ccuple days.
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Q. Are you saying you anticipated something happening
and you might have been hold, caught up in there or something?

A. Well, I knew the rifles were somewhere around town,
somewhere, 80 I knew there was something going on illegal.

So, I just the location of the place, I just wouldn't want--

Q. Did anything -

A. -to get hung up in that type of place.

MR. GANNON: Did anything give you the idea, you used
the phrase, police running around, did anything give you the
idea that the police would be running around?

A. No. But they do run around in that type of locale.

Q. Then it's, doesn't that kind of conflict with the ifdea that
this was a locale where you wouldn't have much trouble with
criminal activity because it was the normal thing?

A. Well see that's, that's a difficult question, now,
you, I mean, that's the answer to that would be yes in both ways.
I really wouldn't care about - I wouldn't object to staying
there a couple of days but I wouldn't want to stay around there
long enough where they got, I got on a first name basis
with the people and they started asking well, what do
you do for a living and all that.

Easy if you go there and stay a couple of
days, you tell them that you are doing this or that, and then,
you can move on out.

Q. But you had been very successful all through this
period from the time you left Jefferson City in avoiding
contact with the law, hadn't you?

A. Well, I had been stopped two or three times, yes.
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MR. GANNON: But not because you had been doing any-
thing suspicious, and it had never led to anykind of trouble
vith the police, had it?

A. That's correct, yes.

Q. WEll, what, was there any reason that made you
think this particular occasion, as opposed to say going over
the border from Canada to Detroit, or going over the border
from the United States to Mexico, would be any, any different?

A. Well, except there was more, the time spread was,
three or four days more. 114 did, the Canada and Mexico deal
¥as just a straight drive over and that was it. I'm not sure
what you are getting at. 1Is the time, does that account for
the time, in other words if 1 crossed border, you know, there's
a half hour and that's it, unless 1 get --

Q. Well, you know, that is one difference that you
being, staying in one place for three or four days as opposed
to one brief motor trip, that's true.

A. See there's advantages, I mean, youknow, you say
something that, if it belies something else, but there is
advantages in being in places like that at certain times,
but if you are going to stay somewhere for any length of time
I wouldn't want to stay around that place because 1 know
thre's a lot of informers around there and after two or
three days they are going to start talking, seeing you are
dressed a little bit better than they are and the next thing
you know the police will be down there, and I just wouldn't

want to stay there over a couple of days.
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EVANS: When vou had vour hair cut, how did vou have it cut?

A. Just a reaqular cut.

Q. Regular cut?

A. Shorter than it is now.

Q. Shorter.

MR. LEHNER: Did Raoul sav to take the weekly rate?

A. No, that was my, I, I would, do that, that was
something that comes natural, but I thought I was going to
be over three or four days I would take the weekly rate.

Q. And the reason you thought three or four days was
something that Raoul said?

A. He gave me the impression that he was aoina to make
the transaction. It hadn't been made yet. So, I got, he may have
said something, it might take a day or so. So, that's a, that'sa
judgment I made, that I may be there three or four days.

Q. Was it your impression that more than one person was
going to come to this rooming house other than you and Raoul?

A. I didn't know if they were going to come there or
he was going somewhere else. I got the - I didn't get no
strong impression one way or the other. He did mention that
he was going, that he wanted to use the car to go that evening sometime. But
if he wanted to use the car, I didn't know if he wanted to go
somewhere or what.

Q. If you were going to go somewhere else or he was
going to go somewhere else, rather, to make the transaction,
what's the sense in having the rooming house? Why move out

of the New Rebel?
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] A. tll,I&m'thnl\i’Whe@ld,MwhemM\nntmvﬂace.
See, I'm predicating all this on the gun transaction. I'm

‘not thinking about the -

E MR. KERSHAW: Well, what you need to do is subpeona Raoul.

i
MR. LEHNER: What I'm trying to get at is you're not, you don't

"'seem to be a stupid person. You don't seem to be someone that
+is afraid to, to bring up a point when it should be brought
uwp. If your impression was that the transaction with quns was
jonna . take place somewhere outside of this rooming house,
did you discuss with Raoul - hey, why do you want me to
stay here for three or four days, can't I stay at a more
’cmfottable place like the New Rebel, why do I have to go
to a place where there's no locks on the door, where I'm
subject to winos, I'm subject to the police being interested in
this place because of all the nefarious people here that
, light be wanted by the police or doing things that the police
would be interested in?

A. I'm sure that,if there had been enough time, what
short time we was there, I was there t;oo hours maybe, that
type of conversation would have come up and I would have
started mentioned about the police around there and things
, like that. But there was just never no, the time spread what
Stort time I spoke to him, and the short time that I was in
there we never did get, get into the police and all that stuff.
There was just never any opportunity for that.

Q. All right when you went up there and you saw the room,

'
You told the landlady that it would be acceptable?
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A. That's correct.

Q. And did you look out the window?

A. No, I don't think I even went in at that time,
I looked in the door.

Q. What did you do next?

A. 'Well, now this is — This is the part that I'm not, I'm not

certain of. I either met him out in the street and menti
I got the room or I went down in the bar and told him I g
it. But I do, the onlv thing I am, clear recollection
is that I did mention to him or someone that I had to go
the auto and --

Q. Him or someone, who were the other persons?

A. No one just him. And I my have mentioned the
Brewer woman too or something. But I don't think I did,
anyway, I did leave there and get the Mustang.

Q. So that conversation was either in Jim's Grill
outside?

A. Yes, I have - I have some recollection of talki
with him in the car, but -

Q. Well, the car wasn't there yet so we didn't get

oned
ot
of

get

but

or

ng
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can't get to that yet, right, the car is back, is at the place

whereyou parked it, right?

A. Yes.

Q. So it either in Jim's grill or outside of Jim's
Grill that you had this conversation, is that right?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. Okay. Now, did you go to get the car?
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A. Yes.

Q. And did you pay for the car, did you pay when you
entered or did you pay when you left, do you recall?

A. I'm pretty sure I paid, I paid when I entered,
how much I don't know. I don't know how much I gave him.
I think you pay him so much and then if you run over you pay
them before you get the keys off of them or something.

Q. And did you drive the car somewhere?

A, Yes, I drove to the rooming house.

Q. Where did you park?

A. In front of the rooming house.

Q. And what happened then?

A. I went back inthe roomad I think took, I think I
took the overnight case inthe room. That was it.

Q. Did you see Raoul on the way in?

A. No, I think he was in the room, I'm pretty certain
he was in the room when I got up there.

Q. What conversation did vou have with Raoul when vou
left after leaving the room and before vou got the car?

A. I think I mentioned I rented the room and I think
I said I had something I had to get the auto.

Q. You said what?

A, I had to get, pick up the Mustang.

Q. Did you tell him what room you rented?

A. No, I don't think so.

Q. How did he know which room you were in to meet you

in when you came back with the car?
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A. Well, unless he knew it was just two up there. He
may have knew more about the place than I did. I could
have told him which one I rented, but I don't have a clear
recollection of that. I think he may have asked the Brewer
woman or something. I have no idea how that, how that came about.

Q. He might have spoken with the Landlady?

A. He possibly could have, I don't know.

Q. But he was in your room when you returned?

A. That's right.

Q. With your overnight bag?

A. That's correct

Q. What was in your overnight bag?

A. I can't re - I read about shaving stuff, razor, I
didn't bring any clothing or anything like that in there,
that was about it.

Q. Did you bring the materials that you would be able
to stay the night there?

A. Well a razor, yes.

Q. A change of clothes?

A, I don't recall having a change of clothes, no.

Q. Well, were you prepared to spend the night there at
that time?

A. Well, yes, I brought -

Q. Where did you park?

A. I brought a bed spread up there and put it on the bed.

Q. Where did you get this bed spread from?

A. california.

Q. From where?



s

132

A. I don't know just a store.

Q. Had you used that previously, that bed spread in
any of the places you stayed in?

A. I might have used it a couple of times when I thought
it vas necessarv. I can't -

Q. What would be the circumstances whereby you would
think it would be necessary?

A. Well, a flop house or something like that.

Q. What, what other time had you used it before this time
at the rooming house?

A. I have recollection of using it one other time,
somewhere in Texas, or somewhere. I can't - That would have
been on the way from New Orleans from Texas, from Los Angeles
to New Orleans the second time. But I can't -

Q. You cnn'£ think of any place except you think you
right have used it in Texas?

A. Yes. I think I used it there once, but I can't
think of any other place.

Q. Where in Texas?

A. Oh, a rundown motel down there somewhere.

Q. 1Is that the purpose that you bought it, to use if
you were in a rundown place?

A. Yes. If it was necessary I may have used it there
in the hotel in Los Angeles too.

MR. KERSHAW: Bob, I have here a layout of all this
rooming house, Canipes, and Jim's Grill. It might help
if Jim could look at it and if it seems accurate to him -

MR. LEHNER: If it's helpful to him, fine.
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MR. KERSHAW: You have seen this haven't you?

MR. RAY: Yeh, I saw that. I think this was on
TV a couple of days ago.

Q. Yes, and does this - did yougqo up to the rooming
house to the right of Jim's Grill like this is indicated here?

A. Well, I know until a couple of days ago I didn't
recall that. I know this here, I thought there was just one
front door but apparently there was two of , two entrances.

Q. Well, that's the only entrance to the rooming house
indicated there.

A. Well, theres a room, a place there.

Q. Yeh, to the downstairs, that's right. Yeh, and

think, you don't remember if you went in this one or that
one?

A. No, I don't recall.

Q. Do you remember when you got up there turning
to the left, as indicated here, and then to the right going
down to the bathroom at the end of the hall?

A. I know there was a lot of circling around, but I can't,
the only thing I recall I know that the offices are up towards,
toward the front.

Q. Office up toward the front. Now, was the room that
you rented in this socalled annex or in the main rooming house?

A. I couldn't tell you. I think it was all one place
anyway.

Q. Well, do you remember whether that, how far you had to walk
from your room that you rented to the bathroom or you don't

even remember if you went to the bathroom or not, do you?
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A. No, the only think I remember about the rooming house
vas that the office is up to the front and there was a
lot of hallways and short steps and all that around the place.

Q. I see, step down two steps?

! A.  Yes.

MR. LEHNER: Did you say you don't recall whether or nnt
Vnn%%.’x:mt to the bathroom in the rooming house?

A. I'm not certain. I may have, but I'm not 100 percent
certain if I did or not because I was out a lot and T coulAd
have very well have.

Q. WEll, let's take it step by step. You came bark, you
sav Raoul in your room and what happened, about what time
vas this?

A. After I went and got the car, well, I think it must have
been quarter after four by the time I got back witF the car.

Q. Where did you park the car?

A, Well, somewhere in front of the rooming house.

I'd say to the north of the rooming house and I think there
vas another car parked there somewhere.
I Q. To the northof Jim's Grill?

A. Did I -- I ---

Q. To the north of Jim's Grill, in other words, if you
come out of the rooming house and turn right, that's to the
north, right, is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Well, were you parked to the north of Jim's Grill,

orto the front of Jim's Grill, or to the sourth of Jim's Gtill?
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A. Well, I don't know about Jim's Grill. Well, I
think I parked north of the rooming house.

Q. The rooming house?

A. -the rooming house door, yes, because I know I had
to go, angle back when I put the suitcase in.

Q. All right, when you came up stairs were vou surprised
to see Raoul in vour room?

A. Not particularly, no.

Q. What happened when you entered?

A. Conversations?

Q. Yes.

A. Well, that was I think the first conversation was
we may need some kind of scopes, would be in on the deal or samething

Q. sorry?

A. Scopes would be on the deal, infrared.

Q. Scopes? Telescopes?

A. Telescopes, or biniculars, biniculars, yes. And
he asked me to go to the store and purchase one.

Q. Did he give you money for that or did he rely
upn the mone that you had?

A, No, the same money that I had.

Q. So that was, how long did you spend with him in your room
that time?

A. At that time,very short, I just, I trink I threw the
case under the bed.

MR. GANNON: Did he tell you why the binoculars, or
infrared telescopes were in on the deal now in addition to the

rifle?
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Well. I thouaht - I got, I cn't recall all the conver-

sation but I assumed there was some type of a military trans-

iction.

MR. LEHNER: And did he tell you where to go?

A.

©

.

side of

A.
Q.
A.

He give me general directions, yes.

And what were those directions?

It would be downstairs to the right,and on the same
the street that we were on.

How far?

I don't know that.

And did you go there?

Yes.

And what happened?

I couldn't find it the first time.

You came back?

Came back.

And what happened when you came back?

Well, he was more specific.

What more specific information did he give you?

Well, he told me just about where it was at, how

far it was and all that.

Q.
A.

0

And then you went out and went there?

Yes, that's correct.

MR. GANNON: Before, when you left the first time to get

the binoculars, given the kind of place it was did he give

You any assurance that he would be there to look after your

stuff?
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A. Yes. He told me - Just asked me to go out and pick
them up and 1 assumed he was going to be there he just wanted,

MR. KERSHAW: Was he always in the bedroom when you came
back or was he ever in the bathroom?

A. Yes. Well, I assumed if he wanted the binoculars
he would be there waiting for me to get them when I came back.
So I just threw my suitcase on the bed and threw, I think I threw the
bed spread on the thing and sat down onthe bed and discussed
it, and that was it.

MR. GANNON: When you went up the street looking for
this place to buy the binoculars and couldn't find it and came
back, were you at all upset, imritated with Raoul. I mean,
this was the same thing he had done a couple of days before with
the rifle, he, had given you less than specific directions
and then you go out and try to do the job, you come back and
for one reason or the other, mainly it seems to be, to be
Raoul's fault, you don't have what he is looking for?

A. I'm not sure its his fault. I thoaght - I'd cérank
about one beer then and I just cant, I can't drink, makes
you can't think too well, and I think probably I just didn't
follow instructions or something.

Q. So you didn't hold it against Raoul that -

A. No, I didn't =--

Q. -you had been on this sort of wild goose chase.

A. No. It wasn't really a wild goose chase. I just
couldn't, I wasn't familiar with the area and I just couldn't, I had

difficult finding it. I come back and got more specific
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insturctions. There was no hard chore about it.
)

MR, EVANS: Did you have any liquid, liquid refreshments
in your gear? L
A. I don't ever recall again. But the FBI says

I had two cans of beer, but I can't recall buying beer all

the time.

Q. Well, I mean is that unreasonable that you would
then?

A. Yes.

Q. Is it possible that you did have?

A. It would be very, very unpossible, I just don't, -

Q. Unlikely?

A. Unlikely, yes.

MR. LEHNER: All right. The second time you went for the

binoculars you found the place?

A.

Q.

That's correct.

And did you discover when you found the place the

second time that you had inadvertently passed it the first

time you were looing for it?

A.
to 5 or
Q.

A.

I don't know if I did or not. Possibly I could have,but
know. I think I may have, I may have -

About what time was it you found the place the second

Well, it was getting, it was getting, 4:30, 5, quarter
something like that.
What happened in the store when you found the store.

I asked him about the binoculars and he said something, he,

2-0%6 0-79 .21
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the salesman seemed sort of nervous and he said something &out
I had to go in a military store and so I just asked him for
a pair of the regular ones or something and I think he said same-
thing, about, there may have been some reference to these things that
slide on any, fit on top of binoculars or something. I just
bought a cheap pair of the other ones and that was it.

MR. GANNON: Whv did vou actuallv buy the binoculars,
because it seems to me you were like on the way to having
a repeat of what happened with the gun. He asked for a specific
kind of binoculars you couldn't get them, I mean, you could
have gone back to the rooming house. He could have said, well
since this isn't what I exactly what I wanted go back and take
these back. Did that thought ever cross your mind while you
were buying the binoculars?

A. Now, that's possible I don't think the - I have
some recollection now of hav- of the infrared binoculars.

There is some type of a thing that fits onthe outside of the
regular ones. he store manager said something about an Army
surplus store, and that's -

0. Had Raoul said anvthina like that, well, if vou can't
aget the infrared binoculars get ' a reaular ones because we
can out lenses on them?

A. I don't know if he said that or the other auv said that,
the sales man. Somebody, I think might have mentioned it but I just
don't have no clear recollection on it, the infraray.

Q. Well, when you bought them back what was Raoul's
reaction?

A Well, I just told him that the guy didn't have
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them and he said something about going to the military
store and he said something about, well wait °til later. So, I think
I laid them down somewhere or give them to him or something.

Q. This was in the room?

A. That was in the room.

Q. And what time was that when you got back from the
second trip?

A. That must have been somewhere past, it was past 4:30 or
S, but I don't know just when it was.

MR. LEHNER: Well, I think you told us it was either #:30
or 4:45, or so, when you got to the store, 